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Field Service Engineer. Install, & maintain 
instruments & laser lithography h/ware; 
test materials; monitor & inspect results; 
suggest improvements; diagnose complex 
tech’l problems; repair & align exposure 
optics & provide application support to 
customers. Job locations in Torrance, CA & 
various unanticipated client sites nationally 
req’g travel & relocation to these sites for 
short & long-term assignments. Bach’s of 
Mechanical Engg, 6 months exp as Me-
chanical Engineer, knowl of photolithogra-
phy, maskless aligner devices, & proficiency 
in CAD. Salary: $117,104/yr. Mail resume to: 
Heidelberg Instruments Inc, 2539 W 237th 
St, Ste. A, Torrance CA, 90505.

Software Engineer - Full Stack, F/T 
@ Oceanworks (Los Angeles, CA) Write, 
review, & dvlp code for both frontend 
& backend systems using Next.js & 
TypeScript. Bachelor’s deg in Comp Sci, 
Info Technology, or rltd field. Employer will 
accept a 3-yr or 4-yr bachelor deg. Salary: 
$102,357/yr. C.V to Vanessa: vanessa@
oceanworks.co.

Financial Accountant is sought by Ishaan 
International Inc. in Los Angeles, CA to ana-
lyze fin’l data to prep budgets, reports, & 
assess trends while recommending strate-
gies & managing risks. Bachelor’s deg or 
foreign equiv deg in Acctg and or Finance, 
or rltd. 2 yrs of exp using QuickBooks, 
Jewelmate, & Heartland. 2 yrs of Fin’l 
reporting exp in the Diamond & Jewelry 
wholesale & retail. Employer will accept a 
3-yr or 4-yr deg: $61,526/yr. Mail resume 
to Attn: President, Ishaan Int’l Inc. 550 S Hill 
St, Ste 1095, Los Angeles, CA 90013.

Tennis Coach (Pacific Palisades, CA) Prep 
players for tennis competitions, conduct 
practice sessions, teach tennis techniques, 
tactics & mental endur to all levels. Show 
tennis skills & physical drills. Coord player 
dvlpmt prgms. Practice partner for highly 
ranked players. Must have tennis skills of 
college/pro tennis playing or equiv. HS 
dip & 2 yrs of college/pro tennis playing 
or simlar reqd. $80k/yr. Mail resume: TNT 
Doubles, LLC DBA Palisades Tennis Center; 
15332 Antioch St, Ste 526, Pacific Palisades, 
CA 90272.

Accounting Assoc.: Analyze data, prepare 
financial reports, and assist tax returns; 
Bachelor’s in Accounting or related req’d; 
Worksite: Los Angeles, CA 90010; Send 
resume to Min S. Kim, CPA, A Professional 
Corp, 131 N. El Molino Ave, Ste 320, Pasa-
dena, CA 91101.

Design Engineer (Los Angeles, CA) 
Design buildings. Design lateral system for 
structure. Develop finite-element-analysis. 
Construction administration. Master’s 
degree civil or structural engineering. CA 
EIT. Steel, concrete, wood, and masonry 
design. Knowledge of performing design 
with finite-element analysis based struc-
tural design tools. Structural engineering 
design/analysis programs including RISA, 
RAM, ETABS. $111,197/year. Resume and 
cover letter to Nous Engineering, Inc., 5050 
Eagle Rock Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90041. 

Healthcare Social Worker, design life 
and rehab plans, provide psychologi-
cal support, assist seniors and disabled 
clients, and conduct social research. 
Requirements: Master’s in social work 
or gerontology + CPR certification. Send 
resume: H.R., Evergreen Adult Day Health 
Care Center, 606 W. Las Tunas Dr., San 
Gabriel, CA 91776.

