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WHAT’S 
POPPINGUP

Check out the bounty in this week’s

HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE INSIDE
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‘A REAL PAIN’ STUMBLES BEFORE FINDING 
ITS FOOTING
BY CHAD BYRNES

We’ve all met someone like 
Benji (Kieran Culkin). 
While charismatic and 
freewheeling, enter-
ing every room as if he’s 

performing at the Comedy Store, he’s also 
thin-skinned, obnoxious, and prone to angry 
tirades. He smokes weed to maintain some 
stability, drinks too much at restaurants, and 
spreads his joy and pain like a disturbed un-
cle at a family reunion. Now, imagine if you 
went on a Holocaust tour with him. That’s the 
basic premise of Jesse Eisenberg’s sophomore 
film, A Real Pain, which tackles generational 
trauma with the kind of winsome, shaggy 
touch you’d expect from the Oscar-nomi-
nated actor (The Social Network), who’s like 
a nerdier version of Albert Brooks. Highly 
lauded at this year’s Sundance Film Festival, 
A Real Pain is a stripped-down, laissez-faire 
dramedy that combines weighty material 
and a massive performance by Culkin, but 
struggles to stay afloat. 

The movie opens on David (Jesse Eisen-
berg) meeting his cousin Benji at the air-
port, where they’ll fly to Poland to join a 
Holocaust history tour while also visiting 
the birthplace of their recently deceased 
grandmother, a Holocaust survivor. Al-
though they were close at one time, the 
cousins have grown apart; Benji is vola-
tile but open-hearted and unrestricted, 
David is repressed, insecure, and anxious. 
Their lives have taken divergent paths as 
well. Benji lives in someone’s basement 
and juggles odd jobs, while David works 
for a successful software company and 

supports a family.
In Poland, the two are forced to contend 

with each other as well as with fellow tour 
members. “This will be a tour of pain,” 
cautions their guide, James (Will Sharpe). 
David heeds this warning; Benji, not so 
much. After Benji embeds himself in the 
group like he’s partying in Spring Break, 
David emotionally retreats, finding his 
cousin’s behavior inappropriate. He’s not 
wrong — Benji is a knotted ball of toxic 
energy, and an incredible annoyance. 
Perhaps Eisenberg is trying to show that 
David’s reticence and Benji’s raucousness 
are two sides of the same coin, maybe 
traits of inherited anguish. But Benji 
outdoes his cousin in portraying this by 
miles.  When he’s not usurping everyone’s 
attention (on a Holocaust tour!), he has 
numerous public meltdowns, including 
one during which he ruthlessly shames 
everyone for riding first class on the 
same route that transported their fami-
lies to the camps, and another where he 
needlessly berates their tour guide. Benji 
never shows an ounce of remorse for his 
malignant behavior, and is completely 
oblivious when he’s reminded of it. 

Although Benji’s mood swings are the 
emotional core of the story, and the driv-
ing engine of the narrative, Eisenberg, 
strangely, doesn’t give them a convincing 
context or justification. At times, Benji 
displays a sweet side, rallying everyone 
to take pictures in front of monuments 
or unexpectedly embracing David as they 
walk through Poland. But these flashes of 

sincerity are overshadowed by his dark 
side. His unexplained issues might be 
played for laughs — it’s actually hard to 
tell — but it’s more disturbing than com-
ic. For long stretches, we simply wait for 
another manic meltdown, which creates 
a paranoia that courses through the film 
like strychnine. Between some engaging 
moments, this aptly titled film can be a 
grating experience that rips us out of the 
more subversive elements of the story. At 
one point, I wondered why I wasn’t con-
necting with Benji on a more personal 
level, instead of feeling that I was being 
forced to watch a millennial version of 
Vince Vaughn in Made, a cavalier jerk 
mucking up an important mission.  

The movie works best when it loosens 
the grip on the main plot and gives us 
room to engage with other characters, 
and with Poland’s elegiac backdrop. The 
tour includes some fascinating charac-
ters, including a recent divorcée (Jennifer 
Grey), a retired couple (Liza Sadovy and 
Daniel Oreskes), and a Rwandan who 
converted to Judaism (Kurt Egyiawan). 
Their reactions to their surroundings, 
not to mention to Benji, give the film a 
quiet authenticity. There is also a fan-
tastic dinner scene in which David falls 
apart, allowing us a little insight into his 
inner conflicts. As a director, Eisenberg 
has a deft and refined approach to Po-
land’s Jewish history. Capturing the tour 
on a naturalistic level, he pulls us into 
a headspace where history and trauma 
manifest, confidently framing locales 
where unimaginable atrocities occurred 
without relying on musical cues or tired 
cliches. It’s a difficult feat that he pulls 
off seamlessly. The movie does some-
what find its footing toward the third 
act, when David and Benji are able to 
connect more personally, although these 
moments feel slightly forced and lacking 
in authenticity. 

