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music of East L.A. rings out at LACMA, the Art
Deco Society explores Bullocks Wilshire’s storied
history and more to do and see in L.A. this week.

NEWS...11

High taxes on newly legalized recreational
marijuana could be driving consumers back to
the black market. BY DAVID FUTCH.

FEATURE...13

Many former Angelenos have moved to Slab City
in search of off-the-grid, rent-free living. BY PAUL
ROGERS.

EAT & DRINK...20

Little Highness Bao adds to the westward
expansion of SGV Chinese food, and Vestry's Matt
Carlson suggests some whiskeys made from not-
the-usual ingredients.

PST: LA/LA shines a spotlight on live art in an
era of political extremes. BY BEIGE LUCIANO-
ADAMS. At the Odyssey, Freud's Last Session

spotlights the debate over the big question: Does
God exist? BY DEBORAH KLUGMAN.

FILM...26

ALAN SCHERSTUHL reviews third-in-the-trilogy
Maze Runner: The Death Cure, and APRIL WOLFE
likes Like Me, plus other movies OPENING THIS
WEEK, and YOUR WEEKLY MOVIE TO-DO LIST.

MUSIC...31

Out on the town in WeHo. BY MICHAEL
COOPER. Plus: listings for ROCK & POP, JAZZ &
CLASSICAL and more.

ADVERTISING
CLASSIFIED...42
EDUCATION/EMPLOYMENT...42
REAL ESTATE/RENTALS...43
BULLETIN BOARD...43

ON THE COVER:
PHOTOGRAPHY BY TED SOQUI

V4

L.A. WEEKLY (ISSN#0192-1940 &AMP; USPS 461-370) IS PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY LA WEEKLY LP 3861 SEPULVEDA BLVD, CULVER
CITY, CA 90230. PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT LOS ANGELES, CA. DOMESTIC SUBSCRIPTIONS: $55 FOR SIX MONTHS & $90 PER
YEAR. POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO L.A WEEKLY P.0. BOX 5052, CULVER CITY, CA 90231. LA WEEKLY IS AVAILABLE
FREE OF CHARGE IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY, LIMITED TO ONE COPY PER READER. ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THE CURRENT ISSUE OF
LA WEEKLY MAY BE PURCHASED FOR $1, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE AT THE LA WEEKLY OFFICE. OUTSIDE LOS ANGELES COUNTY, THE
SINGLE-COPY COST OF LA WEEKLY IS $1. LA WEEKLY MAY BE DISTRIBUTED ONLY BY LA WEEKLY'S AUTHORIZED INDEPENDENT
CONTRACTORS OR LA WEEKLY'S AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS. NO PERSON MAY, WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN PERMISSION OF LA
WEEKLY, TAKE MORE THAN ONE COPY OF EACH LA WEEKLY WEEKLY ISSUE. FOR BACK-ISSUE INFORMATION CALL 310-574-7100.
THE ENTIRE CONTENTS OF LA WEEKLY ARE COPYRIGHT 2014 BY LA WEEKLY LP. NO PORTION MAY BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR
IN PART BY ANY MEANS, INCLUDING ELECTRONIC RETRIEVAL SYSTEMS, WITHOUT THE EXPRESS WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE
PUBLISHER, LA WEEKLY, 3861 SEPULVEDA BLVD, CULVER CITY, CA 90230.

PALEYFEST LA

See Your Favorite Stars In Person
at the Dolby Theatre!

March 16-25, 2018

PaleyFest Icon 2018: An Evening with

BARBRA STREISAND

March 16 | 7:30pm
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THE ORVILLE

March 17 | 2:00pm

WILL & GRACE

March 17 | 7:00pm

THE HANDMAID’S TALE |

March 18 | 2:00pm

SILICON VALLEY

March 18 | 7:00pm

SUPERNATURAL

March 20 | 6:45pm

THE BIG BANG THEORY
& YOUNG SHELDON

March 21 | 7:30pm

THE GOOD DOCTOR

March 22 | 7:30pm

MOM

March 24 | 2:00pm

QUEEN SUGAR

March 24 | 7:00pm

RIVERDALE

March 25 | 2:00pm

STRANGER THINGS ®

March 25 | 7:00pm ;
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CLOSING NIGHT!