Accounting Officer (Los Angeles, CA) - 
F/T. Work as Accounting Officer to ensure 
efficient internal acctg procedures. Control 
expenses & monitor cash flow. Examine, 
analyze & interpret acctg records to prep 
internal fin’l stmts & give advice to co. 
sr mgmt. Install or advise on systems of 
recording costs or other fin’l & budgetary 
data. $61,526.00 per yr. Bachelor’s deg 
in Acctg or Finance or Bus. Admin or 
rltd, plus 12 mos of exp in job offd or as 
Accountant, Bus Dvlpmt Executive or rltd. 
Email resume to: B36 Tattoo LLC, Attn: 
Ufuk Erdem Mehmetoglu, Owner & CEO at: 
ufukmehmetoglu@b36tattoo.com.

Management Analyst (Alhambra, CA) BA/ 
BS in Bus Admin, Econ. or related (working 
exp. acceptable for determining the 
field of study). Formulate business plan, 
identify core services, etc. Resume to: S. 
Xu, HGP US Consulting, Inc., 1609 W. Valley 
Blvd., Ste 218, Alhambra, CA 91803.

Software Engineer II (Software Engineer) 
(Los Angeles, CA) O’Neil Global Advisors, 
Inc.: As a member of the Technology 
Svcs Team, the Software Engineer Level 
II will participate in the dsgn & dvlpmt of 
sophisticated data mgmt systems, data 
science driven analytics, algorithmic trade 
platforms & customer facing web/mobile 
products. Telecommuting permitted. 
Salary: $126,942/yr. To apply, email resume 
to dani.williford@daicompanies.com. 
Ref#: 1080.

Marketing Specialist – Monitor mktng 
performance, generate reports, analyze 
data, offer recs. Req: Bachelor’s or foreign 
equiv in Marketing, Business Admin, Com-
munications or related. Sal:$48693/yr. Mail 
Resume to Job site: Heidari Law Group, 
P.C. 3530 Wilshire Blvd., #710, LA, CA 90010 
Attn: Saman Heidari.

Market Research Analyst, F/T. master’s 
in business administration, manage-
ment, or any related. Mail resume: Auto 
Lane, 6515 N Figueroa St., Los Angeles, 
CA 90042.

Accountant (Job Site: Torrance, CA), 
Credit Card Services, Inc. Salary: $62k/yr. 
B.A. req’d. Resume to 21281 S. Western 
Ave. Torrance, CA 90501. 

Paralegal, F/T. Bachelor’s in law, jurispru-
dence, legal studies or any related. Mail 
resume: HG Law, APC, 17057 Chatsworth 
St., Ste B, Granada Hills, CA 91344.

Sr. Procurement and Auction Opera-
tions Manager. Oversee procurement 
and logistics operations for auction 
house, including inventory management, 
warehousing and transportation; develop 
procurement plans; negotiate contracts, 
etc.  Worksite: Van Nuys, CA. Please send 
resumes to Prime Auctioneers Inc. at  
primeauction88@gmail.com.

Market Research Analyst: Req’d: 
Bachelor’s in Business Marketing or Admin-
istration, or rltd. $48,693/yr Resume to: 
US Pharmatech, Inc., 14108 Artesia Blvd., 
Cerritos, CA 90703.

Team Lead, Network Shift Engineer-
Multiple Positions (Los Angeles, CA) Re-
sponsible for supervis’g Shift Engineers in 
monitor’g & troubleshoot’g Transmission 
& IP network. Monitor soft-switch netwrk, 
ID problems, troubleshoot, analyze traffic, 
& netwrk design & plan. Reqs: MS comp 
sci, comp eng’g, elect eng’g, telecom, or 
rltd field + 2 yrs exp comptr & telecom 
netwrks. Exp w/ internet protocol (IP) & 
transmission netwrk & operation of Cisco 
routers & switches. Mandarin fluency. Slry: 
$130,957 – $135,000/yr. Res: China Tele-
com (Americas) Corporation, jobsatcta@
ctamericas.com.

