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Rao’s celebrates 125 years • Our Guide to green wednesday • David Gahan releases new covers album
®
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Talking Housing Crisis, 
High-Speed Rail, Ports & Drought 
with Assembly Speaker 
Anthony Rendon

Listen at
rebuildsocal.org/podcast

EPISODE
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ICONIC RAO’S 
CELEBRATES 125 
YEARS WITH  
SUNDAY GRAVY
BY MICHELE STUEVEN

Opened in 1896, Rao’s restaurant 
is celebrated as one of the old-
est family-owned and operated 
restaurants in the country, still 
running its original location in 

East Harlem.  What started out at the turn 
of the century as a 10 table haunt for Italian 
immigrants, Rao’s in New York is just about 
impossible to get into now unless you know 
somebody with “table rights.”

“The restaurant on 114th St. was truly an ex-
pression of our household,” says fourth-genera-
tion owner Frank Pellegrino Jr., who has served 
in many capacities at the restaurant including 
sweeping floors, cleaning toilets, bussing tables 
and washing dishes. “Our households were 
tenement buildings. There were 10 people liv-
ing in my grandfather and great-grandparents’ 
apartment.  You know everybody in the neigh-
borhood, so they’re all sort of extended family. 
Being introduced into that environment  myself 
as a young boy and growing up in my own fam-
ily’s household with people constantly coming 
and going, it was as though we already had a 
restaurant in our home.”

All that changed in the ’70s, when the leg-
endary Mimi Sheraton gave Rao’s “exquisitely 
simple Italian cooking” three stars in the New 
York Times and sent the corner joint into the 
culinary stratosphere. Open only from Monday 

through Friday for dinner with the same table 
count of 10 and closing for two weeks in Au-
gust, your chances of getting a reservation are 
right up there with winning the lottery unless 
you know somebody with “table rights.” While 
regulars include actors, politicians and sports 
figures, your best chance is dropping the name 
of the neighborhood’s plumber or mailman.

“The one thing my father appreciated was 
the people who supported this place in the 
early days,” says Pellegrino. “It’s theirs and 
they will not be displaced. So what my dad 
managed to do, with as much diplomacy that 
anybody could muster, was say to those people 
in that neighborhood at that time – you want 
this table? This is the night you want to come? 
That alone filled up 75 percent of our capacity 
right then and there. The beauty and part of the 
cache is that these aren’t celebrities or the who’s 
who. You don’t know if you’re sitting next to the 
milkman or a titan of business. There might 
be a rock star at the table next to a plumber or 
Manny, the neighborhood milkman or Tom-
my from down the block having a drink with 
friends. The tables get handed down to children 
and grandchildren. The close proximity and 
intimacy of the restaurant makes you part of 
one large group. All of a sudden you’re not at 
your table anymore. It naturally turns into a 
show. Just like when you’re at home having a 

great time with friends and the next thing you 
know you’re singing and dancing.”

And while singing was Frank Sr.’s chosen pro-
fession, he took a break from performing at the 
Concord in the Catskills one year to help out 
at the restaurant as a bartender on The Feast 
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel when they were 
understaffed. He never left. He took the family 
business to a whole new level. He wrote several 
cookbooks, launched Rao’s Specialty Foods in 
1992, opened a second Rao’s in Las Vegas in 
2006 and a third in Hollywood in 2013, making 
it a little easier for the population to get a taste 
of their exquisitely simple Italian cooking. His 
desire to entertain never left him. He went on 
to appear as FBI Chief Frank Cubitoso on The 
Sopranos and Johnny Dio in Goodfellas, where 
he’s seen in the joint flipping a steak on the 
hotplate. Frank Sr. passed away in 2017.

“He was a really good and an ambitious 
man,” says Frank Jr., who has the same warmth 
around the eyes as his father. “But what came 
first more than anything was sharing in the 
exuberance of life – people, song, dance, good 
food – in an environment with no pretenses. 
And that’s what’s most important to me, build-
ing relationships with our guests. We are an 
extended family. The preservation of that is 
the foundation of our future success. Keeping 
that together is my focus. Guests come first, 
everything else will fall into place.”

The younger Pellegrino invited us into the 
kitchen to make Sunday gravy, which is only 
served at the Hollywood location, where the 
main dining room is an exact replica of the 
original 10-table restaurant in East Harlem. 
The weekend maitre’d is Johnny Williams, who 
played Johnny Roastbeef in Goodfellas. Watch 
as Pellegrino browns the five different types 
of meat that go into the recipe with the skill 
handed down to him by Johnny Dio.

He graciously shared his family recipe with us:

Rao’s Sunday Gravy (Michele Stueven)
RECIPE: Sunday Gravy
Makes 21/2 quarts of sauce

INGREDIENTS:
1 pound lean beef, such as eye round 
1 pound pork tenderloin
1 pound hot or sweet Italian sausage 
1 pound beef braciole
1⁄2 cup olive oil
4 garlic cloves, smashed 1 cup of water
3 tablespoons tomato paste
Three 35-ounce cans San Marzano tomatoes, 

hand crushed with juice
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pep-

per14 meatballs (see Frankie’s Meatballs rec-
ipe)2 pounds rigatoni (or your favorite pasta)

2 tablespoons chopped fresh Italian parsley 
5 to 6 fresh basil leaves, shredded

 
DIRECTIONS:

Pat all the meat dry with paper towels.
Heat the olive oil in a large stockpot over me-

dium heat and add garlic. Using tongs, add the 
meats, one type at a time, to the pot. Sear, turn-
ing the meat frequently until nicely browned 
on all sides. Remove each batch and set aside 
before browning the next batch. As the garlic 
cloves turn golden brown, remove them from 
the pan and discard.

In a mixing bowl, combine the water with 
the tomato paste and whisk until thoroughly 
mixed. Add to the pot, stirring with a wooden 
spoon for 3 minutes.

Add the tomatoes, increase the heat to high, 
and bring to a boil. Fill an empty tomato can 
with water and add to the sauce. Bring the sauce 
back to a boil.

Return the meat to the pot and season lightly 
with salt and pepper. Boil for 5 minutes.

Reduce to a simmer, partially cover, and cook 
for 2 hours, stirring frequently, until the meat 
is almost fall-apart tender and the sauce has 
reduced by about a half. (If the sauce becomes 
too thick, add water to the desired consistency.)

About 30 minutes before the end of the cook-
ing time, bring a large pot of salted water to a 
boil over high heat. Add the rigatoni and cook 
until al dente.

Transfer the meat to a large serving platter. 
Ladle the sauce over the meat and sprinkle 
with 1 tablespoon of the parsley and a few ba-
sil leaves. Cover lightly with aluminum foil 
and set aside.

Drain the pasta and return it to the pot over 
high heat. Add 2 cups of the sauce and stir with 
a wooden spoon to coat.

Transfer the pasta to a large serving bowl and 
top with the remaining sauce. Garnish with the 
basil and remaining 1 tablespoon parsley, and 
serve the meat and pasta while still hot.

 
RECIPE: Frankie’s Meatballs
Makes 14 Meatballs

INGREDIENTS:
1 Jar of 32oz Rao’s Homemade 
Marinara sauce
1 pound lean ground beef 
1⁄2 pound ground veal
1⁄2 pound ground pork
2 large eggs
2 cups plain breadcrumbs 
2 cups cold water
1 cup olive oil
1 garlic clove, smashed
1 cup grated Pecorino Romano cheese
1 garlic clove, minced
Kosher Salt and freshly ground pepper
1 1⁄2 tablespoons chopped fresh 
Italian parsley

DIRECTIONS:
• In a large mixing bowl, combine beef, 

veal & pork. Wearing latex gloves, mix 
the meat with your hands until it is evenly 
blended.

• Add the eggs, cheese, parsley, minced 
garlic salt & pepper. Mix again, until the 
seasonings are evenly incorporated.

• Add the breadcrumbs and mix in thor-
oughly. Slowly add the cold water, 1⁄4 cup 
at a time, mixing the water in until the 
mixture is evenly moist throughout. Shape 
the mixture into 3-inch balls.

• Heat the olive oil in a large sauté pan over 
medium heat and add the smashed garlic.

• When the garlic begins to shimmer and 
turn light brown, remove, and discard.

• Carefully add the meatballs to the pan, 
working in batches to avoid overcrowd-
ing the pan.

• When the bottom of each meatball is 
browned and slightly crisp, about 5 min-
utes, turn and cook the other side for 5 
minutes more.

• Transfer the meatballs to a paper towel-
lined plate.

• Add the meatballs to the sauce for about 
30 minutes prior to serving. Serve 
 hot or use in your favorite recipe.