Overall, the movie simply falls short 
of packing the emotional punch the plot 
requires. The main problem is Eisen-
berg’s choice to keep Benji at such an 
untouchable distance. We can’t under-
stand him, nor are we given permission 
to try. Although it’s common for film-
makers to withhold information to cre-

ate a sense of ambiguity, it feels odd to 
do so with a protagonist who holds the 
key to the film’s subtext. Eisenberg had 
a similar problem in his first film, When 
You Finish Saving the World, which also 
portrayed shallow, unlikable characters 
without an explanation. We’re simply 
supposed to accept them as they are, and 
not ask any questions. 

Culkin, though, is fantastic. Coming off 
a much-deserved Emmy win for his role 
in Succession, he wrings every last drop 
of emotion from a role that is mostly 
one-dimensional: If there’s a correlation 
between Benji’s short temper and genera-
tional trauma, it’s presented tenuously at 
best. Eisenberg does try to make up for 
this void by examining different shades 
of Benji’s personality later in the film 
(mostly with a weak backstory), but it’s 
too late, we’re too numb to care. 

It’s nearly impossible not to compare 
this movie with Alexander Payne’s Side-
ways. Though the latter takes place in 
wine country and not on a Holocaust 
tour, obviously lowering the stakes, they 
exist in the same rarefied world: The road 
trip, buddy dramedy showcasing two 
disparate personalities. The difference 
is in the filmmakers’ approaches. While 
Payne examines his broken characters 
without an ounce of shyness, Eisenberg 
tiptoes, possibly worried about what he’ll 
find. His caution doesn’t bode well for 
the story. Even if his purpose is to make 
us feel existentially disconnected, we 
yearn to understand these guys, not ob-
serve them like specimens in a controlled 
environment.

Although Benji’s slight characteriza-
tion keeps the movie from reaching any 
kind of transcendence, it’s still a crisply 
paced and ultimately embracing journey 
into history, pain, and how we contextu-
alize those things in our daily existence. 
Eisenberg’s a good filmmaker who has 
a strong sense of comic timing and a 
genuine interest in fractured people, he 
just needs to color in between the lines 
a little. If Benji just gave us a moment’s 
peace, this could’ve been a more engag-
ing and enlightening ride, instead of one 
where the bumps throw us off course and 
make us dizzy.  

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

COURTESY SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES
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A Turkey Trot And The Yung Gravy Baster
BY MICHELE STUEVEN

Whether you’re staying in or 
trotting out for Thanks-
giving, here are some 
ideas to make the most 
of the fall holiday. 

The family-owned Water Grill, is offer-
ing a  three-course menu that features a 
choice of starter (clam chowder or mixed 
organic greens), roasted Diestel Family 
Ranch turkey served with Yukon gold 
mashed potatoes, traditional cranberry 
sauce, house-made sourdough apple-
celery stuffing and turkey gravy and a 
choice of pumpkin cheesecake or  cara-
mel bread pudding for dessert.  It’s  $72 

per adult and $26 for children under 12. 
For those interested in a more nontra-
ditional Thanksgiving feast, Water Grill 
will also offer its regular menu. For more 
information, visit watergrill.com/la.

For those looking for a vegan version of 
the holiday, Crossroads Kitchen locations 
will offer a 4-course pre-fixe plant-based 
menu will be available from 12 p.m. to 
6 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 28 for $80 per 
person (plus tax + 20% gratuity). Reser-
vations are available via OpenTable for 
their Calabasas and Melrose locations. 
The first course is celery root soup, fol-
lowed by a Waldorf salad, and a choice of 

breaded scallopini or roasted lion’s mane 
mushrooms in herb gravy.  Entrees are 
served with mashed potatoes and gravy,  
classic stuffing,cranberry relish Brus-
sels sprouts with currants, pine nuts and 
maple dijon vinaigrette and sweet potato 
biscuits with maple butter. Pumpkin pie 
or cranberry sorbet are for dessert.

Enjoy all the Thanksgiving fixings at 
555 East, the  classic American steak-
house and Long Beach staple. The  three-

course  menu featuring a starter of either 
clam chowder or organic mixed greens; 
an entrée of roasted Diestel Family Ranch 
turkey, roasted garlic mashed potatoes, 
traditional cranberry sauce, house-made 
sourdough apple-celery stuffing and tur-
key gravy; and a dessert of either pump-
kin cheesecake or old-fashioned choco-
late cake. The feast costs $72 per adult 
and $26 per child under 12. 555 East will 
also offer its regular menu. 

WHAT’S 
POPPINGUP
F O O D

COURTESY AMERICA’S TEST KITCHEN

COURTESY MICHELE STUEVEN COURTESY MICHELE STUEVEN

https://www.watergrill.com/la
https://www.watergrill.com/la
https://www.opentable.com/r/crossroads-kitchen-calabasas
https://www.opentable.com/r/crossroads-kitchen-melrose-los-angeles
https://www.555east.com/
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If you’re looking for a great hostess 
gift or recipes for your own feast, the 
America’s Test Kitchen 25th Anniversary 
special edition cookbook is filled to the 
brim with tips, tricks, and science, and 
has every recipe  you could possibly need 
to master every Thanksgiving staple. 