Game tech. svc. provider seeks a Graphics 
Engr. to design & dev. integrated graphics 
& VFX assets for PC, console, or virtual 
reality video games.  Reqs.  Master’s in 
Game Engr., Entm’t Arts & Engr., Comp. 
Engr., or a rel., plus 2 yrs. exp. in job of-
fered or as SW Engr, Engr, or related role in 
graphics SW dev’t.  
Exp. must include: Unreal or Unity game 
engines; DirectX12 & Vulkan graphics 
APIs; Visual Studio; Perforce & Git version 
control; C++ & C progm; & RenderDoc & 
Winpix graphics debugging & performance 
tuning.  Salary $108K - $125K/yr. Job site: 
Marina del Rey, CA. WFH within US ok. 
Work Auth. req’d if hired. Send resume to: 
Side America at Rachel.Begovic@side.inc.  
Principals only.

Pastor (Job Site: L.A., CA), Ark of Noah 
Church, Salary: $73k/yr. M.A. req’d. Re-
sume to 3735 Hughes Ave., L.A., CA 90034.

Technology Strategy Engagement 
Leader, PwC US Consulting LLP, Los Ange-
les, CA. Eval clnts’ needs by engagng tech 
mthdlgs & bst prcts to prvd bus solutns 
to clnts. Req Bach’s deg or frgn equiv in 
IT, Tech Mgmt, Comp Sci, MIS, Bus Admin 
or rel + 12 yrs rel work exp, of which 5 yrs 

must be post-bach’s, progrssv rel work 
exp; OR a Mstr’s deg or frgn equiv in IT, 
Tech Mgmt, Comp Sci, MIS, Bus Admin or 
rel + 10 yrs rel work exp. 80% telecom-
mtng prmttd. Mst be able to cmmut to 
dsgtd lcl off. Dmstc and/or intl trvl up to 
80% req. Salary: $226,034/yr - $226,034 /yr. 
Please apply by sending your resume to 
US_PwC_Career_Recruitment@pwc.com, 
specifying Job Code CA4431 in the 
subject line.

Gaumont Television USA seeks to hire a 
Manager Creative Affairs, SPLATAM in 
West Hollywood, CA to Manage creative 
affairs function within the SPLATAM team 
to develop TV series for market. BA in Cin-
ema, Television, Journalism, or a rel. field, 
or foreign equiv. 10 m. exp. in creative af-
fairs. Proficiency: Microsoft Office; Google 
Suite; Power Point; In Design; Canva. Must 
have 10 m. exp. reading & preparing sum-
mary of SPLATAM scripts, books, or similar 
written submissions. Wage $73K to $75K/y. 
Email resume: careers@gaumont.com  or 
mail resume: 750 N San Vicente Blvd, Suite 
RW 1050, West Hollywood, CA 90069, Attn. 
HR Manager, job ref. #271.

Business Development Financial Man-
ager (LA, CA) Dev. & implement biz dev. 
strategies to drive growth & profit. Man-
age & optimize sales procs incl. ID’ing new 
biz opps & maintaining client rels. Master’s 
in Bus. Admin. or rel. deg. $137,093/yr. 
Resumés to: Frozen Delicacy, 4924 Balboa 
Blvd, Ste 469, Encino, CA 91316.

Marketing Specialist (Job Site: LA, CA), 
Law Offices of Brian W. Oh, PLC. Salary: 
$49k/yr. B.A. req’d. Resume to 3530 
Wilshire Blvd. #1720, L.A., CA 90010.

Sr. Graphic Designer. Req’d: MA in Graph-
ic Design, Design, or rel. $62,358/year. Mail 
Resume: Symphony Fashion, Inc. 2305 S. 
Santa Fe Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90058.

Benefits Administrator, Westlake Village, 
CA: The Benefits Administrator for Vibran-
alysis Inc. is responsible for managing all 
employee benefit programs in our com-
pany from leave of absence to retirement 
plans. Must have at least 2 years exp in the 
job offered or related role handling human 
resources and employee benefits; Must 
have in depth knowledge of all aspects of 
Assurance, Insurance and Medical Benefits 
FT, $55K/yr., Vibranalysis Inc. Email resume 
w/ copy of ad Attn: Neil Socquet, COO 
neil@vibranalysisinc.com.