OFFICIAL CARD VENUE

Buy Tickets at paleyfest.org _
citi

EVENTS/PARTICIPANTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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Located in Los Angeles, California.

City Compassionate Cafegivers is one of the
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marijuana dispensaries. We've been providing
Southern California with exceptional medical
cannabis products since 1996.
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‘ NICK NOLTE SHOWS OFF HIS

SENSITIVE, PASSIONATE SIDE
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ART

—

A Global Perspective
The ninth edition of Art Los Angeles
Contemporary (ALAC) offers an eclec-
tic, wide-ranging perspective on the gal-
leries and artists that help define L.A. as
a capital of the contemporary art world.
More than 65 galleries are participat-
ing this year, including exhibitors from
Latin America, Asia and Europe. And

33 of them hail from the City of Angels.
Barker Hangar, 3021 Airport Ave., Santa
Monica; Thu., Jan. 25, 7-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat.,
Jan. 26-27, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun., Jan. 28,
11 a.m.-6 p.m.; $25. (323) 851-7530, artlos
angelesfair.com. —Richard Chang

1/26

ART

—

Start It Up

Who needs a gallery? stARTup Art Fair
jettisons the middleman by inviting
contemporary artists to display and

sell their own work during a three-day
festival that transforms Venice’s Kinney
hotel into a warren of artist-run exhibi-
tion spaces. Adapting to the mobile age
— in which many artists are engaging
and selling directly to their social media
followers — organizers offer sanctioned
space for 50-plus artists to continue that
practice en vivo, all overseen by a pres-
tigious council of artists and, well, es-
teemed middlemen. The event includes
conversations on public art, side hustles
and the current “future is female” mo-
ment; food and wine; installations; and
performances. Bonus: The Saturday
party for L.A. photographer Parker Day
features a meta-exhibition of her work
inside a suite remodeled in the image of
her “ICONS” series. The Kinney, 737 W.
Washington Blvd., Venice; Fri., Jan. 26,
2-10 p.m.; Sat., Jan. 27, noon-9 p.m.; Sun.,
Jan. 28, noon-7 p.m.; $15 advance, $20
door; students/seniors $10/$15; three-
day pass: $30/$40; VIP $100. startup
artfair.com/la/visitors/.

—Beige Luciano-Adams

BOOKS/ART

—

My Country 'Tis of Thee

It Occurs to Me That | Am America: New
Stories and Art is a collection of short

L.A. Opera's Candide: See Saturday. A

fiction by 30 famous authors — each

of whom donated his or her proceeds

to the ACLU — including Mary Hig-
gins Clark, Michael Cunningham,

Neil Gaiman, Walter Mosley, Joyce
Carol Oates, Paul Theroux and Alice
Walker. Their works address immigra-
tion, racism, women’s rights and civil
liberties, which are all being questioned
under Trump’s presidency. The pieces
are accompanied by original art, from
paintings and charcoal drawings to
photographs and cartoon strips, includ-
ing Eric Orner’s hilarious “The Ugliest
American Alphabet.” Tonight’s discus-
sion features editor Jonathan Santlofer,
contributing artist Mimi Pond and Viet
Thanh Nguyen, who wrote the book’s
foreword and was winner of 2016’s Pulit-
zer Prize for Fiction for his debut novel,
The Sympathizer. Skylight Books, 1818
N. Vermont Ave., Los Feliz; Fri., Jan. 26,
7:30 p.m.; free. (323) 660-1175, skylight
books.com. —-Siran Babayan

DANCE

—

Move With a Purpose

In the wake of the outcry over the latest
racist rants from the White House, 10

top companies arrive here for the 30th
annual meeting of the International
Association of Blacks in Dance. Unlike
most conferences, when the daytime
sessions end, these participants take
the stage to perform. The scheduled
performers read like a who’s who of
African-American dance companies,
including Dance Theatre of Harlem,
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre,
Kyle Abraham and Philadanco, plus
L.A. host company Lula Washington
Dance Theater. A series of late-night
showings during the conference at the
Sheraton Gateway LAX, which hosts
the conference, culminates in three
concerts with 10 IABD founding com-
panies on Saturday, Jan. 27, and other
member companies on Friday, Jan. 26.
This is L.As fourth time hosting the
annual conference, and each time it has
proven an unparalleled opportunity
for dance fans to enjoy well-known
troupes and discover high-powered

dance companies that seldom tour here.