F O O D

Frank Jr and Frank Sr

BY TIMOTHY WHITE
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A rtist Lorna Simpson moves between the mi-
cro- and the macro- but her work is always 
cosmic. Her current exhibition at Hauser & 
Wirth Los Angeles is titled Everrrything and 
can rightly be said to encompass a whole uni-

verse — several universes actually. As a practical matter, 
there are sculptures, mixed media paintings, collage suites 
and moving pictures; materially there are found objects, as 
well as vernacular and original objects and images, recom-
bined and produced with wood, stone, glass, fiberglass, ink, 
gesso, screenprinting, pastel, handmade paper, magazine 
pages, video and activated sound. 

Narratively, Simpson tracks operations of mythology, met-
aphor and memory across small, precious found things, 
reimagined popular culture icons, gestural portraiture and 
atmospheric abstract landscapes. Conceptually, she’s con-

fronting problematic tropes of art history, cultural power 
structures and environmental degradation. Knowingly, she’s 
referring to the sheer weight and scope of recent and histori-
cal geopolitical health and social traumas — and all the work 
that remains undone. Coincidentally, a new revised mono-
graphic survey encompassing  Simpson’s work of the last 
three decades has just been released, following an extensive 
period of engagement with her own archive, reconsidering 
her relationship with art history. So yeah, Everrrything really 
means everything.

The exhibition is heralded by an enigmatic outdoor sculp-
tural installation in the gallery’s courtyard; you must pass it 
to reach the doors to her show. Stacked Stones/Vibrating Cy-
cles is 15 piles of slate-like bluestone, stabilized with painted 
wood plinths and topped with black obsidian singing bowls 
for which playing mallets are available at the desk. Both ca-

sual and intentional, the stones invite questions. “The stones 
are from the Northeast corridor,” Simpson tells L.A. Weekly, 
“like New York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut. I wanted to liter-
ally bring something that is part of the American landscape 
to a different part of the landscape.” 

They hover in a liminal space between construction and 
destruction; they are not finished until someone plays the 
bowls. And they were cleaved by hand, which is part of their 
beauty but also part of their meaning, as they invite us to 
ponder questions such as typically gathers and breaks and 
sorts and stacks and uses these kinds of materials and for 
what purpose. Are they a barrier or a shelter, a boundary or a 
placeholder; salvaged from ruins or awaiting their functional 
destiny? Are they accidents or totems, coded pathfinders, 
altars? Are they permanent? There’s a mysterious Andy Gold-
sworthy spirit at play, plus a tousled and energized Carl An-

Lorna Simpson 
Above Head (Detail), 2021

Bronze, vintage woodblock 
print clippings, handmade 

paper, liquid acrylic, pastel, 
photo booth portraits,  

218 parts

Lorna Simpson: 
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dre echo, along with a conceptual and economics-inflected 
story that channels Courbet’s Stone Breakers in its divergent 
perspective on the value of labor and the landscape.

Once inside, a center line of dozens of collages wraps 
around the vast perimeter, organized in thematic subsets 
but all continuing the artist’s ongoing exploration of the 
collage medium through her recontextualizing of advertising 
photographs (which are both portraits and socio-cultural 
fictions) from vintage issues of Ebony and Jet magazines. 
Into her elegant reconfigurations, Simpson further incor-
porates found photo booth snaps (which prefigure selfies 
as they demonstrate both a slight agency on the part of the 
subject and their staged performative construction of their 
own image). With motifs culled from photojournalism of 
the natural world, 19th century celestial maps and scientific 
textbooks — set amid luxurious backings of indigo-dyed 

paper and an incandescent blood orange — works such as 
the Everrrything and Observing the Universe series describe 
a full society of women in a way that reveals female, and 
especially Black female, existence as an endless navigation 
of fiction, projection and aspiration. 

“Working the collage is a kind of analog way of playing 
with the imagination,” Simpson says. The video Walk with 
me is a simple but effective and affecting film loop that es-
sentially feels like actual footage of her brain when she’s got 
the scissors out and is ready to play. In the collages she often 
splices faces, so that what seems like one visage is actually 
constructed of two. The optical and metaphoric appeal of this 
surreal nuance is both hypnotic and unsettling. 

There’s a hefty sculpture, Hypothetical Physical States, in-
stalled inside the galleries containing large landscape paint-
ings. It’s a callback to the stacking sculptures outside, with the 

same blue painted wood blocks that are used for stabilizing 
the cairns. But it has since become apparent that this is also 
the same blue that lights up the painted portraits and domi-
nates the landscape paintings. But rather than participatory 
bowls, this supports a domed glass bell jar, stilling and con-
taining the energy and the mystery rather than amplifying it.

As the sculptures interrupt your movement through the 
spaces and engage your body and other senses in the narra-
tive dimensions of the work — and as the collages draw you 
into closer intimacy with the work through the seduction 
of their tiny details and pinpoints of light — the large-scale 
mixed media paintings appear with an operatic sweep, cre-
ating moods and atmospheres that you can enter right into, 
be enveloped by and experience almost from within. Large 
(about 5 by 8 feet) silkscreen on gessoed fiberglass, their 
pigmented surface topography contains a wealth of flickering 

Everrrything is Illuminated
The celebrated artist shines a light on who and how we are. By Shana Nys Dambrot

Lorna Simpson
Reoccurring

2021
Ink and screenprint 

on gessoed 
fiberglass

Lorna Simpson 
Walk with me
2020
Single-channel 
video installation, 
color, silent, 
looped
Duration: 14 
seconds

Lorna Simpson, Observing the Universe, 2021. Collage and pastel on handmade paper, 5 parts
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detail. You can see the many layers of process 
technology, the way the silkscreening has of 
pulling apart like newsprint, the artist’s hand 
evident in gravitational drips and surface 
interventions. The landscapes, like the con-
stellation maps in the collages, are from the 
19th century; and her appropriation of them 
speaks to how American mythologizing of 

the landscape is just as insidious, misogynis-
tic and anti-Black as our commercial culture 
and art history have been.

Many of these monumental mixed media 
works had been started in early 2020 or even 
late 2019 in her New York City studio — a 
place she was more or less unable to access 
for an unexpectedly long time, having moved 

into a second home here in Los Angeles just 
as the pandemic lockdowns set in. “Going 
back to New York in September of 2020,” 
Simpson says, “I had a bunch of work that 
was in process. Walking back in the studio 
and with everything that had happened, I 
changed my relationship to the work, to its 
interests and even to the kind of day-to-day 
pace of making it. I really recognized that 
my entry back into the work was going to be 
different, and was going to require that I play 
with the work in a different way in order to 
move forward.”

Not only because of supply chains, staffing 
structures and safety concerns but also be-
cause of folks’ states of mind, there was what 
Simpson calls a need for patience, ironically 
coupled with time pressures that made it im-
possible to overthink anything. “There was 
not enough time for that! I just had to go 
with my gut and ride with my instincts and 
intuition,” she says. “And I think it’s kind of 
a gift in a way, because I was like, oh, this 
is interesting. I can go at things a little dif-
ferently, with regard to quality of life… and 
also be affected by what had happened in 
the interim.” 

While Simpson is adamant that this is not 

work about Covid, the idea that there was 
enough time for the pieces to begin reflecting 
the experience — an experience that is still 
unfolding to this day — is palpable. The large 
portrait Observer is an ethereal yet statu-
esque figure whose blue robes are bathed in 
an aura of light that bursts from within an 
enveloping shadow, giving the work an al-
ready-ancient, ancestral quality. Landscapes 
like the majestic, institutional scale Reoc-
curing have a foundation of this same emo-
tional and temporal hybridity, both dissolute 
and still gathering transformative energy. 
Its expanse of the now-familiar deep blue is 
the most cinematic; its rocky shoreline cliffs 
evoking travel and migration with a prologue 
of colonialism and kidnapping; at the same 
time, the woman’s face emerging from within 
the rock possesses its own powerful ancestral 
energy, reaching into both the past and the 
future at the same time.

Storm is a bifurcated vertical scene in 
which the horizon line divides abstract ver-
sions of a gray rainy sky above a radiant blue 
water and in its center is a partly submerged, 
swimming and floating woman, seeming to 

Lorna Simpson. Storm, 2021. Ink and screenprint on gessoed fiberglass.