Mackay Communications, Inc., in San 
Pedro, CA, seeks Engineering Tech. (Mari-
time Electronics).  Bachelors and GMDSS 
Radio Operator/Maintainer License with 
FCC Radar Endorsement req’d. $96,678/yr. 
Resumes to: Toni DeSmet, 3691 Trust Dr., 
Raleigh, NC 27616.

Database Administrator: Develop DB 
solutions for bus. Sys.; BS or equiv. in CE/
CS/CIS or related plus 2-yr exp. in CIS req’d; 
$99341/yr; Send resume to Solomon 
America, Inc. 200 Commerce, #100, Irvine, 
CA 92602.

Computer Systems Analyst: Develop 
bus. sys.; BS or equiv. in MIS/CE/CS/CIS 
or any related interdisciplinary eng. field 
+ 2-yr exp. in CSA/CIS req’d; $119995/yr; 
Send resume to Solomon America, Inc. 200 
Commerce, #100, Irvine, CA 92602.

Logistician sought by Well Luck Co. Inc., 
in Commerce, CA to analyze & coord logis-
tical function of Well Luck. Plan strategic 
sourcing initiatives & implmtn plan to 
ensure sourcing benefits are fully realized. 
$56,555 - $65,500/yr. Req: Bachelor’s deg 
in supply chain mgmt + 2 yrs of rltd exp as 
Sourcing Operation Analyst in analyzing & 
coord’g logistic functions, product acquisi-
tion, tariffs. Mail CV to HR, Well Luck, 104 
Harbor Dr, Jersey City, NJ 07305.

Architectural Designer, F/T (Los Angeles, 
CA) DSK Architects LLP. Site surveys, create 
as-built models, prep construction docs, 
manage permits, support project mgrs. Li-
cense not reqd. BA Architecture or Foreign 
Equiv. AutoCAD & Revit Skills Reqd. $59,509 
- $60K. Resume: amir@dskarch.com.

CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT
& EDUCATION

I Own Me:
The Spirit of Resistance & Rebirth

(a collection of short films)

Premiering the 
Award-Winning Film

Rock Island Prison 1864

Directed by Joy Shannon
May 22, 2025, 6:30 pm

Reel Sisters Tea &
Cinema Series Presents

For more information or tickets:  https://bit.ly/4cGa1fT

CULTURE................................... 3-4
The Vegas summer party guide 2025.
BY MARK STEFANOS

FOOD - WHAT’S POPPING UP.......5
Las Vegas edition.
BY MICHELE STUEVEN

ARTS............................................ 8
The Atomic Museum in Las Vegas solves 
the mystery behind Miss Atomic Bomb.
BY MICHELE STUEVEN

CLASSIFIEDS............................................ 2
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THE LAS VEGAS SUMMER PARTY GUIDE 2025
BY MARK STEFANOS

C U L T U R E

With EDC Las Vegas this 
weekend and Memorial 
Day Weekend the follow-
ing, Vegas summer party 
season is officially under-

way. That means the most robust lineups of 
DJs this side of the Mississippi will be keep-
ing all the major nightclubs and pool parties 
stacked til the college football homecom-
ings start again, so start stocking up on that 
5-HTP and chugging those electrolytes now.

Club Season on the Strip
The strip continues to offer the city’s 

most premium party experiences. As 
always, you’ll have to battle lines and a 

little chaos for the most popular spots, 
and getting in can get pricey, especially if 
you’re trying to get in on-the-spot mid-
day at the pool parties or past midnight 
for the night events.

But the early bird gets a discount worm, 
and most clubs have (somewhat) rea-
sonably priced tickets if you buy them 
online ahead of time. Some even offer 
free guestlist entry if you get there early 
enough — find a promoter around the 
strip during the day and they’ll hook 
you up, or check out websites like lasve-
gasnightclubs.com, nocovernightclubs.
com, freevegasclubpasses.com, or the 
Discotech app. Free guestlists work espe-

cially well if you are a group of women, or 
men willing to be treated like cattle in one 
of those sad factory farm documentaries 
for a while. 

