DJ BABU

BRINGS TURNTABLIS)-( TO HIGHER
LEARNING AT THE PEABODY INSTITUTE
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Beverly Hills Medical Imaging (Beverly Hills, CA)
F/T positions. Chief Medical Sonographer:
perform specialized ultrasound exams &
comprehnsve echocardiogrms to assess heart
funct’'n+structre+blood flow; req Bach or
equiv+émonths exp+spec skills; $83-85k. Visit www.
beverlyhillsmedimaging.com or send resume to:
careers@beverlyhillsmedimaging.com. Principals only.
EOE.

Logistician: Review logistics performance; Req'd: BAin
Int’I Trade, Commerce, Logistics, or related. Mail resume:
PETITE AJ, INC., 1240 S. Boyle Ave., LA, CA 90023.

BY MICHELE STUEVEN

he Paley Center for Media has
announced the schedule for
PaleyFest LA 2026, which will
take place at the Dolby Theatre
in Hollywood, the home of the
Academy Awards, from Saturday, April 4,
through Sunday, April 12, featuring some
of the hottest shows on TV and their stars.
At this year’s festival, Kate Jackson, Jaclyn
Smith, and Cheryl Ladd will reunite for
the 50th anniversary of the legendary TV
series Charlie’s Angels. It will also feature
the anticipated return of ABC & Hulu’s
Scrubs, Apple TV’s Pluribus, Shrinking,
and Your Friends ¢ Neighbors; the 2025
Primetime Emmy Award-winning series
The Pitt from HBO Max; and Emily in
Paris and Nobody Wants This from Netflix.
Founded in 1984, the annual festival fea-
tures panels made up of the casts and cre-
ative talent from television’s hottest shows
and is a great opportunity for fans to in-
teract with their favorite TV stars, when
moderators typically open the floor to the
audience to ask questions to panelists.
Past participants include Lucille Ball,
Barbra Streisand, and George Lucas,
as well as the casts and creative teams
from Stranger Things, The Sopranos, The
Simpsons, The West Wing, Mad Men, Parks
and Recreation, Will & Grace, and The
Walking Dead.
This year’s lineup and participating tal-
ent include:
Saturday, April 4, at 7:00 p.m.
- Pluribus
Featuring: Rhea Seehorn (Carol Sturka);
Karolina Wydra (Zosia); Carlos-Manuel
Vesga (Manousos); Samba Schutte (Mr.
Diabaté); Gordon Smith, Executive
Producer & Writer; and Jenn Carroll, Co-
Executive Producer and Writer
Monday, April 6, at 7:30 p.m. - Charlie’s
Angels 50th Anniversary Celebration
Featuring: Kate Jackson, Jaclyn Smith,
and Cheryl Ladd
Tuesday, April 7, at 7:30 p.m.
- Shrinking
Featuring: Bill Lawrence, Co-Creator,
Showrunner, Executive Producer;
Brett Goldstein, Co-Creator, Executive

Charlie’s Angels from left Jaclyn Smith,
Cheryl Ladd, and Kate Jackson.
COURTESY OF HARRY LANGDON-GETTY IMAGES

Noah Wyle in The Pitt.
COURTESY OF WARRICK PAGE-HBOMAX
Producer, Writer, (Louis); Jason Segel,
Co-Creator, Executive Producer, (Jimmy);
Jessica Williams (Gaby); Michael Urie
(Brian); Luke Tennie(Sean); Christa Miller
(Liz); Lukita Maxwell (Alice); and Ted
McGinley (Derek)
Wednesday, April 8 at 7:30 p.m. -
Nobody Wants This
Featuring: Kristen Bell, Executive
Producer (Joanne); Adam Brody (Noah);
Justine Lupe (Morgan); Timothy Simons
(Sasha); Jackie Tohn (Esther); Erin Foster,
Creator, Executive Producer, Writer;
Jenni Konner, Co-showrunner, Executive
Producer, Writer; and Bruce Eric Kaplan,

Kristen Bell as Joanne, and Adam Brody as
Noah in Nobody Wants This.