Whether you’re looking to perfect the 
classics or interested in exploring new 
takes on traditional Thanksgiving dishes, 
the America’s Test Kitchen team has test-
ed ingredients and methods to guide you 
to the perfect Thanksgiving dinner from 
pecan pie to cauliflower soup, with new 
twists like simple grill-roasted turkey , 
turkey thigh confit with citrus-mustard 
sauce, Brussels sprouts salad with warm 
mustard vinaigrette , skillet apple pie 
and cranberry curd tart with almond 
crust. 500 Recipes That Changed the Way 
America Cooks is $45.00 and contains 
500 recipes.

Skrewball and rapper-cowboy Yung 
Gravy are kicking off Thanksgiving  with 
the release of a limited-edition Skrewball 
Baster Set. Designed for sharing Skrew-
ball Whiskey with family and friends, the  
unique set includes seven shot basters, a 
wooden baster holder, and a gravy boat. 
Available at Basted.SkrewballWhiskey.
com, the gift set is not just for basting 
the turkey and passing the gravy,  it’s 

designed to share shots and the peanut 
butter flavor notes  of Skrewball Whiskey. 

Polly’s Pies is here to take the stress out 
of the season with no-hassle, ready-made 
meals and feasts, plus an extensive variety 
of  pies.  In addition to favorites like apple 
crisp, banana cream, banberry, coconut 
cream, chocolate silk, lemon meringue, 
the  Southern California  institution will 
offer seasonal pies, including Pump-
kin, Pumpkin Dream, Pumpkin Maple 
Crunch, and Pumpkin Praline Cheese-
cake. 

Whether you’re looking for the tradi-
tional spread or a quick $12 meal deal, 
Vallarta Supermarkets’ always has  af-
fordable offerings. The Traditional 
Thanksgiving dinner includes a Butter-
ball turkey,  mashed potatoes, homestyle 
gravy and stuffing, and cranberry orange 
relish for $89.99,  valid through Thurs-
day, Nov. 28.  The  individual $12 meal 
deal comes with turkey, ham, or Cornish 
hens with a $50 purchase valid through 
Thanksgiving.

Limited pumpkin items include pump-
kin muffins, loaves, and tamales through 
Thanksgiving.

Stonefire Grill, founded by sisters Mary 
and Maureen Harrigan in Valencia, has 
made the day before Thanksgiving its 
own Garlic Mashed Potatoes Day, which 

COURTESY EG

COURTESY AMERICA’S TEST KITCHEN

https://shop.americastestkitchen.com/americas-test-kitchen-25-anniversary-cookbook.html?srsltid=AfmBOorT6iBY1ZHO7beSjq47109tYAW_AbybCnjZUZ-xgHylCbAr9EpB
https://shop.americastestkitchen.com/americas-test-kitchen-25-anniversary-cookbook.html?srsltid=AfmBOorT6iBY1ZHO7beSjq47109tYAW_AbybCnjZUZ-xgHylCbAr9EpB
https://basted.skrewballwhiskey.com./
https://basted.skrewballwhiskey.com./
https://email2.championmgt.com/c/eJwcyktugzAQANDT4GU0vxh74UU3uYc9MxRUCKi4Qbl9pazfs-JqXKsGLzgy3gXGnMJcSDXlHB1ya6OpCkYVsbtN3szrGJZCQIKITMyM6ZbN2MAsJZuUAQYBnet2LPtz--433bewlrn34xz4a6DHQI_rum7Hvq7v81j8_JTfsp39z1_-HATWern_rO-P9MIR7ogglVljU4JoNTKyTdQYPYVeJFdoKknGBgouUhk4k5HHSNwkvAr9BwAA___Tn0if
https://www.instagram.com/vallarta.supermarkets/
https://www.instagram.com/vallarta.supermarkets/p/CWZWpXNs8_5/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/vallarta.supermarkets/p/CWZWpXNs8_5/?hl=en
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has been officially recognized by the Na-
tional Day Archives as the day before 
Thanksgiving. The restaurant is a trib-
ute to their mother, Mary Lou, and the 
meals and memories she shared with her 
family, like  the garlic mashed potatoes 
family recipe. The first-ever National 
Garlic Mashed Potatoes Day takes place 
on  Wednesday, Nov.  27. To place your 
holiday garlic mashed potatoes order, 
visit order.stonefiregrill.com or call your 
neighborhood Stonefire Grill. 