LA Weekly’s cover: Lorna Simpson
Observing the Universe (Detail), 2021
Collage and pastel on handmade paper, 5 parts

Observing the Universe (Detail), 2021 Everrrything (Detail), 2021

Hypothetical Physical States, 2021
Glass cloche, glass block, 
bluestone, wood, paint
Unique
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succulent arrangements
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Burkina Faso Fan Moroccan Sabra Pillows

Panama Straw Hat Mira Fair Trade Waterfall Chimes          

emerge from the gyre. Pieces of architectural 
geometry pin the scene’s movements in place 
and keep the viewer at a bit of distance. In 
Time, this format is reversed — the ground 
is streaked, the sky luminous, the woman 
more poised but suspended upside down like 
a tarot card. She is contained in a square of 
lapis (the same blue from the portraits, the 
collage settings and the painted wood braces 

among the stones), her regal profile almost 
like what you’d expect to see on money. These 
works ask questions, Simpson says, about 
how much control we really have over our 
lives, our fates and our sanity.

“Those things are present in my mind, 
you know, one’s belief system and in a way 
what you’ve known and experienced — it’s 
important to keep that as a constant con-

versation,” Simpson says. “Even if the other 
person isn’t, say, prepared or wanting to en-
gage with that, there is a kind of centering 
that is important to maintain. I’ve always 
been a critic and also skeptical of art histo-
ry, in terms of its canon, in terms of what it 
privileges.” she says. “I think I’ve always been 
aware of that. And even in my own career, I 
have had to maintain my own language for 

the way I speak about the work. I call it the 
Toni Morrison thing. Like, you’re asked a 
question, and you can engage the question, 
but it doesn’t mean you need to answer it. 
You need to reframe the question, so that 
your answer makes sense.”

Everrrything is on view at Hauser and 
Wirth in the downtown arts district through 
January 9; hauserwirth.com. 

3280 Lincoln Blvd Santa Monica 

open everyday  10 AM — 5 PM   
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planters
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hanging lanterns
indoor plants
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sage
crystals
specimen plants
succulent arrangements
benches

(310) 314 – 0505

Palo Santo

Isabella Side Tables

Burkina Faso Fan Moroccan Sabra Pillows

Panama Straw Hat Mira Fair Trade Waterfall Chimes          

Installation view,  
‘Lorna Simpson. Everrrything,’ Hauser & Wirth Los Angeles, 2021 © Lorna Simpson
Courtesy the artist and Hauser & Wirth
Photo: James Wang

Lorna Simpson
Stacked Stones/Vibrating Cycles, 2021
Bluestone, wood, paint, black obsidian singing bowls, mallets, 15 stacks
Photo: Jeff McLane
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Important Facts About DOVATO
This is only a brief summary of important information about DOVATO and 
does not replace talking to your healthcare provider about your condition 
and treatment.
What is the most important information I should know about DOVATO?
If you have both human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) infection and Hepatitis B 
virus (HBV) infection, DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Resistant HBV. Your healthcare provider will test you for HBV infection before you start

treatment with DOVATO. If you have HIV-1 and hepatitis B, the HBV can change (mutate)
during your treatment with DOVATO and become harder to treat (resistant). It is not known
if DOVATO is safe and effective in people who have HIV-1 and HBV infection.

•  Worsening of HBV infection. If you have HBV infection and take DOVATO, your HBV may
get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking DOVATO. A “flare-up” is when your HBV infection
suddenly returns in a worse way than before.
°   Do not run out of DOVATO. Refill your prescription or talk to your healthcare provider

before your DOVATO is all gone.
°   Do not stop DOVATO without first talking to your healthcare provider.
°   If you stop taking DOVATO, your healthcare provider will need to check your health 

often and do blood tests regularly for several months to check your liver function 
and monitor your HBV infection. It may be necessary to give you a medicine to treat 
hepatitis B. Tell your healthcare provider about any new or unusual symptoms you may 
have after you stop taking DOVATO.

For more information about side effects, see “What are possible side effects 
of DOVATO?”
What is DOVATO?
DOVATO is a prescription medicine that is used without other HIV-1 medicines to treat 
human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) infection in adults: who have not received HIV-1 
medicines in the past, or to replace their current HIV-1 medicines when their healthcare 
provider determines that they meet certain requirements. HIV-1 is the virus that causes 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). It is not known if DOVATO is safe and 
effective in children.
Who should not take DOVATO?
Do not take DOVATO if you:
•  have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains dolutegravir or lamivudine.
•  take dofetilide. Taking DOVATO and dofetilide can cause side effects that may be serious

or life-threatening.
What should I tell my healthcare provider before using DOVATO?
Tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical conditions, including 
if you:
•  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection.
•  have kidney problems.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. One of the medicines in DOVATO (dolutegravir)

may harm your unborn baby.
°   Your healthcare provider may prescribe a different medicine than DOVATO if you

are planning to become pregnant or if pregnancy is confirmed during the first 12 weeks
of pregnancy.

°   If you can become pregnant, your healthcare provider may perform a pregnancy test
before you start treatment with DOVATO.

°   If you can become pregnant, you and your healthcare provider should talk about the 
use of effective birth control (contraception) during treatment with DOVATO.

°   Tell your healthcare provider right away if you are planning to become pregnant, you
become pregnant, or think you may be pregnant during treatment with DOVATO.

•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take DOVATO.
°   You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to

your baby.
°   One of the medicines in DOVATO (lamivudine) passes into your breastmilk.
°   Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including
prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.
Some medicines interact with DOVATO. Keep a list of your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.
•  You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of medicines that interact

with DOVATO.
•  Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.

Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take DOVATO with other medicines.
What are possible side effects of DOVATO?
DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know about DOVATO?”
•  Allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider right away if you develop

a rash with DOVATO. Stop taking DOVATO and get medical help right away
if you develop a rash with any of the following signs or symptoms: fever;
generally ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in mouth; blisters
or peeling of the skin; redness or swelling of the eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or
tongue; problems breathing.

•  Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an
increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in certain liver tests
during treatment with DOVATO. Liver problems, including liver failure, have
also happened in people without a history of liver disease or other risk factors.
Your healthcare provider may do blood tests to check your liver.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following signs
or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow
(jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine; light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea
or vomiting; loss of appetite; and/or pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your
stomach area.

•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Too much lactic acid is
a serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms that could be
signs of lactic acidosis: feel very weak or tired; unusual (not normal) muscle pain;
trouble breathing; stomach pain with nausea and vomiting; feel cold, especially in your
arms and legs; feel dizzy or lightheaded; and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Lactic acidosis can also lead to severe liver problems, which can lead to
death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your
liver (steatosis). Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of
the signs or symptoms of liver problems which are listed above under
“Liver problems.”

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if
you are female or very overweight (obese).

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can
happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get stronger
and begin to fight infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell
your healthcare provider right away if you start having new symptoms after you start
taking DOVATO.

•    The most common side effects of DOVATO include: headache; nausea; diarrhea;
trouble sleeping; tiredness; and anxiety.

These are not all the possible side effects of DOVATO. Call your doctor for medical advice 
about side effects. 
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Important Facts About DOVATO
This is only a brief summary of important information about DOVATO and 
does not replace talking to your healthcare provider about your condition 
and treatment.
What is the most important information I should know about DOVATO?
If you have both human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) infection and Hepatitis B 
virus (HBV) infection, DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Resistant HBV. Your healthcare provider will test you for HBV infection before you start

treatment with DOVATO. If you have HIV-1 and hepatitis B, the HBV can change (mutate)
during your treatment with DOVATO and become harder to treat (resistant). It is not known
if DOVATO is safe and effective in people who have HIV-1 and HBV infection.

•  Worsening of HBV infection. If you have HBV infection and take DOVATO, your HBV may
get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking DOVATO. A “flare-up” is when your HBV infection
suddenly returns in a worse way than before.
°   Do not run out of DOVATO. Refill your prescription or talk to your healthcare provider

before your DOVATO is all gone.
°   Do not stop DOVATO without first talking to your healthcare provider.
°   If you stop taking DOVATO, your healthcare provider will need to check your health 

often and do blood tests regularly for several months to check your liver function 
and monitor your HBV infection. It may be necessary to give you a medicine to treat 
hepatitis B. Tell your healthcare provider about any new or unusual symptoms you may 
have after you stop taking DOVATO.

For more information about side effects, see “What are possible side effects 
of DOVATO?”
What is DOVATO?
DOVATO is a prescription medicine that is used without other HIV-1 medicines to treat 
human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) infection in adults: who have not received HIV-1 
medicines in the past, or to replace their current HIV-1 medicines when their healthcare 
provider determines that they meet certain requirements. HIV-1 is the virus that causes 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). It is not known if DOVATO is safe and 
effective in children.
Who should not take DOVATO?
Do not take DOVATO if you:
•  have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains dolutegravir or lamivudine.
•  take dofetilide. Taking DOVATO and dofetilide can cause side effects that may be serious

or life-threatening.
What should I tell my healthcare provider before using DOVATO?
Tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical conditions, including 
if you:
•  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection.
•  have kidney problems.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. One of the medicines in DOVATO (dolutegravir)

may harm your unborn baby.
°   Your healthcare provider may prescribe a different medicine than DOVATO if you

are planning to become pregnant or if pregnancy is confirmed during the first 12 weeks
of pregnancy.