COURTESY OF ERIN SIMKIN-NETFLIX
Co-showrunner, Executive Producer,
Writer

Friday, April 10 at 7:30 p.m. — Emily in
Paris

Featuring: Darren Star, Creator,
Executive Producer & Writer; Andrew
Fleming, Executive Producer & Director;
Lily Collins, Producer (Emily Cooper);
Ashley Park (Mindy); Lucas Bravo
(Gabriel); Samuel Arnold (Julien); Bruno
Gouery (Luc); and Lucien Laviscount
(Alfie)

Saturday, April 11 at 2:00 p.m. - Scrubs

Featuring: Zach Braff, Executive
Producer (John “J.D.” Dorian); Donald
Faison, Executive Producer (Christopher
Turk); Sarah Chalke, Executive Producer
(Elliot Reid); and Bill Lawrence, Executive
Producer, plus additional guests to be
announced.

Saturday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m. - Your
Friends & Neighbors

Featuring: Jon Hamm, Executive
Producer (Andrew “Coop” Cooper);
Amanda Peet (Mel Cooper); Olivia Munn
(Samantha Levitt); and Jonathan Tropper,
Creator, Showrunner, Writer, Director, &
Executive Producer

Sunday, April 12 at 7:00 p.m. - The Pitt

Featuring: R. Scott Gemmiill, Executive
Producer; Noah Wyle (Dr. Michael
Robinavitch); Katherine LaNasa (Dana
Evans), Supriya Ganesh (Dr. Mohan),
Taylor Dearden (Dr. King); and Isa
Briones (Dr. Santos) [


https://www.paleycenter.org/
https://www.paleycenter.org/
https://dolbytheatre.com/
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New Lunch And Brunch At Jyan Isaac Bread

BY MICHELE STUEVEN

yan Isaac Bread is launching an ex-
tensive new lunch, brunch, breakfast,
and beverage program at its Ocean
Park Blvd. location on Mini Kinney.
Lunch started on Monday, Jan. 26,
followed by brunch coming this Satur-
day, January 31, with breakfast rolling out
shortly thereafter. The new menus are a
collaboration between Chef Casey Lane
and Baker/Proprietor Jyan Isaac Horwitz.
Lunch will be served Monday through
Friday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., featuring
pizzas (whole and by the slice), sand-
wiches, and salads. The focus is on the
bakery’s signature breads, seasonality,
and popular pizza dough. Options in-
clude their take on a chicken katsu sando
on shokupan/Texas toast with JIB’s lacto-
fermented cucumbers, a crispy rice cobb
salad featuring house-cured and smoked
bacon and chile-marinated tofu, and a
market veggie pizza.
Brunch will be available Saturdays and

Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., featuring
staples like JIB’s take on a breakfast bur-
rito, French toast, and duck confit hash.
Additionally, Jyan Isaac Bread has re-
cently launched a new beverage menu,
featuring classic coffee drinks, matcha,
and signature offerings like iced lav-
ender cloud foam matcha latte,
the “Bomboniato” with
condensed milk and soft
foam, and a coco sage
cappuccino with co-
conut sage syrup,
cinnamon, and
oat milk foam.
With the
launch of JIB
lunch, Ghisallo,
which offered
lunch in the
space previously,
will transition to
dinner-only service.

COURTESY OF LAWRY’S PRIME RIB BEVERLY HILLS

TOP: Avocado toast, BELOW: Breakfast plate

The sourdough
crust pies previ-
ously offered
during the day
at Ghisallo
will now be
available on
the Jyan Isaac
Bread lunch
menu, along-
side the new
additions.
Maydan Market
in West Adams wel-
comes Gian Scott of
West Coast Jamaican Rubie
for a limited-time residency at its
Club 104, the dedicated stall for emerging
chefs and culinary creatives. Rubie is an
experimental Caribbean pop-up inspired
by food traditions across the African di-
aspora and blending New Californian
influence with Black Southern cooking
and Caribbean flavors. Rubie’s pop-up
marks Maydan Market’s fifth residency
in the space.