For those who want to burn calories 
instead of counting them, you can ace up 
your sneakers and join the 12th Annual 
Turkey Trot Los Angeles 5k/10k run walk 
in Downtown L.A. on Thursday, Nov. 28. 
More than 6,000 participants, dressed as 
everything from turkeys and pilgrims to 
pies and mashed potatoes, will gather in 
front of city hall  to run, jog, and walk 
through some of the city’s  scenic land-
marks. The route winds past the Disney 
Concert Hall, the Broad Museum, the 
Museum of Contemporary Art, and his-
toric Spring Street,. The charity event 
benefits The Midnight Mission, which 
helps  those experiencing homelessness. 
The goal is to raise $100,000 to provide 
essential services, shelter, and hope to 
those in need. Choose your race: a 5k, 
10k, the 1-mile Widdle Wobble for kids, 
or the 1-mile dog jog for four-legged 
friends. The Widdle Wobble for ages two 
to 12 is a fun run around Grand Park 
featuring a kid zone with face-painting. 

New this year, the event will host a 
Thanksgiving Expo on Wednesday, Nov.  
27, at Grand Park from 12 noon to 5 p.m. 
The festivities will include a craft station 
sponsored by BAZIC Products for chil-
dren and families. Crafts will include an 
assortment of coloring activities. Ad-

COURTESY MEGAN BLAIR

COURTESY WATER GRILL 

COURTESY MICHELE STUEVEN

http://order.stonefiregrill.com/
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ditional sponsors will provide product 
giveaways and sampling while partici-
pants pick up their race bib and t-shirt, 
all in preparation for race morning.

Avalon LA, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to helping  underserved com-
munities and at-risk individuals across 
Los Angeles will have  its second annual 
Day of Giving  event  on Wednesday, 
Nov. 27 from 10:00 a.m. to  2 p.m. at  the 
new resource center at 6622 Crenshaw 
Blvd,, which is set to open in December 
2024. The event will feature a Thanksgiv-
ing lunch, live music, games, and family-
friendly activities, bringing neighbors 
together for a festive day of joy and 
community spirit. Avalon LA will serve 
500 free Thanksgiving meals on a first-
come, first-served basis to ensure that as 
many individuals as possible can enjoy 
the holiday season with a warm meal in 
a welcoming environment.  

COURTESY TTLA PRESS
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LA WEEKLY HOLIDAY GUIDE 2024
As the holiday season approaches, Los Angeles is bursting with ways to celebrate! 

From a dazzling tree lighting at Union Station and an immersive Nutcracker ballet 
to unique gift ideas and seasonal job opportunities, our guide has everything you 

need to make this season unforgettable. Dive in and discover the best of LA’s holiday magic!

S P O N S O R E D

9TH ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY

Join Los Angeles Union Station and celebrate the holiday season with the 9th Annual 
Tree Lighting Ceremony taking place on Monday, November 25, 2024 from 6:00 PM 
to 9:00 PM in the Ticket Concourse. 

Enjoy live musical performances by Kingston Ska Orchestra and Los Rebeldes Ro-
manticos presented by Metro Art. 

Gather with special guests from the North Pole for the lighting of the signature 30-
foot tree in the historic Ticket Concourse – marking the first time this section of the 
station will be open to the public throughout the holiday season. 

Get into the holiday spirit with family-friendly activities including photos with Santa 
in the Waiting Room.  

Visit the North Patio which will transform into the North Pole for families to enjoy 
arts and crafts, milk and cookies, holiday characters and more, courtesy of McDonald’s 
of Southern California. 

unionstationla.com

THE NUTCRACKER SUITE

ACB’s The Nutcracker Suite is a place so magical it appears only once a year. L.A.’s 
most enchanting Nutcracker transports the holiday favorite to an immersive, snow-
globe dream world filled with the beautiful dance and live music you’d expect… and so 
much more that you never would. Tickets are already selling out – see it while you can. 

Nov. 30 – Dec. 24
acbdances.com | @americancontemporaryballet

ALBEN LANE SOY CANDLES

Hand-Poured Soy Can-
dles - Bring a little hygge 
home with Alben Lane’s 8oz 
candles—100% vegan, hand-
poured, and free from para-
bens and phthalates. Each can-
dle is made with pure soy wax 
for a clean, 40-hour burn and 
comes in incredible scents like 
The Cottage and the seasonal 
Solstice. With recyclable glass 
jars and sustainable Canadian 
materials, it’s a guilt-free treat 
for yourself or a loved one. 
Plus, local customers in Can-
ada can snag a free candle by 
returning five jars. Sustainably 
packaged.

albenlane.com

SHADOWCLIP

Personalized Candle 
Clips - Give your gifted 
candle a magical twist 
with a ShadowClip. As 
your candle flickers, these 
pure copper clips cast 
intricate shadows that 
dance on the walls, trans-
forming any room into a 
scene straight out of a fai-
rytale. Each clip is crafted 
with care and designed to 
set the perfect mood. 