For details, check out lulawashington.

org. Marsee Auditorium, El Camino Col-

lege, 16007 Crenshaw Blvd., Torrance;
Thu.-Sat., Jan. 25-27, 7:30 p.m.; $15-$35.
elcaminotickets.universitytickets.com/

user_pages/event.asp?id=556&cid=45.

sat 1/27

MusSIC
—

Born in East L.A.

Proper appreciation of art sometimes
takes decades to attain. That’s why
LACMA’s The Music of East L.A. — an
art and music happening with Haw-
thorne’s very own other favorite son
(besides Brian Wilson), Chicano singer
Chris “Let’s Dance” Montez, alongside
documentarian and DJ Melissa “Lil
Smiley” Duefias — is so crucial in the
here and now. Duefias will play records
from East Side Story, her Kickstarted
12-volume compilation of obscure East
L.A. pop songs that hearken back to
both lifestyles and lifetimes that seem
worlds away by now. She’ll also screen a
preview of her documentary, East Side
Story Project. A discussion of ’70s and
’80s music follows with Duefias, Mon-
tez and musician Rubén Funkahuatl
Guevara, moderated by artist Vincent
Ramos. And Montez will perform with
his band. Bing Theater, L.A. County
Museum of Art, 5905 Wilshire Blvd.,
Mid-Wilshire; Sat., Jan. 27, 7:30 p.m.; $15
general, $12 seniors, $10 students. (323)
857-6010, lacma.org/event/music-east-
la. -David Cotner

MUSIC/MULTIMEDIA
—

Number 9, Number 9,

Number 9...

“Revolution 9” from The Beatles’ White
Album often gets cited as The Fab Four’s
most disliked song. It’s doubtful their
experiment in musique concrete gets
covered in Beatlemania touring com-
panies, but the contemporary classical
ensemble Alarm Will Sound perform it
live in their historical hypothetical 1969,
based on a planned meeting between
John Lennon and avant-garde composer
Karlheinz Stockhausen that never took
place. The band also performs Stock-
hausen’s anti-anthem Hymnen and oth-
er music onstage, all conducted by Alan
Pierson. Actors play the protagonists
and blend with video and photographs
and create a fascinating collage of the

—]
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Unless otherwise indicated: Rates quoted are accurate at fime of publication & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfure, taxes, fees, surcharges, gratuities, fransfers & excursions are
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California acts as an agent for cruise & tour providers featured at the sale. CST 1016202-80. Copyright © 2018 Automobile Club of Southern California. All Rights Reserved.

era that proves you didn’t have to live
through the ’60s to remember it. Royce
Hall, 340 Royce Drive, Westwood; Sat.,
Jan. 27, 8 p.m.; $29-$59. (310) 825-2101,
cap.ucla.edu. -Michael Simmons

MUSIC

—

Lenny’s Merry Opus

This year marks the centennial of Leon-
ard Bernstein’s birth, and L.A. Opera is
among the numerous companies world-
wide celebrating the work of the pro-
lific composer. At tonight’s opening of
Candide, actor Kelsey Grammer (in two
roles, as both Voltaire and Pangloss)
and singer-actor Christine Ebersole (as
Old Lady) provide the theatrical glitz in
director Francesca Zambello’s staging
of Bernstein’s merry opus, which splits
the difference between operatic tradi-
tion and Broadway showiness. Based

on Voltaire’s satirical novel, Bernstein’s
adaptation of Candide is infused with
memorable tunes (“Glitter and Be