Rubie will serve Scott’s signature
Caribbean-inspired dishes rooted in
Jamaican tradition. For dinner, expect
starters like pickled okra tempura with
sauce moyo and plantain powder, as well
as vegetarian and gluten-free lentil pas-
telon scented with jerk spice.

Mains include jerk heirloom chicken
perfumed with yucca charcoal paired
with butter beans, citrus salad, and a
croquette, alongside seafood dishes like

COURTESY OF JYAN ISAAC BREAD

the Pacific rockfish “rundown” with co-
conut, yam, Scotch bonnet, pikliz, and
herbs. Sweets will nod to the Caribbean
pantry through desserts like vanilla rum
ice cream paired with blue cornmeal fes-
tival and popped sorghum.

Lawry’s The Prime Rib Beverly Hills
is introducing its youngest guests and as-
piring chefs to one of its most celebrated
traditions with the launch of the Junior
Carver Program, a new loyalty-style ex-
perience designed for children 12 and
younger.

With each visit to Lawry’s, participat-
ing kids receive a gold carver medallion
sticker to place on their Junior Carver
Dining Dates card. After three visits
within a single calendar year, young
diners officially earn the title of Lawry’s
Junior Carver.

The reward is designed to feel just as
special as the achievement. New Junior
Carvers receive a complimentary dinner,
a commemorative carver medallion, a
Lawry’s chef hat, and a keepsake photo
taken alongside a master carver and the
restaurant’s iconic silver cart.

The Junior Carver Program is avail-
able exclusively at Lawry’s The Prime Rib
Beverly Hills. For more information, visit
lawrysonline.com.

Chef Justin Allen is bringing his slow-
roasted French dip sandwiches with Gold
Grade Wagyu from Snake River Farms to
Our Place Venice at 1344 Abbot Kinney
Blvd. on Saturday, Jan. 24, from 11 a.m
to2 p.m. M
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DJ Babu at BJIOS
COURTESY OF BJIOS

a
OF LA"S THE BEAT JUNKIES BRINGS
TURNTABLISIA TO HIGHER LERRNING
AT THEPEABODY INSTITUTE

BY NICHOLAS WHITE

diamond of turntable precision is tucked

into a Glendale brick-and-mortar DJ

school, the Beat Junkie Institute of

Sound, co-founded and co-operated by

LA’s next-level-talented DJ Babu. The in-
stitute, teaching 12 students at a time with personal
D] booths, is led by an internationally known crew of
teachers, the Beat Junkies, who have been lighting up the
Southland since assembling from different backgrounds
in the 1990s. BJIOS, founded in 2017, was the official
introduction to teaching for the baby-faced assassin
DJ Babu, who years before had invented the neologism
“turntablism”

The popular Beat Junkie, Babu — fans yell “BABOOO”
at his performances — is off to college this year to teach
at the Peabody Institute, North America’s oldest music
conservatory at Maryland’s Johns Hopkins University.

Babu was hired last fall as an adjunct music profes-
sor with a specialty in turntable performance as part
of Peabody Institute’s nascent Hip Hop department.
Only one or two turntable-specific students will study
under Babu, 51, later this year, he anticipates, as dictated
by the institute’s rigorous admissions process, with an
eye on “exponential” growth for fall 2027 and 2028.

“Just beautiful exciting possibility here,” D] Babu,
real name Christopher Oroc, tells LA Weekly. “I'm very
much in the early stages, barely in the admission stage,
just learning my way around campus. Meeting other
staff. 've been back to visit a few times now, maybe
three or four times. It’s very surreal. It was this last trip
in November [2025] where I got all my access cards and
identification and all that kind of stuff.