shadowclip.co
@_shadowclip

https://www.acbdances.com/the-nutcracker-suite
https://www.unionstationla.com/happenings/9th-annual-tree-lighting-ceremony/
https://www.unionstationla.com/happenings/9th-annual-tree-lighting-ceremony/
https://www.acbdances.com/the-nutcracker-suite
https://www.instagram.com/americancontemporaryballet/
http://albenlane.com
http://albenlane.com
http://shadowclip.co
http://shadowclip.co
https://www.instagram.com/_shadowclip_/
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CITY SWIMMERS & OTHER STORIES

City Swimmers & Other Stories by Steve 
Clark: Ten unforgettable stories weave 
through Paris cafes, Manhattan apart-
ments and Alaskan fishing towns, explor-
ing the heart’s deepest secrets. Smart, 
sophisticated storytelling for lovers of 
contemporary fiction and anyone who 
cherishes books that linger in the mind 
long after the last page. A perfect gift for 
your most discerning reader, available in 
three elegant formats. Warning: May cause 
intense feelings and missed appointments.

Find it here at amazon.com

UNWRAP A SEXY NEW JOB
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

The holiday season can be a very 
busy time but it is also a VERY ex-
pensive time! To help pay for all 
those gifts, why not find a great job 
on SEXYJOBS.COM.

Sexyjobs offers many work from 
home gigs in the SoCal area and be-
yond. Many of the jobs on Sexyjobs 
pay weekly so you can start earning 
money right away.

Sexyjobs is always FREE for Job-
seekers!

Are you short staffed this holi-
day season and need to hire? Sexy-
jobs has the best deals on the web! 
From Beautiful promo models, Bar 
and Club staff for holiday parties 
to Dancers and Mainstream gigs. If 
you’re an employer you’ll find com-
fort for your hiring budget and joy 
for your staffing needs. 

Check out the original alternative 
job board since 1998, Sexyjobs.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
Sexyjobs.com

ZIG-ZAG

Just in time for the holiday season, Zig-Zag presents 
its apparel and accessories offerings now available on 
its new website www.zigzagsupply.com. Whether shop-
ping our vintage apparel collection to snagging elite 
smoking accessories for the home or adding branded 
skateboards to your own personal collection, Zig-Zag 
has you covered for gifting needs among friends, family 
and all smoking connoisseurs on your list. Check out 
Zig-Zag Supply on IG @zigzagsupply.

MARTHA STEWART CBD 
GUMMIES

Give yourself (or some-
one you love) the gift of zen 
with Martha Stewart’s CBD 
Gummies. Whether you’re 
craving a good night’s 
sleep, a moment to unwind, 
or a way to ease everyday 
aches, her Sleep, Chill, and 
Extra Strength gummies 
will scratch that itch.

marthastewartcbd.com

CURDBOX

Perfect for the foodie or the 
hard-to-shop-for host, Curd-
box brings the ultimate tast-
ing experience straight to your 
door (or mouth). It's Christ-
mas every month when one of 
these tasty babies is brought to 
your door, featuring 3 artisanal 
cheeses, 3 delicious pairings 
(think jams, chocolate, and 
more), plus a curated Spotify 
playlist to set the mood.

curdbox.com

OLA SOL

Premium Agave Wine - For the tequila lover 
who wants a lighter twist, Ola Sol is a unique agave 
wine that delivers the taste of tequila with half the 
alcohol and sugar. Made from 100% Blue Weber 
Agave and fermented, not distilled, this smooth, 
clean drink has a lower ABV of 24%, offering a 
premium experience without the punch of tradi-
tional spirits. Non-GMO, vegan, gluten-free, and 
with no added sugar, it’s a fresh, sophisticated 
choice for holiday gatherings or cozy nights in.

olasol.com

https://www.amazon.com/Swimmers-Other-Stories-Steve-Clark/dp/B0DGZZLD7B
http://SEXYJOBS.COM
https://www.amazon.com/Swimmers-Other-Stories-Steve-Clark/dp/B0DGZZLD7B
http://SEXYJOBS.COM
http://Sexyjobs.com
http://www.zigzagsupply.com
http://www.zigzagsupply.com
https://www.instagram.com/zigzagsupply/
http://marthastewartcbd.com
http://marthastewartcbd.com
http://curdbox.com
http://curdbox.com
http://olasol.com
http://olasol.com
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I SAW GESAFFELSTEIN AT THE FORUM 
AND GOT SCARED
BY MARK STEFANOS

Gesaffelstein, the French techno 
producer and musician who’s 
worked with the likes of The 
Weeknd and Kanye, stopped 
at the Kia Forum last Friday, 

Nov. 8, in support of his new album Gamma.

A Gesaffelstein show is a full sensory 
experience — big, thumping anthems; 
cinematic smoke, stage and lighting; and 
The Dark Prince himself at the center of 
it, clad in a larger-than-life reflective suit 
and helmet that replicates his visage. His 

mask had lights around the eyes, and at 
times the whole stage would go dark be-
hind him, leaving the two sinister lit-up 
circles darting in the ether.