Gay,” “I Am Easily Assimilated”) and a
plethora of sly lyrical bon mots supplied
by a tag-team army of stellar librettists,
including Lillian Hellman, Richard
Wilbur, Dorothy Parker, Stephen Sond-
heim and Bernstein. Dorothy Chandler
Pavilion, 135 N. Grand Ave., downtown;
Sat.,, Jan. 27 & Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m.; Thu., Feb.
8&15,7:30 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 11 & 18, 2 p.m.;
$29-$299. (213) 972-0777, laopera.com.
—Falling James

LGBT/MUSIC

—

Queer and Proud

A surprisingly fabulous spawn of L.A.
Councilmember José Huizar’s 10-year
plan to restore glory to downtown’s
crumbling historic Theater District,
Night on Broadway is now a legit arts
and music festival that bills headlin-

ers such as the B-52s and La Santa
Cecilia — as well as a mosaic of smaller
performances staged throughout the
ghostly temples of the city’s golden age.
Suggestion: Head straight for the glit-
ter at DTLA Proud’s Block Party, where
drag queens, dance music, art installa-
tions, “fierce swag” from queer-friendly
vendors, a beer garden and photo booth
all await. Local/global parties (Puteria,
Daddy Issues) and Rasputin’s Mari-
onettes also are on the bill. Proud DTLA
produces its own “all-inclusive” festival
in August, celebrating Downtown’s di-
verse LGBTQ+ community. This should
hold you over until then. In front of Pre-
cinct, 357 S. Broadway, downtown; Sat.,
Jan. 27, 3 p.m.-mid.; free. instagram.
com/dtlaproud or nightonbroadway.la.

—Beige Luciano-Adams
sSun 1/28

HOLIDAYS

—

Year of the Dog

The Original Farmers Market and the
Grove welcome the lunar new year
with a Year of the Dog event, featuring
performances, craft activities, cooking

demonstrations, red envelope give-
aways, social media contests, decor
installations and activities just for dogs.
The Farmers Market’s own Dog Bakery
will unveil a custom-made, life-size Year
of the Dog cake, and all pooches are
welcome to enjoy a slice. Those looking
to add a new pet to the family can stop
by the Michelson Found Animals and
Wags & Walks dog adoptions near the
Clock Tower. Lion and dragon dances,
traditional Beijing opera, martial arts
and K-pop dance performances also are
scheduled, emceed by Aaron Yang. The
actual lunar, or Chinese, new year is Feb.
16. Original Farmers Market, 6333 W.
Third St., and the Grove, 189 The Grove
Drive, Fairfax; Sun., Jan. 28, noon-5 p.m.;
free. farmersmarketla.com or thegrove
la.com. —Richard Chang

ART/COMMUNITY

—

A Homegrown Affair

Nearly 10 years in, the Leimert Park Art
Walk is a rare community-driven engine
both expanding contemporary artistry
and preserving a historic African-
American cultural center in the age of
gentrification. “We felt if we have a live
and thriving community, it could make
it into the next step of paying for itself,”
says organizer, Renaissance man and
KAOS Network head Ben Caldwell, who
advocates creating micro-businesses
around crowds drawn to Leimert Park’s
dense arts community. This Sunday is

a tribute to a “father of sustainability,
green and growth,” George Washington
Carver. Expect art for sale, food, youth
activities, DJs, an all-day open mic
where seasoned performers sharpen
their skills — and a comedy/variety
show after sundown. Pro female percus-
sionists initiate at noon, but thereafter
the drum circle welcomes all who feel
its polyrhythmic pull. Graffiti artist
EnkOne features works for sale. Leimert
Park Plaza, 3333 43rd Place, Leimert
Park; Sun. Jan. 28, 1-8 p.m.; free. face-
book.com/events/1636518719747624/.
—Beige Luciano-Adams

HISTORY
—

An Old L.A. Landmark

When it opened in 1929, Bullocks
Wilshire was one of the first examples of
an art deco building in America. Built by
John and Donald Parkinson, who also
designed City Hall, Union Station and
the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum,
the luxury department store was famous
for its 241-foot, patinated green tower,
tea room and celebrity customers. It
closed in 1993 and was later purchased
by the Southwestern Law School, which
preserved the architectural integrity of
the property, even opening its doors to
the public for tours one weekend every
summer. Co-hosted by the Art Deco
Society of Los Angeles and the Ameri-
can Cinematheque, today’s Bullocks
Wilshire History Presentation looks at
the origins of the structure with a talk
featuring Margaret Leslie Davis, author
of the 1999 book Bullocks Wilshire, and
fine art and fashion illustrator Gregory