The most dedicated partiers should 
look into the Tao Group Party Pass. Tao 
Group is now the largest consortium of 
clubs on the strip, and for about $130 
for women and $160 for men, you get 
unlimited weekend access to Hakkasan, 
OMNIA, JEWEL, Palm Tree Beach Club, 
TAO Beach and Nightclub, and Marquee 
Nightclub and Dayclub, depending on 
capacity. You have to buy it by 10 p.m. on 
Saturdays, but you can hop around be-
tween clubs as you please, making it your 

own little club festival.
As per usual, if you’ve long graduated 

from Bovine University and money is no 
object, throw some racks at bottle service 
and be treated like a VIP. 

Many clubs will be hosting pre- and 
after-parties for EDC, and Memorial Day 
Weekend will be nonstop everywhere. 
Here’s what to expect at the biggest clubs 
throughout the summer:

XS and Encore Beach Club: Stretched 
between the beautiful complexes of The 
Wynn and Encore, XS and Encore Beach 
Club still offer some of the best club expe-
riences in town. The parties will rage all 

COURTESY XS NIGHTCLUB AT WYNN LAS VEGAS

http://lasvegasnightclubs.com
http://lasvegasnightclubs.com
http://nocovernightclubs.com
http://nocovernightclubs.com
http://discotech.me
https://taogroup.com/las-vegas-party-pass/


summer featuring residents The Chain-
smokers, Marshmello, Diplo, Mau P, 
Odesza and more. On Sunday, May 25, of 
Memorial Weekend, XS will launch “Sun-
day MainStage,” a new festival-style pro-
duction, with an inaugural performance 
by Yeat.

For the full calendar, visit: wynnsocial.com.

Tao Beach and Nightclub at the Vene-
tian: Tao has been a cornerstone of Vegas 
partying for 20 years. Tao Beach dayclub 
will feature big electronic acts like Por-
ter Robinson, Zedd and Deorro, and the 
nightclub features more Top-40 and rap 
from DJs Justin Credible, E-Rock and 
Crespo.

For Tao Beach, visit: taogroup.com/
venues/tao-beach-dayclub-las-vegas.

For the nightclub, visit: taogroup.com/
venues/tao-nightclub-las-vegas.

Palm Tree Beach Club at MGM 
Grand: Opening this month, the 60,000 
sq. ft. club will include a ground-level 
stage and a salt water pool where you can 
see acts like Fisher, Chris Lake, Martin 
Garrix and Tiesto. 

Visit: taogroup.com/venues/palm-tree-
beach-club-las-vegas.

LIV at Fountainbleu: A giant club at 
one of the newest hotels, the Vegas out-
post of the storied LIV will have a heck 
of a lineup Memorial Weekend at both 
their night and “Beach” dayclub, includ-
ing John Summit, Disco Lines and Dom 
Dolla.

Visit: livnightclub.com/las-vegas.

Drai’s at the Cromwell: The top dedi-
cated hip-hop venue in town, Drai’s has 
multiple levels, an after-hours and day-
club. Memorial Day Weekend will feature 
favorites Jeezy, Gunna and Lil Wayne, and 
throughout the summer look forward to 
Ty Dolla $ign, Dababy and Wiz Khalifa.

Visit: draisgroup.com/las-vegas/

Zouk and Ayu at Resorts World: 
You may know Zouk from the new club 
opened in Hollywood, but the Vegas ver-
sion is bigger and just as high-tech, with 
premium programming all summer long 
between their Zouk Nightclub and Ayu 
Dayclub. Memorial weekend will feature 
Kaskade and DJ Snoopadelic (yes, that’s 
Snoop Dogg), and they will be celebrat-
ing their four-year anniversary in June 
with DJ Snake and Lil Wayne.