°   If you can become pregnant, your healthcare provider may perform a pregnancy test
before you start treatment with DOVATO.

°   If you can become pregnant, you and your healthcare provider should talk about the 
use of effective birth control (contraception) during treatment with DOVATO.

°   Tell your healthcare provider right away if you are planning to become pregnant, you
become pregnant, or think you may be pregnant during treatment with DOVATO.

•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take DOVATO.
°   You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to

your baby.
°   One of the medicines in DOVATO (lamivudine) passes into your breastmilk.
°   Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including
prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.
Some medicines interact with DOVATO. Keep a list of your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.
•  You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of medicines that interact

with DOVATO.
•  Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.

Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take DOVATO with other medicines.
What are possible side effects of DOVATO?
DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know about DOVATO?”
•  Allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider right away if you develop

a rash with DOVATO. Stop taking DOVATO and get medical help right away
if you develop a rash with any of the following signs or symptoms: fever;
generally ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in mouth; blisters
or peeling of the skin; redness or swelling of the eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or
tongue; problems breathing.

•  Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an
increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in certain liver tests
during treatment with DOVATO. Liver problems, including liver failure, have
also happened in people without a history of liver disease or other risk factors.
Your healthcare provider may do blood tests to check your liver.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following signs
or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow
(jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine; light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea
or vomiting; loss of appetite; and/or pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your
stomach area.

•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Too much lactic acid is
a serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms that could be
signs of lactic acidosis: feel very weak or tired; unusual (not normal) muscle pain;
trouble breathing; stomach pain with nausea and vomiting; feel cold, especially in your
arms and legs; feel dizzy or lightheaded; and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Lactic acidosis can also lead to severe liver problems, which can lead to
death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your
liver (steatosis). Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of
the signs or symptoms of liver problems which are listed above under
“Liver problems.”

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if
you are female or very overweight (obese).

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can
happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get stronger
and begin to fight infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell
your healthcare provider right away if you start having new symptoms after you start
taking DOVATO.

•    The most common side effects of DOVATO include: headache; nausea; diarrhea;
trouble sleeping; tiredness; and anxiety.

These are not all the possible side effects of DOVATO. Call your doctor for medical advice 
about side effects. 
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SO MUCH GOES
INTO WHO I AM
HIV MEDICINE IS ONE PART OF IT.

New to treatment? Considering a switch?

Ask your doctor about DOVATO.

Why could DOVATO be right for you? DOVATO is proven to help control HIV with 
just 2 medicines in 1 pill. That means fewer medicines* in your body while taking 
DOVATO. It’s proven as effective as an HIV treatment with 3 or 4 medicines.
Learn more about fewer medicines at DOVATO.com

  Results may vary.

*As compared with 3- or 4-drug regimens.

DOVATO is a complete prescription regimen to treat HIV-1 in adults who have not 
received HIV-1 medicines in the past or to replace their current HIV-1 medicines 
when their doctor determines they meet certain requirements.

Ask your doctor about DOVATO.

Trademark is owned by or licensed to the 
ViiV Healthcare group of companies.
March 2021 DVT:6PIL

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
Where can I fi nd more information? 
•   Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist.
•   Go to DOVATO.com or call 1-877-844-8872, 

where you can also get FDA-approved labeling.
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L.A. WEEKLY’S 
GUIDE TO GREEN 
WEDNESDAY
Green Wednesday is coming up 

next week, and what better way 
to celebrate being with friends 
and family than with some once-
a-year sales? If you’re looking for 

the best Green Wednesday deals, this guide 
is for you. 

What is Green Wednesday? Green Wednes-
day is a cannabis holiday that is always cel-
ebrated the day before Thanksgiving. Green 
Wednesday is the cannabis consumer’s answer 
to the surplus of alcohol that usually soaks 
hometown reunions during the long Thanks-
giving weekend. 

Here are some incredible Green Wednesday 
deals that are just waiting to make your holiday 
the happiest one: 

MPlant by Mistifi
After being named the best all-in-one vape at 

both the High Times Cannabis Cup and Emer-
ald Cup this past year, Mistifi’s premium cured 
resin vape pen is the must-have gift for cannabis 
connoisseurs this holiday season. Much like a 
blended whiskey, their unique, triple-strain 
blends guarantee a consistently luxurious ex-
perience in every pull from every pen. Packed 
with flavor, these vapes will even catch the eye 
of your favorite flower lover this holiday season. 

Mistifi.com | @mistifivape

binske
Newly arrived in California, binske deliv-

ers a high standard of cannabis excellence. 
Luxurious prerolls are infused with solvent-
less hash along with award-winning binske 
flower. Packed with large buds, eighth jars 
contain unique strains that you’re not likely 

to find anywhere else! Made with only natural 
ingredients, binske gummies burst with de-
licious fruit flavors of Lemon-Lime, Mango, 
Blackberry Lemon, Mixed Berry, Watermelon 
and Tangerine.

Order delivery from Flower Co. Learn more 
at binske.com

FOXY
Based in Los Angeles, Foxy is quickly gaining 

a strong rep for building super-premium can-
nabis products. Their vape cartridges are filled 
with a newly-updated formulation composed 
with Liquid Diamonds, a breakthrough in can-
nabis technology developed by melting down 
THCa crystals, which makes them cleaner and 
more potent. The liquid is blended with High 
Terpene Extract that amps up the flavor and 
aroma with the true essence of the particu-
lar strain. The result is a vape pen that pulls 
smoother, tastes tastier and hits better. A Foxy 
cartridge is the perfect gift for anyone looking 
for a superior vape experience.

www.foxyusa.com

Tough Mama
Forget the candy canes! This year stuff their 

stockings full of Tough Mama’s award- win-
ning 1.6g infused prerolls. Punch and legit, 
each preroll features hemp blunt wraps fully 
infused with .25g of oil to provide the perfect 
burn rate. Tough Mama knows what’s best. She 
never cuts corners when it comes to getting 
properly baked and neither should you this 
holiday season. Are you tough enough? 

Toughmama.com | @toughmamaweed

S P O N S O R E D
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We are here to help.

Songs by  
THE GO-GO’S

Based on 
The Arcadia by  
SIR PHILIP SIDNEY

Conceived and  
Original Book by  
JEFF WHITTY

Adapted by  
JAMES MAGRUDER

Production Directed, 
Choreographed and 
Conceived by 
JENNY KOONS  
and SAM PINKLETON

JUST THREE WEEKS LEFT!

“Shrewd, funny, sexy, and with  
a glorious beat, Head Over Heels 
will have you  flipping for joy.”  
–VILLAGE VOICE

Are you a cigarette smoker?

If so, you can participate in a research study 
in which you can receive compensation.

If you are a cigarette smoker, you may be eligible to 
participate in a research study on smoking at the 
University of Southern California’s Health Science 

Campus. 

To learn more about the study,
call (323) 442-2598, text (323) 813-7833, 

visit smokingstudy.usc.edu,
or email uschealthresearch@gmail.com
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IMPOSTER 
SYNDROME
Depeche Mode’s Dave Gahan releases cohesive covers 
album.
BY BRETT CALLWOOD

The world knows Dave Gahan as the 
frontman with Depeche Mode, the 
British band that from 1980 on-
wards rode every subculture wave 
and came out on top. Whether 

it was post-punk, or goth, or new wave, or 
new romantic, or industrial – it was always 
ok, if not highly encouraged, to listen to da 
Mode. The songs are gloriously catchy, the 
lyrics thoughtful and introspective. They’re 
dark yet accessible. Experimental. Awesome.

The wonderful dichotomy of Gahan is that 
he’s always carried the air of someone who’s 
broody and enigmatic – perhaps thanks to the 
likes of Robert Smith and Morrissey, who first 
emerged around the same time during a simi-
lar era – and yet most interviews with Gahan 

reveal a warm, engaging and witty guy. We’re 
with him to discuss his new album with the 
Soulsavers, Imposter, and we were instructed 
not to bring up Depeche Mode. We didn’t have 
to – once the conversation was in full flow, he 
went there by himself. Every answer he gave 
was considered and sharp. Frankly, we were 
buzzing afterward.

“What [Depeche Mode] set out to do as a 
band was, we were trying to recreate some-
thing in a way from that punk ethic, born 
out of post-punk – whether it was the Birth-
day Party, Depeche Mode, the Cure, Echo & 
the Bunnymen,” Gahan says. “Certain bands 
came up from that. The Pistols, the Damned, 
Siouxsie & the Banshees enabled us as creative 
people to explore these new places with music. 