Weir-Quiton. That will be followed by a
screening of George Cukor’s 1939, all-
female dramedy The Women, the original
chick flick, starring Joan Crawford,
Norma Shearer, Rosalind Russell, Joan
Fontaine and Paulette Goddard. Egyp-
tian Theater, 6712 Hollywood Blvd., Hol-
lywood.; Sun., Jan. 28, 2 p.m.; $12. (323)
466-3456, americancinematheque

calendar.com. =Siran Babayan
momn 1/29

DANCE
—

Get Down With the Real Crews

If you’re going to brave Hollywood

and an actual nightclub on a Monday,
do it for the Carnival Choreographers
Ball. This selective monthly showcase
attracts the best hip-hop and industry
dance crews and choreographers for
one mind-blowing night at the Ava-

lon. You'll see the dancers who make
Beyoncé, Nicki Minaj and J.Lo look
good, plus low-key genius freestylers
breaking it down. Expect the latest
music, from Cardi B to Afrobeats. This
Monday Carnival celebrates its 19th
anniversary with choreographer Tricia
Miranda atop the bill. If you have a soul,
Miranda’s musicality will make you
weak in the knees. L.A. favorites Wilda-
beast Adams, Janelle Ginestra and Matt
Stefanina also will showcase their work.
The show starts at 10:30 p.m. and usu-
ally winds down around 2 a.m. So pace
yourself, and keep an eye out for your
1G dance crush. Avalon, 1735 N. Vine St.,
Hollywood; Mon., Jan. 29, doors open

at 9 p.m.; $25; 18-plus. (323) 462-8900,
choreographerscarnival.com.

—Beige Luciano-Adams

COMEDY

—

His People Suffered

It’s a tormented path in more ways
than one, growing up Mormon and gay,
getting cancer and then converting to
Judaism. But tonight’s Latter Day Jew
Live encapsulates these struggles — and
all the triumphs that implies — with
comedian H. Alan Scott. As if he didn’t
have enough trouble in his life, he had
to prepare himself to be bar mitzvahed
at the ripe old age of 35. Hear Scott’s
stories and reflect upon your own
battles with existential uncertainty as
you experience one of the finer mo-
ments of perspective at any comedy
club this year. NerdMelt, 7522 Sunset
Blvd., Hollywood; Tue., Jan. 30, 7:45 p.m.;
free. (323) 851-7223, holdmyticket.com/
event/304171. -David Cotner

1/30

MUsIC
—

LACO Does Mozart

L.A. Chamber Orchestra marks its
50th season this year since forming in
1968. The ensemble is in a state of flux

following the retirement last year of
longtime music director Jeffrey Kahane;
his replacement hasn’t yet been named,
but visiting Danish conductor Thomas
Dausgaard will lead LACO through the
stirring passages of W.A. Mozart’s Sym-
phony No. 41 (the so-called “Jupiter”
symphony) and his own orchestrations
of pieces by Johannes Brahms. Even
better, 93-year-old Israeli-American
pianist Menaham Pressler — a native of
Germany who escaped the Holocaust
with part of his immediate family and
went on to flourish as a performer

in postwar Palestine and the United
States — dials up the candied melodies
of Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 23 with
diplomatic restraint. Alex Theatre, 216
N. Brand Blvd., Glendale; Tue., Jan. 30,
8p.m.; $27 & up. (818) 243-2539. Also at
Royce Hall, 340 Royce Drive, Westwood;
Wed., Jan. 31, 8 p.m. (310) 825-4401,

laco.org. —Falling James
wed 131

BOOKS
—

Rebel With a Curse

One thing rarely pointed out about the
whole “sensitive man” phenomenon in
Hollywood during the ’70s and ’80s is
that the actors who were those sensitive
men usually had a metric shitload of
trauma left over from various terrible
upbringings. To wit: Nick Nolte dis-
cusses Rebel: My Life Outside the Lines
($29, William Morrow). Oscar nomina-
tions, romances and divorces, scandal
and addiction — they’re all here, and
Nolte talks about them in a tone that