Opener The Dare set a tone — “It feels 
horny in here,” someone commented on-

line — closing his set out with his indeed 
horny hit “Girls.”

Taking the stage, Gesaffelstein deliv-
ered a signature set, stacked up top with 
older hits like “Opr” and “Pursuit” and 
several cuts off Gamma like “The Urge” 

M U S I C

Gesaffelstein - Coachella 
AMY SUSSMAN, GETTY
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and “Hard Dreams.”
If you ever dreamt of attending a vam-

pire rave like the opening scene of Blade, 
the vibe of a Gesa show is about as close 
as you’re gonna get (without all the blood 
and pushing).

Two-thirds of the way into the set, the 
tempo was upped into a more disorient-
ing hardstyle with “Tyrany,” “Psycho” and 
“Orck,” and the increasingly overwhelm-
ing onslaught of sound and red light 

made me — a full grown man — lose my 
cool and get scared, if for just a moment.

It turns out having my fight or flight 
triggered made the final act all the more 
satisfying as Gesa wrapped the show with 
a few dancey jams, including the new 
wave inspired “Digital Slaves.”

Gesaffelstein doesn’t make a ton of ap-
pearances in LA outside of the occasional 
festival, but the LA crowd seems blood-
thirsty for more.  

SET LIST
00 - INTRO

01 - THE URGE

02 - OPR

03 - DOOM

04 - HARD DREAMS

05 - PURSUIT

06 - VIOL

07 - HATE OR GLORY

08 - THE PERFECT

09 - HELLIFORNIA

10 - TYRANY

11 - PSYCHO

12 - ORCK

13 - MANIA

OUTRO

DIGITALSLAVE

OUTRO

FIN
GOLDBERG

TIMOTHY NORRIS, KIA FORUM PHOTOS GOLDBERG
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Research Lab Specialist 
(Los Angeles, CA) University 
of Southern California. Dvlp 
& implmt collection, 
handling, & processing single 
cell & biological samples 
protocols for Single Cell 
Genomics Core & single cell 
stat analysis. Coord w/ lab 
leadership & establish associ-
ated Cores use policies. BA/
BS, Materials Science, Bio-
chem, Genetics, or rltd field, 
5 yrs exp. Salary $84,843 
- $86,000/yr. Must send CV & 
cvr ltr to hrrequests@ 
dornsife.usc.edu w/in 30 
days & ref Job# W2020-376.

Financial Analyst (Los 
Angeles, CA) Projecting 
future fin’l performance 
& identifying lucrative 
investment opportunities 
amidst the dynamic real 
estate landscape. Bachelor’s 
deg in finance, economics, 
or closely rltd field; 2 yrs 
of work exp performing 
fin’l operations & ensuring 
compliant fin’l reporting for 
real estate properties; Pro-
ficiency in QuickBooks, Yardi 
Software, & Microsoft Office. 
Offd Wage from $71,635 - 
$80,000. Send resume to 
justinekim@jamisonservices.
com or Jamison Services, 
Inc. c/o Garrett Lee, 3470 
Wilshire Blvd, Ste 700, Los 
Angeles, CA 90010.

Director of Sales (Los 
Angeles, CA) Bachelor’s 
degree or foreign equivalent 
in Marketing, Sales, or 
related field. Employer will 
accept single degree or any 

comb of degrees, diplomas 
or professional experience 
determined to be equivalent 
of bachelor’s degree by a 
credential evaluation service. 
2 yrs of exp in a related 
role such as Sales Manager, 
Director of Marketing or any 
position w/ similar duties. 
Must have exp working with 
wineries. Any suitable comb 
of ed, exp or training will be 
accepted. Mail resumes to 
Quintet Management Corp., 
510 S. Hewitt Street, Unit 
406, Los Angeles, CA  90013; 
ATTN: Sofia Rivier; SAL: 
$70,000 to $100,000. 

AVP, Jr. Underwriter – TMT: 
underwrite TMT loans. MS/
MA in finance, busi. mgmt., 
engrg. mgmt. or rltd; 40hrs/
wk; pay range: $85k -$95k/
yr. Send resume to Bank of 
Hope, Attn: Eric Liu, 3200 
Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 610, Los 
Angeles, CA 90010

TECH PROJECT MGR. Adir 
Intl (Curacao) LA, CA. Tech 
Project Mgr. Manage projects 
to dev security solutions. BS 
in CS, Cyber Sec or rel. 2 yrs 
PM, Tech Mgr or rel. 2 yrs 
exp: app testing, security 
testing w/Qualys, Nessus & 
Burp, UAT, Quals testing, API 
Testing w/ SoapUI & Network 
Security, Test Mgmt, Agile 
Delivery, Build, CI/CD Test 
plans, Jira/AzureDevOps/
Jenkins, PacketStorm. $92k/
yr. Apply at jobs@icuracao.
com

Writer (Sherman Oaks, CA): 
For rcrd label promoting 
Banda, Norteño, Grupero, 
Mariachi, etc., write original 
content for digi pltfrms. 
Option to telecommute up 
to 100%. 2 years exp in the 
job or rltd req. Resumes: 

Morena Music, Inc.,  
Info@morenamusic.com.