“It's amazing being on campus, meeting the existing
hip hop ensemble students. This is new for all of us, so
we're figuring it out as we go. ... [It] fuels my battery to
keep going down this path”

Babu appeared at Johns Hopkins several times last
year, meeting with school upper administration and
putting on a D] masterclass that was open to students
and the public. Conversations were had about bringing
Babu back to campus this summer to work with Peabody
Preparatory for a first-time, weeklong hip hop pro-
gram for kids who could be talented potential Peabody
Institute students, Babu said.

“It’s up to me to decide what that student needs and
where they need to be pushed and spend more or less
time,” Babu said. “I'm very intimidated coming in here.
There is a part of me that is intimidated by a student who
could run circles around me all day. At the same time, I
remind myself I'm in this position because of the experi-
ence I've had onstage behind the decks, in competitions,
in the studio — every kind of situation, I've been there.
There is a reason ’'m here”

Johns Hopkins University ranked #7 of best American
universities on U.S. News and World Report’s influential
list in 2026. The acceptance rate to the Peabody Institute
for undergraduates was about 26% in 2025, with $66,670
annual tuition, according to the school’s website.

“No student [here] is just, ‘Let me try this violin thing
and give it a shot, like a fraternity or sorority, Babu
says. “Every student there has been in their discipline
since they were very young. Everyone is a genius. They
have to apply to get into the school. I'm approaching it
very much in that way. I'm looking for the highest cali-
ber of DJs and turntablists to apply to this program. I
would love to work with them closely and bring what-
ever I can bring to them — take turntablism and DJing



DJ Babu, Lupe Fiasco, Wendel Patrick and Max Bent
COURTESY OF DJ BABU

to a higher level, so you can sit next to
another instrument and earn that same
kind of respect”

Babu’s recruitment to Peabody Institute
was the brainchild of Wendel Patrick,
the Director of Hip Hop Studies at Johns
Hopkins and Associate Professor of Music
Engineering and Technology. Patrick is a
classically trained pianist, composer, and
hip hop producer who recruited Grammy
winner Lupe Fiasco and vocal percussionist
Max Bent for his teaching faculty. In 2025,
Peabody presented Rakim with its George
Peabody Medal and an honorary degree for
his contributions to hip hop as an MC.

“[Babu] was on a very short list of people
who I wanted for that position, and then
I brought him out to Peabody as a guest
last year;,” Patrick said. “From a funda-
mental perspective, he’s so knowledge-
able, not just when it comes to tricks and
techniques, in terms of scratching, but also
beat juggling. He’s been so connected to
the culture and artform for so long that his
relationships [are significant], as well. He
commands a certain level of respect and
admiration for how he approaches the art-
form for so long”

Patrick said of the school’s plans for
Babu, “We want him to be able to grow as
a faculty member in ways that he wants.
It’s an opportunity for him to potentially
design classes as well”

The BJIOS program humbly created
by the Beat Junkies nearly a decade ago,
though it might not have been planned
this way, helped Babu crystallize a place
for himself in higher education, as it cre-
ated plenty of visual examples of how the
Junkies — and Babu specifically — put
turntablism into performance practice for
students with originality, discipline, and
crispness, an attractive combination for

DJ Babu teaching at the Peabody Institute.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MICHAEL CIESIELSKI

top-tier music schools looking to incorpo-
rate new instruments into their curricula.

“The Beat Junkie Institute has an exten-
sive online presence, online courses and
clinical, technical videos, where [Beat
Junkies] Babu, D-Styles, and Melo-D
are breaking down techniques, really
explaining them in great detail,” Patrick
said. “Babu and I had long talks about
that — about music, how it is shared,
and how that changes over time. There
are traditions that change and shift, even
just in the DJ world, in terms of
technology”

DJ Babu at BJIOS
COURTESY OF MARICEL SISON
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Cofounded and taught by fellow
Junkies including “The Funky President”
and group founder J.Rocc, Mr. Choc,
D-Styles, DJ Rhettmatic, D] Melo-D, and
Babu, BJIOS is thriving in 2026 as a cultur-
al hub of music-meets-education, popping
up annually at the National Association of
Music Merchants (NAMM) convention in
LA with a live stream, or with the Junkies
DJing parties of all sizes around town, rec-
ognized warmly by many LA locals. Their
hundreds of BJIOS students have fanned
out over LA and to other cities as emissar-
ies for the group.