is measured yet passionate, reflective
yet passionate, philosophical yet pas-
sionate (he’s a passionate guy) in this,
one of the last great actor memoirs.
Skirball Cultural Center, 2701 N. Sepul-
veda Blvd., Brentwood; Wed., Jan. 31, 8
p-m.; $29 & $38 (includes book). (310)
659-3110, booksoup.com/event/book-
soup-skirball-presents-actor-nick-nolte-
discussing-and-signing-his-memoir-

rebel-my-life. -David Cotner
thu 2/
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The Burial Society

Discussion / Book Signing

Tuesday, January 30th, 7pm
189 Grove Drive
Los Angeles (323) 525-0270

In this fast-paced thriller,a woman
who helps people disappear must
save herself when she becomes
the target of a former client’s killer.

BARNES&NOBLE

NINA snﬁuwsv
BN.COM

Get more info and get to know your favorite writers at BN.COM/events
All events subject to change, so please contact the store to confirm.

BOOKS

—

Through a Latinx Lens

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Junot
Diaz will give a lecture that ties into
“Adelante! Latinx Activism in Califor-
nia,” a spring 2018 campuswide series
of events exploring key moments in
regional history and important issues
affecting the Latino community. A
MacArthur fellow, Diaz won the Pulitzer
Prize for fiction for his first novel, The
Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao. Diaz
will stick around to sign books after
his talk. University Theatre, Cal State
Dominguez Hills, 1000 E. Victoria St.,
Carson; Thu., Feb. 1, 5:30-8 p.m.; free,
tickets required. (310) 243-3322, csudh.
edu. —Richard Chang

ENTER FOR A GHANGE TO WIN
DCU BATMAN:
GOTHAM BY GASLIGHT
ON DIGITAL AT
LAWEEKLY.COM/FREE/DCUBATMAN
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Looking for a sweet pick-me-up? Try Lemon Banana Sherbert. Need to relax after a long day
at work? King Louie 0G will do you right. Ready to take your cannabis experience to the next
level? Go for a pack of Chronic Pre-Rolls, featuring fresh Sour Jack flowers rolled with
Lemon Cheesecake cold water hash.




Osiris Santos of Americann
Made says, “Since we're in
a cash-only business, it's."
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OVERTAXED

High taxes could be driving legal pot consumers back to black market

PHOTO BY RYAN ORANGE

BY DAVID FUTCH

egalizing marijuana for rec-
reational use was supposed
to deal a death blow to smug-
glers, cartels and the black
market while simultaneously
pumping new money into
state government coffers.

But now, less than a month into the recre-
ational reefer rollout, California consumers
could decide to bypass legal dispensaries
and head back to the black market in a bid
to avoid taxes that could double the price
of pot.

The state announced Jan. 10 that pot
taxes will put $643 million in the state’s
piggy bank for 2018. That’s because, for
every ounce sold, $9.25 goes to a flower or
“bud” tax, $2.75 for a tax on leaves that few
people want and 15 percent of the purchase
price to a sin tax known as an excise tax.
And don't forget the sales tax — as much
as 10 percent in some parts of Los Angeles
County.

And those taxes come out of pockets
that aren’t used to the cost of doing legal
transactions. Most buyers are looking for
the best deal they can get, and that doesn’t
include an extra $15 or $20 for the same
pot they can get on the street for that much
less.

Osiris Santos of Americann Made
dispensaries said his company pays all
its hefty taxes but understands there’s a
temptation for legal dispensary owners to
hide money under a large mattress. “Black-
market people don’t pay taxes,” he said.
“Since we're in a cash-only business, it’s
tempting not to pay your taxes.”

If taxation continues on these levels,

legal weed will have a tough time compet-
ing with the black market, say growers, pot
industry experts, a tax group that monitors
excessive government tax-and-spend pro-
grams, and people from other states.