Visit: zoukgrouplv.com

Hakkasan at MGM Grand: One of the 
biggest clubs on the strip, Hakkasan is 
where you can find a mix of electronic 
and rap acts like DJ Pauly D, Mustard and 
Four Color Zack.

Visit: taogroup.com/venues/hakkasan-
nightclub-las-vegas.

Marquee at Cosmopolitan: Located in 
the young and fun Cosmo, Marquee con-
tinues to be a destination, featuring both 
clubs both day and night. Another in 
the Tao Group collection, acts this sum-
mer include Chris Lake, ARMNHMR, 
and look out for BigXthaPlug Memorial 
Weekend.

Visit: taogroup.com/venues/marquee-

nightclub-las-vegas/

Downtown Vegas/Fremont Street
If you like partying, but a relentless 

EDC weekend or aggressive clubbing 
on the strip aren’t your vibe, down-
town Las Vegas might just be your sav-
ior. You can get down and dirty at bar/
clubs without the hassle and price tags 
of the strip, plus drinks are cheaper too. 
And if you need some air, you can al-
ways walk through the Fremont Street 
Experience and have a blast and find 
some trouble. Some spots to check out 
— Discopussy, Commonwealth and We 
All Scream.

Palindrome Wedding 

Meet your rave bae on the dance floor 
and looking to get hitched? May 25, 2025, 
might be the perfect day to do it — it’s an-
ticipated to be a highly popular wedding 
date, as 5-2-5-2-5 is a palindrome that 
reads the same backward and forwards. 
The same will be the case for any day be-
tween Tuesday, May 20, and Thursday, 
May 29.

This is a terrible idea of course, but 
could make for a cute story to tell your 
cyborg offspring in like 30 years after the 
AI apocalypse. 
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Rick Ross at Drai’s
COURTESY RADIS DENPHUTARAPHRECHAR

TAO Beach Dayclub
COURTESY TAO GROUP HOSPITALITY

http://wynnsocial.com
http://taogroup.com/venues/tao-beach-dayclub-las-vegas/
http://taogroup.com/venues/tao-beach-dayclub-las-vegas/
http://taogroup.com/venues/tao-nightclub-las-vegas/
http://taogroup.com/venues/tao-nightclub-las-vegas/
http://taogroup.com/venues/palm-tree-beach-club-las-vegas
http://taogroup.com/venues/palm-tree-beach-club-las-vegas
http://livnightclub.com/las-vegas
https://draisgroup.com/las-vegas/
https://zoukgrouplv.com/


The 
Wynn Las 
Vegas unveiled PI-
SCES Bar & Seafare, its newest 

dining concept this week. Led by Execu-
tive Chef Martin Heierling, PISCES draws 
inspiration from coastal traditions of the 
Mediterranean and celebrates the flavors 
and techniques that define the region’s 
culinary heritage. 

Heierling spotlights a bountiful se-
lection of fresh fish sourced from the 
Mediterranean, with menu highlights 
that include the Ocean-to-Fire Seafood 
Platter featuring crispy Oishii shrimp, 
broiled king crab legs, grilled lobster 
tails, mussels, clams, and Greek seafood 
broth, as well as the lobster spaghettini 
with fennel, tomato, and extra virgin ol-
ive oil. The dry-aged fish program con-
centrates flavor with options like grilled 
Orata seabream and salt-baked Loup de 
Mer. 

Dishes like the Regiis caviar and Jamón 
Ibérico croquetas with gold leaf and 
chive blossom are meant to be shared as 
well as the and Paella alla Pisces, made 
with spiny lobster tail, shrimp, calamari, 
mussels, clams, nora chili rouille, saf-
fron, and bomba rice. There are also 
dishes for carnivores to choose from, 
like grilled lamb chops.