BJIOS Dean of Students Mr. Choc
taught Babu how to teach, Babu said, a
door-opening contribution to his per-
sonal progression. Mr. Choc, who domi-
nated car stereos and house parties in the
late 1990s and early 2000s on Power 106
mix shows like “Friday Night Flavas,” is a
10-plus-year veteran instructor from Jam
Master Jay’s Scratch DJ Academy, with al-
most 40 years as a DJ.

“Mr. Choc’s experience and knowledge
gave us the confidence to open BJIOS in
2017, Babu, who is the BJIOS chancellor
and program director, said.

In addition to the Junkies, D] Babu
— fresh off receiving the Icon Award at
2025’s DMC World DJ Championships
(the turntable competition equivalent of
the Super Bowl) and cohosting for the
past three years — is best known as one-
third of the LA hip hop group Dilated
Peoples, which hit the national spotlight
in the late 1990s with their single “Work
the Angles” and first album The Platform,
released under Capitol Records.

Along with his fellow Dilated Peoples,
Rakaa Iriscience and Evidence, DJ Babu
was a driving and visible force of the blis-
tering LA hip hop scene of the era. Rakaa
and Babu also have their own group,
Expansion Team Soundsystem, and have
traveled the world doing shows together.

Rakaa, whose voice is synonymous with
the Dilated Peoples’ sound, helped recruit
Babu when the group was starting, Rakaa
tells LA Weekly, emphasizing the impor-
tance of having a skilled DJ at the group’s
core. The DJ’s booth and turntable setup
had become a visual prop for live acts,
Rakaa notes, sometimes with unplugged
decks or flashy laserdiscs on the plates
instead of actual records. Babu’s Dilated
Peoples presence was a statement about
the DJ’s importance in hip hop.

“Babu is one of the most dangerous DJs
ever;’ Rakaa says. “For him to have coined
the term turntablism and to have brought
this spectrum of ideas together into a
phrase like turntablism that captures the
essence of what a lot of DJs before them
were pushing forward — that shows his vi-
sion and his skills have been battle-tested
around the world. He’s already proved he’s
one of the best on turntables. But hesalso a
visionary with a clear, committed view. He

isn’t afraid to step forward and express that
point of view. That makes him very unique
in the space. Also, his ability to play from a
lead, almost like a jazz musician?”

Rakaa, who is working on new music
with Babu, says of his Dilated groupmate
taking over as a Peabody instructor, “To
be able to sit down, focus his energy,
pull from his vast knowledge and put
that it in an institute of higher learning,
I thought was exciting. He’s a very kind
person, personable. He’s funny. Not ev-
ery D] is a good speaker. A lot of times,
they’re shy behind those decks. Babu is
just naturally a charismatic person, very
knowledgeable and humble. I think it
was a great fit”

Rakaa adds, “Being a humble student
made him into being a teacher, when he
transitioned, with the understanding of
what it means to be a student. He genu-
inely wants to elevate the whole sphere.
Everything that he loves, he wants to see
that elevated.”

Flash back to 2017, when Babu was
beginning his transition into the second
act of his career — teaching — sinking
his teeth into the creation of BJIOS as

the turntablist collective was celebrat-
ing its 25th anniversary together. Dilated
Peoples fifth LP Directors of Photography,
was released in 2014, and Babu was pick-
ing up old fashioned small business
hustle, meeting people and winning over
customers one at a time.

Like any entrepreneur, Babu looked at
the competition for BJIOS. The group had
the big advantage of brand-name DJs who
could teach classes and promote the school
through their social media. Babu focused
on businesses, he says, such as martial arts,
dance programs, and sports, which offered
similar intensive, practice-meets-perform
programs that could be scaled in difficulty
and tied to educational expertise.