For example, the current dispensary
price for one-eighth ounce of high-grade
marijuana is around $65. But if you stick
to buying from your local pot dealer, you
could save as much as $30. Low-grade
weed with low THC concentration can be
had for $20 an eighth on the street. It’ll cost
you $40 at a licensed dispensary.

And that phenomenon likely will contin-
ue for at least another year, maybe two, said
Beau Kilmer, co-director of the Rand Corp.
Drug Policy Research Center in Oakland,
as prices even out.

Hezekiah Allen, executive director of
the marijuana-centric California Growers
Association, said two years is optimistic.
With taxes on pot set so high as a result
of language in Proposition 64, the black
market isn’t going anywhere, he said.

Hidden deep in Proposition 64’s official
wording was information on the taxes that
would be levied. But the taxes received
little media coverage, and voters either
ignored them or weren’t paying attention
when they approved legal recreational
sales, Allen said.

Now, Allen wants legislators to put a
pot reform measure on the November
ballot to give voters a chance to reduce the
taxes. Allen will have a few months to put
together a ballot proposal.

He would like to see the state reduce the
15 percent tax on retail sales to 5 percent
and get rid of the $2.75 tax per dry ounce
of leaves. The 15 percent state excise tax is
in addition to any local sales taxes, he said.

On top of that, there’s the annual $1,000
state license fee and a requirement by
cultivators to pay the $9.25 per dry weight
ounce of flowers, both of which Allen
wants to see lowered. The leaves are rarely
sold for smoking but instead are sent to
processors who make things like pot butter
and edibles out of them, he said.

The craziness surrounding pot taxation
can be seen in the difference between
two Northern California cities. In the
agricultural hub of Salinas, southeast of
San Francisco, voters approved a tax that
eventually will rise to $25 a square foot for

e ececceced
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“ATAX STRUCTURE
SHOULD BE .. NOT
SO PUNITIVE AS TO
DRIVE MARIJUANA
BUSINESSES
UNDERGROUND AND
CREATE A BIGGER
PROBLEM THAN YOU
HAD BEFORE”
—DAVID WOLFE

space used to cultivate pot, according to a
Nov. 11 Associated Press story. That adds
up to a tax of a little more than $1 million
per acre per year. On the other hand, in
Humboldt County, a tax on growing is
abargain at $1 to $3 per square foot, or
$43,560 to $130,680.

A thriving black market under the cur-
rent tax structure is quite the opposite of

what the state wanted, said David Wolfe,
legislative director for the Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association. The nonprofit got
its start back in the 1970s fighting for the
passage of Proposition 13, which limited
property taxes and prompted politicians to
look at cigarettes, alcohol and now pot as
potential tax revenue sources.

Now, Wolfe says, the anti-tax group has
other taxes in its crosshairs — including
the pot tax. “A tax structure should be put
in place but not so punitive as to drive
marijuana businesses underground and
create a bigger problem than you had be-
fore,” he said. “The point is, how close are
those price points? That will determine the
strength of the black market. Come back in
six months or a year and I'll let you know.”

Kilmer of the Rand Corp. said taxes are
necessary to pay for pot industry regula-
tion. That includes testing and proper
labeling and packaging. Whether or not
voters approved a reasonable taxing sys-
tem for pot is debatable, he said.

“No one knows the best way to tax canna-
bis,” Kilmer said. “In most places, taxes are
a function of price. If that’s the case, when
prices go down, tax revenue goes down.”

In Alaska, where recreational pot is legal,
the state taxes pot according to weight.

So does California. However, basing taxes
on weight gives cultivators an incentive
to grow less pot and concentrate on pot
that’s higher in the active ingredient THC.
The more THC, the more cannabis costs,
because that’s what smokers demand.

Cultivators can game the weight-based
tax system by growing more potent pot;
they get more money per pound and thus
pay less in taxes because under California’s
system, it’s about weight, not THC levels.

“Taxing as a function of THC is easy just
like taxing weight is easy,” Kilmer said.
“There are a lot of different options.”

Allen of the Growers Association said
attaching the tax to THC levels would give
policymakers a tool to influence behavior
while creating a more fair tax rate.