Le Café Central, the newest addition 
to the Le Café du Vegas family in Las 
Vegas’ Chinatown, brings a European 
café experience to the neighborhood. 
Following the success of Le Café du Val 
in Henderson and Le Café du Sud in 
Southern Highlands, the latest expansion 
will feature the café brand’s signature pas-
tries, breakfast and lunch selections in a 

stunning space. Signature offerings will 
include classics like socca and panisse, 
bouillabaisse and daube Niçoise, foie gras 
and boudin noir. 

The bistro will also debut a weekend 
dinner service featuring amuse bar and 
petite plates, inspired by co-owner David 
Gazzano’s hometown of Nice, small 
bites and appetizer-style dishes from the 
French Riviera. Every day the cafe will 
serve a variety of delicate galettes, arti-
sanal sandwiches, fresh salads and an as-
sortment of Viennoiseries, rich, sweet and 
pillowy pastries. Expect classic macarons, 
sweet and savory crepes and espresso-
based drinks and teas.

For Memorial day weekend, Proper 
Eats Food Hall inside the ARIA Resort 
& Casino will offer veterans 50% off all 
orders from Lola’s Burgers Saturday 
through Monday.

On Wednesday, May 21 at 7 p.m., 
Balla Italian Soul at the Sahara Las 
Vegas will offer an exclusive wine dinner 
with Piedmont, Italy’s Adriano Marco e 
Vittorio. The five-course experience will 
feature a variety of wines, including a 
late harvest Moscato for dessert, paired 
with limited-time, chef-prepared dishes. 
Tickets are $175 per person and can be 
purchased on Open Table.

Also at the Sahara Chickie’s & Pete’s 
Crabhouse and Sports Bar is offering a 
“Pete-zza” of the month. May’s featured 
dish is the White Tuscan, made with 
shredded mozzarella, pesto sauce, pro-
sciutto, balsamic fig glaze and fresh basil. 
Available for $25.

SAHARA Las Vegas and Las Vegas 
PRIDE have partnered to present the 
Elevate PRIDE Pool Party, an inclusive 
rooftop celebration held every Saturday 
from noon to 6 p.m. at the Alexandria 
Pool beginning Saturday, May 31. Open 
to guests 21 and older, the high-energy 
weekly event invites attendees to express 
themselves freely while supporting the 
LGBTQIA+ community. Half of every 
ticket sold benefits Las Vegas PRIDE and 
its mission to foster acceptance and end 
discrimination. Featuring music, cabana 
rentals and complimentary valet and self-
parking, the pool party offers a safe, joy-
ful space where everyone can gather in 
celebration of love and equality. General 
admission is $20, plus taxes and fees. For 
more information or to purchase tickets, 
visit SAHARA Las Vegas’ website.  
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WHAT’S WHAT’S 
POPPINGPOPPINGUPUP
F O O D

“PETE-ZZA” OF THE MONTH courtesy Sahara Las Vegas; Food spread 
courtesy Le Cafe Central. Pisces Bar courtesy Brandon Barre; 
Le Cafe Central interior courtesy Chris Wessling 

BY MICHELE STUEVENBY MICHELE STUEVEN
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ALL THE DIRT.
ALL IN ONE PLACE.
Book Your Tickets Now.

Las Vegas, Nevada
themobmuseum.org • 702.229.2734
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THE ATOMIC MUSEUM 
IN LAS VEGAS SOLVES 
THE MYSTERY BEHIND 
MISS ATOMIC BOMB
BY MICHELE STUEVEN

After 25 years of exhaustive re-
search and investigative effort, 
historian and founding Atom-
ic Museum member Robert 
Friedrichs has uncovered the 

true identity of the woman behind one of 
the most iconic photographs of the Atomic 
Age, Miss Atomic Bomb.

The unforgettable image, captured 
by Las Vegas News Bureau photogra-
pher Don English and released on May 
24, 1957, coincided with Operation 
Plumbbob at the Nevada Test Site. The 
photo features a beaming Copa showgirl 
in the Nevada desert wearing a mush-
room cloud swimsuit, her arms stretched 
triumphantly toward the sky.