It was still about songwriting and getting up on 
a stage and singing, and producing the sounds 
in whatever way you could.”

Imposter is a covers album, but it’s unlike 
most other covers albums. This is no patch-
work quilt of random ideas and influences, 
thrown together. The songs have been written 
by all manner of different artists from different 
eras and genres, yet they blend as if composed 
by Gahan.

“That’s the objective,” he says. “The songs 
were carefully chosen and sequenced to be 
able to hear it as a group of songs that could 
sound like they were from one artist, even 
though some of those songs are iconically 
famous – ‘Smile’ and ‘Always on my Mind.’ 
Rich [Machin] from Soulsavers and myself, 
we set about making lists of many songs and 
artists and we started that list at the beginning 
of 2019, with this idea.”

The album was recorded in November 2018 
at Rick Rubin’s Shangri-La studio in Malibu. 
Rubin, out of town for a month, gave Gahan 
and the team free rein for that time.

“The idea was to produce a record that 
would sound like something that we needed 
to hear,” he says. “It kinda worked out, in a 
weird way. After that, we mixed the album in 
London in January, and then we basically went 
into this new world that we are now living in 
today. After making this record, it felt a bit 
like, is it ever gonna really come out? Maybe 
this is the best-kept secret. Maybe it’s the last 
thing I’m ever going to do, and wow, thank 
god I got to do it.”

Thankfully, that’s not the case. The album 
finally has seen the light of day, nearly two 
years after it was finished. And it is a fantas-
tic piece of work. The opening track is James 
Carr’s “The Dark End of the Street,” and the 
lead-off single is Cat Power’s “Metal Heart.” 
Elsewhere, Mark Lanegan’s “Strange Religion,” 
Neil Young’s “A Man Needs a Maid,” PJ Har-
vey’s “The Desperate Kingdom of Love,” and 
Bob Dylan’s “Not Dark Yet.” Naturally, there 
are a ton of songs that didn’t make it onto the 
record.

“There were a few things that we recorded 
that actually worked out really well, but they 
just didn’t fit in the sequencing and there 
wasn’t any way for it to work like that,” Gahan 
says. “Rich and I were very conscious of the 
fact that we wanted this to be an album that 
was in its traditional form. An album on vinyl, 
that you would open up that gatefold sleeve 
and have your sleeve notes, lyrics, and infor-
mation about how and where the record was 
made. All that stuff that we grew up doing and 
I still do actually. So there was only enough 
room for a certain landscape and this is what 
we ended up with. The list was long. I think 
my list was maybe 40 songs or something. It 
was never going to be that, but there was a 
Damned song, a Bowie song, a Roxy Music, 
Nick Cave & the Bad Seeds.”

He’ll have to save those for the deluxe edi-
tion or a future box set. Of the songs that he 
did record, he’s received some stellar feed-
back.

“We got feedback from PJ Harvey,” Gahan 
says. “Even from the camps of Neil Young 
and Bob Dylan, we got the thumbs up. And 
personally from Mark Lanegan as well. The 
night that we tracked ‘Strange Religion,’ we 
sent off a version to Mark to see if he felt we 
were in the right ballpark, and he got back 
pretty quickly and was very moved by the 

song and the performance. He said it was like 
hearing the song for the first time. Coming 
from Mark, that was very nice.”

The artist says that he and the Soulsavers 
picked Shangri-La because first of all, they 
were looking for a place where all 10 people 
involved could play together in a live setting.

“Rich popped him off an email asking about 
the availability of Shangri-La,” Gahan says. 
“The opportunity came up and I’d also been 
watching this documentary on things that had 
been made at Shangri-La, and I was intrigued. 
I wanted to see the place. It was everything 
that you imagined it to be. I went deep. It was 
a place in myself that was very revealing and 
also informative. Through these songs, this is 
right where I’m at and supposed to be. That 
doesn’t often happen in life. It’s like lightning 
in a bottle – we captured something. I hear it 
in the record, I really do.”

Gahan commuted there from New York, 
where he’s been living since 1997 after seven 
years in Los Angeles.

“It’s been weird in these last couple of years,” 
he says. “New York became this weird sort of 
ghost town, to be honest. It was brutal for a 
few months there, a couple of years ago. To see 
New York like that, and the rug pulled from 
under what it is and has been for me which 
is this place with so much energy but at the 
same time you can just disappear into. The 
disappearing part became too much in the 
last few years. The city seemed to disappear, 
and all its inhabitants. We stayed there, myself 
and my wife and my kids. We hunkered down 
and stayed in the city for that first few months. 
But I dunno, I still find it a place that I have a 
hard time leaving. Fortunately, it’s become a 
place that I can call home.”

With the Cat Power single out, “The Dark 
End of the Street” is next. After that, there 
should be some showcase shows from this 
project, before Gahan returns to his “day job.” 
But let’s be honest – the guy can do whatever 
he wants.

Dave Gahan & the Soulsavers’ Imposter is 
out now.

M U S I C

CREDIT SPENCER 
OSTRANDER

Imposter Cover Art
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SHE’S CRAFTY
How Craftopia’s Lauren Riihimaki turned DIY 
creating into an Empire (Q&A)
BY LINA LECARO

Do it yourself. For Canadian-born, 
L.A.-based content creator, 
podcaster and Craftopia TV 
host Lauren Riihimaki, it’s not 
just a buzz phrase. Also known 

as LaurDIY, the 28-year-old has run one of 
YouTube’s top channels for over 8 years now, 
showcasing her energy, humor and inventive, 
handmade projects. It’s led to partnerships with 
brands such as Disney, Procter & Gamble and 
Starbucks, and earned her a Streamy Award 
for Best Lifestyle Channel. From apparel and 
accessories to stationery and jewelry (available 
at Target and Walmart) Riihimaki has made 
her mark, and merchandised it too, one glitter 
gluestick at a time.

Last year, the craft queen expanded her pro-
file as host and executive producer of HBO 
Max’s colorful crafting contest for kids. Now 
in its second season (which just debuted on 
Oct. 7), the show has moved on to adult “craft-
estants” going head to head, and hand to hand, 
conceiving and building everything from wigs 
and dog costumes to prosthetics and pumpkins 
for Halloween (you can watch all four episodes 

now). The show returns on Nov. 18 with four 
more episodes themed for the holidays and 
Christmas.

If she wasn’t busy enough with the show, 
Riihimaki has also naturally progressed into 
podcasting with Wild ‘Til 9 (with boyfriend 
Jeremy Lewis), a top-rated comedy pod that 
was a hit pretty much immediately thanks to 
her loyal following. So what is the secret to this 
creative queen’s success? She spills the beads 
with L.A. Weekly here.

LA WEEKLY: What first inspired you to start 
crafting?

LAUREN RIIKIMAKI: I was desperately 
looking for a creative outlet in my freshman 
year of university. I’ve been crafty from as early 
on as I can remember and have always found 
joy in creating something entirely custom. 
Sports and different hobbies have come and 
gone throughout my life, but creating in some 
form or another has stayed consistent. I started 
a DIY channel to escape the mundane school-
work I faced and definitely did not expect to 
find an audience to the extent that I have.

What are your favorite things to make?

Multi-media artwork is top of my list right 
now. I go through phases of different interests 
in the DIY space, but being able to combine 
different mediums onto one canvas has been 
a freeing process of creation. Beaded bracelets 
and phone charms that have a “2000’s aes-
thetic” have been making a huge comeback, 
so that’s been a fun nostalgic DIY project I’ve 
also enjoyed.

What do you recommend to fans who might 
not be crafty but want to make stuff?

There are no rules to crafting! The best part 
about DIY and creating is that there isn’t a 
how-to guide on how to build/paint/sew/create 
something perfect. “Perfect” can be whatever 

you want it to be and that’s the beauty 
of literally doing it yourself. I find that 
new crafters put a lot of pressure on 
themselves to make picture-perfect 
Pinterest art. Opt for starting small 
(or go big, it’s your project!), find some 
inspiration and go with the flow. You 
can have as much or as little of a plan 
as you’d like.

Tell us about your life in L.A. and 
how it affects your outlook on life and 
your creations?

I love L.A. Similar to Toronto, I 
find that L.A. has different pockets of 
culture and community within the 
city. The diversity that this creates has 
always made me feel like there’s room 
to grow and that I’ll always have the 
freedom to be entirely myself. Inspira-
tion is everywhere and people from all 
walks of life come to this city to blos-
som. I think that translates to any kind 
of creative process as your exposure to 
new experiences continues to grow.

How did you translate your love of 

creating into a successful business in terms of 
the podcast and your licensing empire?