Alex Medical Products Inc., 
DBA AMP, located in Los 
Angeles, CA is seeking a 
Marketing Specialist with 
36 months experience as a 
Marketing Specialist. Email 
resume to  
amp.1801.usa@gmail.com 
Salary Offered: $67,413.00

Credit Karma, LLC seeks the 
following in Culver City, CA: 
Senior Software Engineer 
(C2-81932099): Develop 
and implement user-facing 
software features. Create 
front-end user interfaces in 
React to support business 
features. Salary:  $258,054/
yr; Product Analyst III (C2-
90866701): Create, standard-
ize, and improve business 
intelligence tools for the 
analytics organization. 
Build and improve business 
intelligence tools utilized to 
make data-driven decisions. 
Salary:  $181,066/yr. Email 
resume to internalreview_
res@creditkarma.com, or by 
mail to Credit Karma, LLC, 
Attn: Anyssa Dunning, 18 
West 21st, 7th Floor - Credit 
Karma, New York, NY 10010. 
Must reference job title and 
code when applying. Back-
ground checks req’d.

Architect I 
Req’d: MA, Arch. & 24 mths 
exp. in arch. design. Spec. 
Req’mnts: Calif Arch License, 
proficient in REVIT, Rhino, 
Enscape, Dynamo, Blue-
Beam, AutoCAD, SketchUp, 
& Photoshop. Accepts 
technology Spec. Req’mnts 
thru work exp. &/or acad. 
coursework.  Coordinate 
Arch’l design using CAD. F/T. 
$88,712 - $88,712/yr. CO 

Architects., L.A., CA 90036. 
Resume to – L. Short, Dir. of 
Employee Exper.; Lshort@
coarchitects.com

Designer II 
Req’d: BA, Interior Arch. or 
similar&  24 mnths exp. in 
interior arch’l design. In lieu 
will accept MA, Interior Arch. 
or similar.  Spec. Req’mnts: 
proficient in REVIT, Rhino, 
Grasshopper, Enscape, 
AutoCAD, Unity, Twinmotion, 
Sculptris, & Adobe Illustrator, 
Photoshop, & InDesign. 
Accepts technology Spec. 
Req’mnts thru work exp. &/
or academics.  Arch license 
not req’d - supervised by 
licensed architect. Interior 
architecture design using 
CAD. F/T. $72,100 - $72,100/
yr. CO Architects., L.A., CA 
90036. Resume to – L. Short, 
Dir. of Employee Exper.; 
Lshort@coarchitects.com

Data Scientist II sought by 
O’Neil Digital Solutions, LLC 
for its Los Angeles, CA office. 
Apply advanced data science 
techniques to produce de-
scriptive analytics, predictive 
models, clustering analysis, 
& recommender systems. 
Telecommuting permitted. 
Salary: $138,141.64/yr. Apply 
to job # 47607.1064, dani.
williford@daicompanies.com

Senior Associate. Perform 
research & offer expertise in 
urban planning, clean energy 
& climate practices. Analyze 
& synthesize qualitative/
quantitative data to develop 
customized solutions. Craft 
deliverables, present find-
ings. Assist in business devel-
opment activities. Monitor 
urban policy developments. 
Master’s in urban planning, 
land use, environmental 

policy or related. 12-month 
work experience. Proficient 
in conducting research on 
planning issues/regulations, 
delivering analyses. Skilled in 
facilitating meetings. Experi-
ence preparing and manag-
ing environmental analyses. 
Competency in project 
management. $74,714/year. 
Resume & cover letter to 
Better World Group Advisors, 
801 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 
200, Los Angeles, CA 90017.

Associate Dentist: Req’d: 
Doctor of Dental Surgery or 
Doctor of Medicine Degree 
in Dentistry or Doctor of 
Dental Medicine & Dental 
License in CA. $106,038/year. 
Send resume to Jeong-Ho 
Roh DDS, Inc., 3400 S. La 
Brea Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90016

Farmers Group (Woodland 
Hills, CA) seeks Agile Devel-
oper Team Member V resp. 
for designing/developing/
testing &/or deployment of 
system functionality. Remote 
work option w/req. travel to 
local offices as needed, if w/
in 50 mi. of remote worksite. 
Salary: $176,134/yr. Apply at 
Farmers.com/Careers, Job 
ID: 26183

Communications Special-
ist: Master’s in Transla-
tion and Interpretation 
(Korean-English) req’d. Must 
speak, read and write Korean 
language. Wage: $94,685.00-
$98,115.12/Yr. Mail resume 
to: Krafton Americas, Inc., 
2121 Park Pl., Ste. 250, El 
Segundo, CA 90245, Attn: 
H. Yoo. 