The mushroom cloud had become the 
defining visual symbol of the atomic 
bomb, a striking and dramatic represen-
tation of nuclear power. From the earli-
est tests at Enewetak Atoll to the Nevada 
Test Site, the sight of the billowing cloud 
became synonymous with the era’s sci-
entific and military advancements. 
Recognizing the power of this imagery, 
English’s team crafted a cotton mush-
room cloud and attached it to the front 
of the showgirl’s swimsuit, transforming 
her into Miss Atomic Bomb.

“Las Vegas played a vibrant and unique 
role in the Atomic Age, and Miss Atomic 
Bomb has always been a symbol of 
that era’s colorful history,” says Joseph 
Kent, deputy director and curator at the 
Atomic Museum.

The photograph symbolizes the con-
vergence of Cold War culture, science 
and the burgeoning entertainment in-
dustry of Las Vegas. Recognized in hun-
dreds of publications worldwide, the 
photo helped cement Las Vegas as a cul-
tural epicenter of the Atomic Age. For 70 
years the photo of Anna Lee Mahoney of 
the Bronx, New York circulated around 
the world, drawing millions to the 
Nevada desert. 

Although the subject of the photograph 
was long identified as Lee A. Merlin, her 
true identity has long been shrouded in 
mystery. Through the assistance of a pro-
fessional detective agency, Friedrichs un-
covered conclusive evidence linking two 
names to a single social security number. 
This evidence, supported by birth re-
cords and communication with a living 
relative, revealed that Lee A. Merlin was 
actually a stage name for Mahoney. 

“She was selected at random to be in 
one of the series of publicity pictures 
they were taking at the time, nobody 
knew the names of these strip regulars,” 
the Vegas-born Friedrichs, who grew up 
with the nuclear programs in Las Vegas 
and the media hypes that were used to 
market the desert town, tells LA Weekly. 
“She was using a stage name, which was 
common practice at the time,” he says. 
“It took years to work through that and 
find a family member that knew her real 
name. They had no idea that she was Miss 
Atomic Bomb and had never seen the 
photo before. In discussions the distant 
cousins provided her maiden name, so I 
had something to work with there. She 
had no children. I felt it was important for 
other family members to know what her 
contribution was to the city of Las Vegas.”

Mahoney, born Aug. 14, 1927, trained 
in ballet and modern dance under 
Madame Bronislava Nijinska in Los 
Angeles before performing in various 
shows and musicals under the stage 
name Lee Merlin. By 1957, she per-
formed as lead dancer at the Sands Hotel 
Copa showroom in Las Vegas, where she 
participated in the now-iconic Las Vegas 
News Bureau photoshoot. In 1962, she 
married and later moved to Hawaii, 
where she worked as a mental health 
counselor. In the late 1990s, she relocated 
to Santa Cruz, California, and worked for 
the Cabrillo College Foundation, rais-
ing funds for student scholarships. She 

passed away in 2001 after battling cancer. 
“I had started the search, hoping that 

she would still be alive and interested 
in coming to the grand opening of the 
museum,” says Friedrichs, “ but unfor-
tunately she had just passed, which we 
didn’t know until last year. She had no 
idea of the impact she had on the mar-
keting of Las Vegas.”

To honor the discovery and its 20th 
anniversary, the Smithsonian-affiliated 
museum will display a temporary ex-
hibit dedicated to Friedrich’s search and 
ultimate discovery of the iconic figure’s 
real identity, as well as the image’s evolu-
tion through the years. Organized in col-
laboration with the Las Vegas Archives, 
which today maintains the Las Vegas 
News Bureau’s collection in conjunc-
tion with the Las Vegas Convention and 
Visitors Authority, the exhibit is planned 
for a June debut.

For more information on the Atomic 
Museum, please visit atomicmuseum.
vegas.  

Additional reporting by Andrea Drake
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YOU’RE ONLY A 

PASSWORD away
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

THEMOBMUSEUM.ORG • 702.229.2734