Licensing was a no-brainer in terms of find-
ing collaborative partners to expand the ca-
pabilities of what the brand could grow into. I 
had incredible partners like Mattel that helped 
land in-store placement in Targets and Walmart 
Canada’s across North America and it was a 
powerful joining of forces. The podcast is a 
new creative endeavor that I started with my 
co-host Jeremy Lewis to have authentic and 
raw long-form conversations. My content has 
been consistently focused around creativity 
while pivoting the target age demographic, and 
a podcast on more mature topics made sense as 
a next step. It’s an extension of my brand on a 
new platform that allows for new content and 
conversation opportunities.

What’s it like having an HBO Max show?
Hosting and executive producing an HBO 

Max show is truly an unmatched level of ex-
citement. I think a platform like HBO Max 
is an exciting opportunity for digital creators 
like myself and the powerhouses of traditional 
media giants like Warner to come together for 
a new content experience. The production pro-
cess has been a whirlwind of fast-paced fun 
and learning, and it’s interesting to revel in the 
differences in how content comes together. I’m 
privileged to have landed a production team 
that recognizes and capitalizes on the expertise 
I have around DIY and the digital space.

What can viewers expect as the show evolves 
with adult competitors?

Higher stakes, bigger projects and a sassier 
cast! The contestants have DIY/craft back-
grounds that have landed them in highly cov-
eted expert jobs in their industries. They craft 
and create professionally and we’re tasking 
them with some extreme and extraordinary 
challenges. It’s also a lot easier to give produc-
tive feedback with a little sass to a 35-year-old 
versus a 13-year-old. It’s wildly inspiring and a 
whole lot of fun.

Craftopia’s holiday-themed slate of shows 
premieres on HBO MAX this Thurs., Nov. 18. 

C U L T U R E

Craftopia’s Lauren Riihimaki

COURTESY HBO MAX Craftopia BTS

COURTESY HBO MAX
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APRIL19’S AI USES 
SHULGIN LIBRARY 
TO IDENTIFY 17 NEW 
COMPOUNDS
Using the work of MDMA Inventor Alexander Shulgin as a base, April19’s artificial 
intelligence program identified 17 new psychedelic substances. 
BY JIMI DEVINE

Artificial intelligence and psychedel-
ics are two of the most rapidly de-
veloping spaces on the globe. We 
sat down with April19 founder Dr. 
Suran Goonatilake to talk about 

the merging of the two.
While we had a lot of fantastic conversations 

at the largest psychedelic medical conference 
of all time last week, it’s fair to say we found 
ourselves picking up our jaws from the floor at 
Microdose Miami as we learned about April19’s 
results so far. 

But first, just so you can wrap your head 

around Goonatilake’s work before April19, he 
is a visiting professor at the University College 
London Centre for Artificial Intelligence. He 
has already founded companies in the AI space 
and had successful exits. Goonatilake got his 
Ph.D. in machine learning and co-founded 
Searchspace for the finance sector. He is the 
co-editor of the books “Intelligent Systems for 
Finance and Business” and “Intelligent Hybrid 
Systems.” He was made an officer of the Order 
of the British Empire in 2005.

“AI does the work so humans can be on the 
beach. That’s the general gist of it,” Goonatilake 

told L.A. Weekly. 
Essentially, April19 taught the AI the work 

of Alexander Shulgin. Shulgin is the godfa-
ther of modern psychedelic science and most 
notably invented MDMA among an array of 
other beneficial substances he would sample 
with his wife before bringing them to dinner 
parties with friends. April19 told the AI to go 
nuts. In the process, the AI identified 17 new 
compounds that have the potential to provide 
healing benefits. 

But it gets crazier. 
With the DEA’s approval of an increase in 

the psychedelic research supply chain, there 
is going to be tons of data for the AI to process 
over the next 24 months as more psilocybin 
and MDMA is eventually divided up between 
researchers across the nation. The AI will be 
able to use any kind of human data it’s able to 
get its hands on moving forward to make its 
process even more refined. 

“What we’ll show today is that you can use the 
power of evolution. So this is a particular style 
of AI called evolution machines to discover 
new psychedelic components,” Goonatilake 
said. “Evolution is arguably the most powerful 
problem-solving issue we know. That’s why 
we’re all here. And that’s what we’re trying to 
harness. That’s what we have harnessed. So the 
starting point for the work that we presented 
today was that the Godfather of psychedelics.”

Goonatilake took a minute to go heavy on the 
Shulgin praise given most of the psychedelic 
compounds of the last 50 years were discovered 
by him. He argues the entire industry is built on 
top of a foundation built by Shulgin. 

April19 would start its work with the same 
four compounds that were known at the start of 
Shulgin’s work. They are DMT, LSD, psilocybin 
and mescaline.

“We started with those four compounds 
and then we applied this evolutionary ap-
proach called evolution machines, which 
effectively combines different parts of the 
molecule into different novel ways,” Goona-
tilake explains. “And in this case, we can test 
whether those things are good enough based 
on how well it fits into your receptor – in this 
particular case, this receptor – and you’ll let 
this run continuously producing better and 
better campaigns.”

The AI allows the April19 team to replicate 
decades’ worth of lab work rapidly. And the 
machine learning process never stops. As I type 
this, as you read it, the machine is hunting down 
new compounds regardless of water and food. 

“Then we let it run further. We let it run lon-
ger,” says Goonatilake. “And then we have 21 
AI modules that test whether those molecules 
are any good or not.”

The modules check things like whether the 
compound will be able to penetrate the blood-
brain barrier or be toxic to your heart. 

“After all that testing they get to potential 
candidate molecules that you can take orally 
as opposed to injections because the injections 
are a pain in the neck and it looks like a central 
nervous system drug,” Goonatilake notes. “And 
then we come up with a whole bunch of new 
molecules which were never known before that 
we’re now ready to license.”

So far, 17 molecules have checked all the 
boxes when reviewed by the AI modules. Each 
one, separately, is considered very promising 
for its potential. 

And now that Goonatilake and the team at 
April19 have done the cutting edge part, they 
can push their work into a more traditional 
biopharma model to capitalize on it in hopes 
of eventually getting these compounds to con-
sumers down the line. 

The next step for April19? New substances 
that work on even more receptors in the brain. 

“Turn on not one but many other receptors 
as well,” Goonatilake explains. “And some of 
them partially, not fully. I think that’s going 
to be one area where future blockbuster drugs 
are going to be and another area that people 
are very excited about. It is about psychedelics 
that are not hallucinogenic.”

C A N N A B I S
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SDET (Software 
Development Engineer 
in Test) (El Segundo, CA). 
Resumes: HR, Stamps.com, 
Inc., 1990 E Grand Ave, El 
Segundo, CA 90245.

Terminal Operations 
Manager (Los Angeles, 
CA) (Mult pos).  Resp for 
supvsng asgnd contnr yard 
& gate oprns at marine 
port-terminal fac; ensrng 
safety, serv, & oprnal effcy 
is achvd.  Req. Mstr deg or 
frgn equiv in Indstrl Engg, 
or a rlt’d field and 1 yr 
exp in job offrd or a rlt’d 
pos resp for port-terminal 
oprns or supply chain 
oprns.  In the altrnt, req 
Bchlr deg or frgn equiv 
in same and 5 yrs of expc 
in same.  Must’ve relvt 
work exp. Apply res/cvr let 
to APM Terminals Pacific 
LLC, Att: J. Ortiz, Ref#: PF 
2021, 2500 Navy Way, Los 
Angeles, CA 90731.  No 
calls. EOE.

Farmers Group 
(Woodland Hills, CA) 
seeks Application 
Subject Matter Expert 
III to provide expertise in 
the architecture, design & 
functionality of customer 
communication mgmt 
biz appl. & understand 
customers’ biz proc. & 
products & how best 
they can be supported 
by the appl. systems. 
Customer Communication 
Management - Design 
& Production cert. req. 
Option to work remotely. 
Apply at Farmers.com/
Careers, Job ID: 9325

Praedicat, Inc. seeks 
Environmental Scientists 
in Los Angeles, CA to 
define the data needed 
to support modeling 
the costs of remediating 
fouled property, including 
indoor/outdoor air, water 
contamination. Apply @ 
www.jobpostingtoday.com 
# 44854

Young Adult and Media 
Ministry Director Req’d: 
Bachelor’s in Divinity, 
Ministry, or related. Mail 
resume: The River of 
Living Water Church, 4639 
Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, 
CA 90004

Supply Chain Analyst 
(City of Industry, CA). 
Master’s in Supply Chain 
Mgmt, or Logistics; 6 mos 
rel exp; Proficiency in 
Microsoft Word, Excel, & 
Powerpoint; able to use 
excel to build biz models 
& forecasts; Xlnt comm & 
presentation, analytical & 
negotiation skills; familiar 

w/ logistics info. sys & 
tech; Flexible, self-directed, 
creative, & team player. 
Apply: Sunway Express Inc., 
15241 Don Julian Rd, City 
of Industry, CA 91745.