“All of a sudden, 'm here in my stu-
dents’ faces, ‘Here’s my email, hit me
up if you have problems,” Babu said of
changing from backstage-secluded art-
ist to Beat Junkie of the People. “I have
no regrets. It was a real beautiful change
for me in my life. It’s not only made me a
better instructor and a better DJ, it’s been
good for my soul too”

While the price for BJIOS is not in-
expensive (tuition for the eight-week

DJ Babu, Rakaa Iriscience and Evidence of Dilated Peoples in LA, January 1999.
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introductory course is $825), it’s not the
highest price in this crowded field of DJ
education. Scratch D] Academy costs
$1,050 for a 12-class introductory course,
with an option for a $4,999 yearlong
program. The pointblank Music School,
whose alumni include Claude VonStroke
and Goldie, charges $2,545 for its 10-class
DJ skills level 1 class.

BJIOS students have described the
school as an inclusive, safe and creatively
bold learning community, with an alum-
ni roster that includes Joyce Wrice’s DJ,
Midi Riperton. According to the BJIOS
website, topics covered in the introducto-
ry class include D] equipment and termi-
nology, mixing, beatmatching, scratch-
ing, music structure and timing, practice
habits, and vinyl fundamentals.

“[Babu] was hands-on and worked you
through an exercise routine you might
not be getting immediately,” Nicholas
King, a beatmaker for the hip hop duo
Windmills, said of taking the introduc-
tory BJIOS class in 2019. “If you nailed
something, he was quick to give you
praise and encouragement. He was super-
approachable after class. It felt like a com-
munity because they were always having
events and potlucks. Students were in-
vited and encouraged to come”

Now that both Babu and turntablism
have reached a top American universi-
ty, Babu’s mission of elevating turntable
education could be shifting from what
he describes as a recurrent theme as a DJ
teacher at BJIOS.

Many top DJs then and now are proudly
self-taught, particularly when YouTube
videos spelling out a specific DJ tech-
nique can be found instantaneously.
Turntablism is not an artform steeped
in centuries of structure and training. As
a matter of credibility, DJ training can,
for some people, tiptoe on a boundary
of legitimacy. Overnight DJs who dance
around with pre-programmed sets are in
no shortage and can lessen the perceived
value of a hard-earned DJ education.

“I want my students to be proud of their
experience,” Babu says. “I don’t think it’s
corny that you went to DJ school — not if
the DJ school isn’t corny. I think it’s such a
new concept, even right now. When I tell
people what I do, outside of the culture
or industry, they say, ‘What do you do?’ ‘I
own a DJ school’ It’s still a very new con-
cept or un-legitimate concept for people
in their minds, until they walk in and see
a classroom of 12 students executing.

“The concept of being taught formally is
still in its baby stages. I'd like to hear other
schools be able to boast this guy who is
competing — ‘He learned under so-and-
so at this DJ school.”

Babu adds, “I think when people leave
our school, they’re proud to say they
graduated from the Beat Junkie Institute
of Sound” M


https://www.instagram.com/joycewrice
https://www.instagram.com/midiriperton
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790 S. County Road, Palm Beach, Florida

Spectacular Maurice Fatio designed Mediterranean Estate on the Intracoastal with gorgeous architectural detailing.
With 17,000+/- SqFt and 7BR/9.4BA, this stunning estate is perfect for entertaining. Elaborate dining room seating 30,
beautiful fireplace and stunning coffered ceiling. 60’+/- formal living room, soaring ceilings, striking plaster moldings,
library, gym, and breakfast room with built-in grill. Loggia frames romantic sunsets overlooking the water. Meticulously
manicured grounds features pool, fountains, dock, and 145 ft. +/- of direct Intracoastal frontage.

EXCLUSIVE

Integrity. Commitment. Excellence.

C 561.629.3015
T 561.659.6551
E cjangle@anglerealestate.com

anglerealestate.com
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