US ALM Risk Manager, RBC 
Capital Markets, LLC, Los 
Angeles, CA. Provide sup-

port to the Lead, ALM Risk 
Management on matters 
pertaining to the oversight 
of the Asset Liability Manage-
ment (ALM) profile and 
management of Combined 
U.S. Operations entities. Tele-
commuting permitted up to 
40%. The base salary for this 
job is $190,000.00 per year.  
This salary does not include 
other elements of total 
compensation, including 
a discretionary bonus and 
benefits such as a 401(k) 
program with company-
matching contributions; 
health, dental, vision, life 
and disability insurance; 
and paid time-off plan.For 
complete job description, 
list of requirements, and to 
apply, go to:  
Visit rbc.com under 
“careers” and search 
for the Requisition ID 
R-0000101432, and click 
the “Apply” button.

Social Worker: Formulate 
life plans & rehab plans 
for snrs & disabled indivs, 
provide psychosocial spprt, 
counsel clients to help them 
recover from illness, & cndct 
social rsrch to advance knowl 
in social wrk. A master’s deg 
in Social Wrk, Gerontology, 
& Counseling is req’d. Sal: 
$58,614.00/yr. Send resume 
to Community Care ADHC 
Inc. at 9917 Las Tunas Dr, 
Temple City, CA 91780.

Social Worker: Assess 
clients’ physical, emotional, 
& social needs. Dvlp care 
plans, provide counseling, 
coord srvcs, & ensure access 
to benefits. Cndct outreach 
& keep compliant rcrds. 
Master’s deg in Gerontology, 
Social Wrk, or rltd. 6-mos 

exp in social wrk srvcs. Fam 
w/ assessment tools like GDS 
& MMSE, proficient in Word 
& Excel, strong comm’n & 
org’l skills. Send resume to 
Forever Young Adult Day 
Health Care Inc, 4265 Maine 
Ave, Baldwin Park, CA 91706.

Quantitative Analyst II: 
perform data analyses & 
modeling. MS in finance, 
financial engrg or rltd w/ 9 
months exp. as quantitative 
analyst or acctng analyst or 
rltd. 40hrs/wk; pay range: 
$97k -$100k/yr. Send resume 
to Bank of Hope, Attn: Eric 
Liu, 3200 Wilshire Blvd., Ste 
610, Los Angeles, CA 90010

Market Research Analyst: 
Analyzing statistical data on 
customer preferences. Fore-
casting marketing and sales 
trends. BA in Business or 
related field Req’d. Resume 
to TOMAS A&C INC, 6131 OR-
ANGETHORPE AVE STE 400H, 
Buena Park, CA 90620

OceanX LLC seeks a VP 
of Operations and Ac-
count Management in 
El Segundo, CA to oversee 
a domestic multi-site 
warehousing network and 
logistics organization. Posi-
tion based at headquarters & 
may be assigned to unantici-
pated worksites throughout 
the U.S. as determined by 
management. Telecommut-
ing permitted. Domestic 
travel req’d up to 30%. 
Emplymt & background 
checks req’d. $215,000 - 
$220,000 per year. Apply @ 
www.jobpostingtoday.com 
Ref#86894

Business Data Scientist 
(Rowland Heights, CA). Mas-
ter’s in Biz Analytics, Comp 

Sci or rltd; Proficient know 
in Python, R, SQL, MySQL & 
MongoDB; Familiarity w/ 
Data visualization sw incl 
SPSS & Tableau; Strong ana-
lytical skills, skills in statistics 
&comm skills. $96,678/yr. 
D2C Collection Inc, 18888 E 
Labin Ct, Unit B106, Rowland 
Heights, CA 91748.  
d2ccollectionstore 
@gmail.com

Food Service Manager: 
High School Diploma req. 
$36587/yr, F/T, Resume to 
Yunsuk Kim, HKOSHK, INC., 
3377 Wilshire Blvd. #116, Los 
Angeles, CA 90010

Restaurant & Catering 
Manager: Manage restau-
rant & catering operations. 
Analyze & oversee daily 
activities, including purchas-
ing, kitchen, front-end 
operations, & event planning 
for catering services. Pre-
pare schedules, train staff, 
& design menus ensuring 
Kosher food handling prac-
tices are followed. Jobsite: 
Los Angeles, CA. Min. H.S. 
Diploma or foreign equiv., 
+ 3 yrs. exp. as Restaurant 
& Catering Manager, or 
Management Consultant in 
the food service industry + 
knowledge of Kosher food 
handling practices req’d. 
Salary: $80,579/yr. Mail CV 
to Mensch Bakery, Attn: Y. 
Rogel @ 7122 Beverly Blvd., 
L.A., CA 90036

Front End Software Engi-
neer. Requirement: 2 years 
experience. Mail resume to 
Jessica, Dakota Financial LLC, 
11766 Wilshire Bl, St 550, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025, or email 
jessica@dakotafin.com. Pay: 
$103,000/yr.

CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT
& EDUCATION