Accountant 
Analyze fin. info. to 
determine assets, liabilities, 
P&L, tax liability, other fin. 
matters of current ops 
of KW Int’l, maintain gen. 
ledger, prep. month-end 
report, balance sheets, 
income/P&L statements, 
prep. IRS, state payroll, 
sales tax. Bachelor’s deg. 
in Bus. Admin. or Acctg 
req’d. Resume: KW Int’l, 
Inc. 18655 S. Bishop Ave., 
Carson CA 90746.

SENIOR SOFTWARE 
ENGINEER POSITIONS 
(NBCUniversal Media, 
LLC; Universal City, CA). 
As part of the Operations 
& Technical Services SW 
devel’t team, resp for the 
engineering & maintenance 
of systems to support 
on-air reliability of 70+ 
streams for NBCUniversal’s 
broadcast & TV Everywhere 
streaming channels. 
Send resume to: Kelley 
Alvarado at kelley.alvarado@
nbcuni.com, & indicate 
you are applying for the 
Senior Software Engineer 
(VR21SN) opening. NBCU 
is an EOE.

ARCHITECTURE 
Warren Techentin 
Architecture Inc. has an 
Architectural Designer 
opening in Los Angeles, CA. 
Prepare scaled drawings 
using CAD programs 
for all project phases. 
Prepare feasibility studies, 
including applicable codes 
& massing analysis. Apply 
at www.wtarch.com/jobs & 
reference job #TN100

Computer/IT: HULU, LLC – 
Software Developer – Santa 
Monica, California – Build 
and maintain prdct & 
promotion systm for 
subscription tech stack.  
REQ: Master’s deg or frgn 
equiv in Elec & Comp 
Eng, Comp Sci or rel fld + 
1yr exp in Software Eng 
occup’n. ALT REQ: Bach 
deg or frgn equiv in Elec 
& Comp Eng, Comp Sci or 
rel fld plus 5yrs in Software 
Eng occup’n.  Send CV to 
Hulu, LLC, S.Blanco, 2500 
Broadway, Floor 2, Santa 
Monica, CA 90404. Please 
ref code: SDML.

Senior Associate, State 
and Local Tax (Mult Pos), 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP, Los Angeles, CA. Prvd 
state & local tax advc & 
support to clnts. Req 
Bach’s deg or foreign equiv 
in Acct, Bus Adm, Tax, 
Law or rel + 3 yrs rel work 
exp; OR a Master’s deg 

or foreign equiv in Acct, 
Bus Adm, Tax, Law or rel 
+ 1 yr rel work exp. Travel 
up to 20% req. Apply by 
mail, referencing Job Code 
CA3170, Attn: HR SSC/
Talent Management, 4040 
W. Boy Scout Blvd, Tampa, 
FL 33607.

ENGINEERING 
Elect. Engineer: Job in Los 
Angeles, CA w/ 30-40% 
domestic travel. Plan, 
design, doc. & procure 
hardware, 3rd party mgmt.. 
& exec. of install. prior to 
sys. accept. Devel. solns. 
for sys. enhancements & 
audit hardware devices, 
communication mech. & 
integrated designs. Resp. 
for process improvements 
& field planning. Req. 
demons. exper. w/ Agile 
Project Mgmt., 6 Sigma, 
Project QC, Risk Analy., 
Salesforce, Automation 
& Process Eng. Apply: 
mail CV & cvr. ltr. to GMV 
Syncromatics, 523 W 6th 
St., Ste. 444, Los Angeles, 
CA 90014.

Construction Project 
Manager (Northridge, CA) 
Review, inspect, & test 
project systems, materials, 
docs, techniques, & 
workmanship. Manage 
all or part of the cost 
of planning, dsgn, & 
construction process. 
Manage all phases of the 
construction process & 
the project schedule. 
4 yrs’ exp in the job 
offered or in a related 
occupation w/ similar 
job duties. Exp above 
must incl 2 yrs managing 
construction projects. Mail 
resume to: BAR DESIGN & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC. 19044 
Citronia St, Northridge CA 
91324.

LEGAL NOTICES
 
NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 
(Name): Ramiro Aldama 
CASE NUMBER: 
21STPB06898 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be 
interested in the will or 
estate, or both of: Ramiro 
Aldama 
A Petition for PROBATE has 
been filed by: ALDO 
ALDAMA in the Superior 
Court of California, County 
of: Los Angeles. The 
Petition for Probate 
requests that: Aldo Aldama 
be appointed as personal 
representative to 
administer the estate of 
the decedent. 
The petition requests 
authority to administer the 
estate under the 

Independent 
Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will 
allow the personal 
representative to take 
actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before 
taking certain very 
important actions, 
however, the personal 
representative will be 
required to give notice to 
interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or 
consented to be the 
proposed action.) The 
independent 
administration authority 
will be granted unless an 
interested person files an 
objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant 
the authority. 
A hearing on the petition 
will be held in this court as 
follows: 
Date: November 17th, 2021 
Time: 8:30 am Dept. 29 
Address of court:  111 N. 
Hill St., Los Angeles, CA 
90012 
If you object to the granting 
of the petition, you should 
appear at the hearing and 
state your objections or file 
written objections with the 
court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. 
If you are a creditor or a 
contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the 
personal representative 
appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) 
four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to 
a general personal 
representative, as defined in 
section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or 
(2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery 
to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes 
and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to 
consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California 
law. 
You may examine the file 
kept by the court. If you 
are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request 
for Special Notice (Form 
DE-154)of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any 
petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for 
Special Notice form is 
available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for Petitioner: 
Dublas O. Paniagua, Esq. 
3532 Katella Ave. #112 Los 
Alamitos, CA 90720 
562)556-9209

EMPLOYMENT
& EDUCATION

Classifieds
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Free Service Every Month When you Qualify!
Bring You Own Phone and Number!

Promotional offer subject to eligibility for Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB). Unlimited does not mean unreasonable use; see the Acceptable Use Policy in our Terms and Conditions for details. The EBB 
is a temporary FCC program that provides non-transferrable discounts on monthly broadband Internet access service. Lifeline is a government assistance program that provides non-transferable discounts 
on your monthly phone or broadband service. Proof of eligibility is required, and only eligible customers may enroll. An eligible household is limited to one monthly service discount for Lifeline and one 
monthly service discount for EBB. Eligible consumers may get EBB service from StandUp Wireless or from any participating provider. Benefits may be transferred to another provider at any time. When the 
FCC announces the end the EBB program or we end our promotional FREE EBB service offer, we will notify you and you will revert to receiving only the standard FREE Lifeline plan if you are eligible, or you 
may keep your EBB service by paying the applicable undiscounted rate of $40 plus fees and taxes. Lifeline plans may include 1,000 Minutes, Unlimited Text, and 4.5 GB of Data. For more information about 
EBB eligibility and the program go to standupwireless.com/ebb or call us at 1-800-544-4441. Offers vary by state and service may not be available in all areas. Consumers who willfully make false statements 
in order to obtain Lifeline and EBB benefits can be punished by fine, imprisonment, or being barred from the program. Visit www.standupwireless.com for a full list of eligibility requirements and complete 
terms & conditions. Global Connection Inc. of America d/b/a StandUp Wireless.

Lifeline Offers 1,000 Minutes, 
Unlimited Text and 4.5 GB of Data

Emergency Broadband Offers Unlimited 
Talk, Unlimited Text and 10GB of Data!

Visit www.standupwireless.com or call 1-800-544-4441
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1. Summons:  
SUMMONS (Family Law) 
NOTICE TO RESPONDENT 
MICAH DAVONTE WILSON, 
YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. 
Petitioner’s name is: 
ALEKSANDRA SIEPIELSKA 
WILSON. CASE NUMBER 
21STFL09441. You have 30 
calendar days after this 
summons and Petition 
are served on you to file a 
Response (form FL-120) at 
the court and have a copy 
served on the Petitioner. A 
letter, phone call, or court 
appearance will not protect 
you. If you do not file your 
written Response on time, 
the court may make orders 
affecting your marriage or 
domestic partnership, your 
property, and custody of 
your children. You may be 
ordered to pay support and 
attorney fees and costs. 
For legal advice, contact 
a lawyer immediately. 
Get help finding a lawyer 
at the California Courts 
Online Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), 
at the California Legal 
Services Website (www.
lawhelpca.org), or by 
contacting your local 
county bar association. 
NOTICE-RESTRAINING 
ORDERS ARE ON PAGE 2: 
These restraining order 
are effective against both 
spouses or domestic 
partners until the petition 
is dismissed, a judgment 
is entered, or the court 
makes further orders. They 
are enforceable anywhere 
in California by any law 
enforcement officer who 
has received or seen a copy 
of them. FEE WAIVER: If 
you cannot pay the filing 
fee, ask the clerk for a fee 
waiver form. The court 
may order you to pay all or 
part of the fees and costs 
that the court waived for 
you or the other party. 
The name and address 
of the court are: Stanley 
Mosk Courthouse, Superior 
Court of California, County 
of Los Angeles, 111 N. Hill 
Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90012. The name, address, 
and telephone number of 
the Petitioner’s attorney, 
or the Petitioner without 
an attorney, are:  JORGE 
A. VELASCO, KERMISCH & 
PALETZ LLP, 12711 Ventura 
Blvd., Suite 200, Studio 
City, CA 91604, phone: 
(818) 478-1043. Dated:  
August 18, 2021. Clerk: 
Ratisha Washington. 
NOTICE TO PERSON 
SERVED: You are served as 
an Individual. August 18, 
2021. Publishing: (10/15, 
10/22, 10/29, 11/05/21), 
LA Weekly.  
STANDARD FAMILY LAW 
RESTRAINING ORDERS: 
Starting immediately, 
you and your spouse 
or domestic partner 
are restrained from: 1. 
removing the minor 
children of the parties 
from the state or applying 
for a new or replacement 
passport for those minor 
children without the prior 
written consent of the 
other party or an order 
of the court; 2. cashing, 
borrowing against, 
cancelling, transferring, 
disposing of, or changing 
the beneficiaries of 
any insurance or other 
coverage, including life, 
health, automobile, and 
disability, held for the 
benefit of the parties and 
their minor children; 3. 
transferring, encumbering, 

hypothecating, concealing, 
or in any way disposing 
of any property, real 
or personal, whether 
community, quasi 
community, or separate, 
without the written 
consent of the other 
party or an order of the 
court, except in the usual 
course of business or for 
the necessities of life; and 
4. creating a nonprobate 
transfer or modifying a 
nonprobate transfer in a 
manner that affects the 
disposition of property 
subject to the transfer, 
without the written 
consent of the other party 
or an order of the court. 
Before revocation of a 
nonprobate transfer can 
take effect or a right of 
survivorship to property 
can be eliminated, notice 
of the change must be 
filed and served on the 
other party. You must 
notify each other of any 
proposed extraordinary 
expenditures at least 
five business days prior 
to incurring these 
extraordinary expenditures 
and account to the court 
for all extraordinary 
expenditures made after 
these restraining orders 
are effective. However, 
you may use community 
property, quasi-community 
property, or your own 
separate property to pay 
an attorney to help you or 
to pay court costs.  
2. FL-100: 
FL-100 Petition for 
Dissolution of Marriage. 
1) Legal relationship: we 
are married. 2) Residency 
requirements: Petitioner 
has been a resident of 
this state for at least six 
months and of this county 
for at least three months 
immediately preceding 
the filing of the Petition. 
3) Statistical facts: Date of 
Marriage – February 14, 
2019. Date of Separation 
February 14, 2020. 2. Time 
from date of marriage 
to date of separation – 1 
Years, 0 Months.  4) Minor 
children: There are no 
minor children.  Petitioner 
requests that the court 
make the following orders. 
5) Divorce of the marriage 
based on irreconcilable 
differences. 8) Spousal or 
Domestic Partner Support. 
Terminate (end) the court’s 
ability to award support to 
Petitioner and Respondent. 
9) Separate property. 
There are no such assets 
or debts that I know of 
to be confirmed by the 

court. 10) Community and 
Quasi-Community Property. 
There are no such assets 
or debts that I know of 
to be confirmed by the 
court. 11) Other Requests. 
Petitioner’s former name 
be restored to: Aleksandra 
Siepielska. Signed, August 
17, 2021 by Aleksandra 
Siepielska Wilson and Jorge 
A. Velasco. 

ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME CASE NUMBER: 
21CHCP00384 
PETITION OF RICHARD 
MICHAEL BOZZO FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME 
To All Interested Persons: 
1. Petitioner:   RICHARD 
MICHAEL BOZZO filed 
a petition with this 
court for a decree 
changing names as 
follows: Present name: 
RICHARD MICHAEL BOZZO 
to proposed name: 
RICHARD VASTANO 
2.THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested 
in this matter appear 
before this court at the 
hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for 
change of name should 
not be granted. Any 
person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition 
should not be granted. 
If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without 
a hearing. 
NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date: December 22nd 
2021 Time: 8:30am Dept: 
F47 
The address of the court 
is: SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, County of 
Los Angeles North Valley 
District 9425 Penfield 
Avenue. Chatsworth, CA 
91311. MAILING ADDRESS: 
SAME. 
3. A copy of this Order 
To Show Cause shall be 

published at least once 
each week for four 
consecutive weeks prior 
to the date set for hearing 
on the petition in the 
following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed 
in this county: LA Weekly. 
Date: 10/22/21. Judge 
David B. Gelfound Judge of 
the Superior Court.

ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME CASE NUMBER: 
21STCP02849 
PETITION OF Lorenzo De 
Leon FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME 
To All Interested Persons: 
1. Petitioner: Lorenzo 
De Leon filed a petition 
with this court for a 
decree changing names 
as follows: Present 
name: Lorenzo De Leon 
to proposed name: Juan 
Alonso Angulo Vasquez 
2.THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested 
in this matter appear 
before this court at the 
hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for 
change of name should 
not be granted. Any 
person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection 
at least two court days 
before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why 
the petition should not 
be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the 
petition without a hearing. 
NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date: December 20th 
2021 Time: 10:30am Dept: 
C Room: 312. The address 
of the court is: SUPERIOR 
COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Los Angeles 
Norwalk Courthouse 
12720 Norwalk Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650. 
MAILING ADDRESS: SAME.  
3. A copy of this Order 
To Show Cause shall be 
published at least once 
each week for four 
consecutive weeks prior 
to the date set for hearing 
on the petition in the 
following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed 
in this county: LA Weekly. 
Date: 10/20/21. Judge 
Margaret M. Bernal Judge 
of the Superior Court.

 

REAL ESTATE
 
ROOM FOR RENT 
2116 Portland Street. 
Bedroom with private 
bathroom. Rent is $1,100/
month, Wifi, A/C and all 
utilities included. Close to 
USC and downtown.  
(213) 215-1350

Homes Needed 
Delinquent Payments  
No Problem 
Call 213-545-1506

Classifieds

7 days 9am-9pm

2 1 3 . 9 1 5 . 0 3 8 2
2 1 3 . 4 3 6 . 8 8 0 4

#2034214 BEVERLY BLVD.

Injured at work? 
Workers Comp Law Firm 

READY TO HELP!
For a FREE consultation, please call 

310-664-9000 x 101 or text 310-849-5679
Website : www.workinjuryhelp.com

Warning: 
Making a false or fraudulent claim is a felony  subject up to 5 years in prison 

or a fine up to $50,000 or double the value of the fraud whichever 
is greater, or by both imprisonment or fine.

Thank you Saint Jude, Saint of the Impossible, EC

WANTED HOTWHEELSWANTED HOTWHEELS
1968-19851968-1985

COLLECTOR WILL PAY TOP DOLLARCOLLECTOR WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR
(562) 708-9069(562) 708-9069

acmecollectables.comacmecollectables.com

$$Top Dollar Paid$$

Goldendoodles Standard. Red Standard Poodles. First 
Vaccines and deworming. Excellent therapeutic  

family dogs. please text or call Lisa 424-227-2646.  
Instragram @redpoodlesndoodles

SECURITY GUARDS NEEDED 
Rio Gentlemen's Club - 13124 S Figueroa St, Los Angeles, CA 90061 $18 to $20 an 

hour. Outside security needed for patdowns, ID checks and monitoring parking lot 
of the club. Please contact Dave Carlson at Rmckinney@jjmfirm.com

LIVE-IN DOMESTIC COUPLE
Looking for a legal, honest, vaccinated, energetic live-in proactive 

couple in WLA area (2 acres, 3 adults, animals, informal lifestyle). Job 
requirements: housekeeping, handy person skills, cooking, chauffeuring, 
and car maintenance. English speaking, non-smoking, and experienced 

with solid references.
Work 5 days a week. Tue-Sat, competitive salary + benefits.

Serious inquiries only please. Please send resume or work history and 
qualifications to April at amarkresumes@gmail.com. 