“You can't do it by taxing weight,” Allen
said. “The more potent the marijuana, the
more potential for abuse. But you can im-
pact behavior (with higher taxes on higher
THC). Government does this all the time
with alcohol and whiskey, which they tax at
a higher rate than wine and beer”

The city of L.A. wants to make sure pot
businesses don’t get away with anything.

L.A. charges pot dispensaries $100 per
$1,000 in gross receipts on recreational
marijuana and $50 per $1,000 on medici-
nal. If you transport pot, it’s $10 per $1,000,
$20 per $1,000 for cultivators and $20 per
$1,000 for anything not covered above.

Unlicensed commercial cannabis busi-
nesses in L.A. can be fined up to $20,000 a
day. Property owners who lease to an illegal
operation face the same fine, too.

Marketing director Kelsey Barney of the
Rose Collective in Venice takes a laid-back
approach to taxation.

“So far our patients have been half and
half” Barney said. “Some say, ‘Great. It’s
legal’ And some tell me they’re going back
to their guy. I try to stay positive because
we offer a rewards program — 7 percent
back with every purchase.”

That’s probably not the case on the street
corner.
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LIVING OFF THE GRID IN

SLAB CITY

Think Tank,

a Slab City
landmark, and the
local environs

Many former Angelenos reside in a rent-free, ramshackle “town” in the middle of the Sonoran Desert

he last hour of the 190-mile drive inland

fromL.A.to Slab Cityis a sensory-depriva-

tion dash through frowning, scrubby noth-

ingness where humans go only to escape

orto hide, or because they’ve simply been

priced out elsewhere. Beyond manicured

Palm Springs and the featureless fields

of the Coachella Valley, the increasingly toxic Salton Sea

forms a dying mirror of the vast Colorado Desert sky, State

Route 111 athinthread of civilization between its apocalyptic
abandoned resorts and the distant Chocolate Mountains.

“Make a left on Main Street in Niland and you can’t miss

it,” I'd been told by Slab Gram, a six-year Slab City dweller

whom I'd first met outside Sunset Strip’s Whisky A Go Go.

BY PAUL ROGERS

MAIN PHOTOGRAPHY BY TED SOQUI

Good thing, because no county signage conveys that you're
approaching what has effectively been a small town for half
acentury, three miles down an increasingly rutted road from
the former “Tomato Capital of the World.”

Cresting a bridge over an irrigation canal, I spot a multi-
colored blob on the beige blandness some half a mile ahead,
asifall the pigment sucked out of its surroundings had been
poured over this solitary, beckoning mound. It had to be
Salvation Mountain — the cartoonishly vivid, 50-foot-high
art installation that serves as a gateway to Slab City. AsI ap-

proach, they appear, spread between scrawny trees across an
ill-defined square mile framed with craggy peaks: improvised
campsites of tarps and found objects; immobilized vehicles
reimagined as dwellings; elaborate, cobbled-together com-
pounds demarcated by tires; tents of all types; and myriad
motor homes, some the size of studio apartments.

“l escaped right before it got bad, right before my lease was
up,” says previously lifelong L.A. resident Tallulah Kidd. “I
had to make the decision: Am I going to stay doing this, or
am I going to just go toward the route of freedom?”

In an era of uproar over the cost of living in Los Angeles
— “You Officially Have to Be Rich to Rent in L.A.” boomed
a July headline in this very publication — a trickle (14 »
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» 13 ) of locals are, like Kidd, exploring
a radical, rent-free alternative in Slab City.
For most Angelenos, this storied squatter
community is an option extreme to the point
of being hypothetical, yet “the Slabs” offer
lessons for more affordable (and contented)
living, even from afar.

SmartAssetrecently calculated that anan-
nual income of nearly $110,000 is required
just to comfortably afford an average two-
bedroom rented apartment in Los Angeles,

Salvation Mountain

where even a typical one-bedroom pad runs
$1,949 per month (almost twice the national
average). Meanwhile, the median sale price
forhomesinL.A. Countyhitanall-time high
of $575,000 last summer, according to Core-
Logic.

“It was costing me more than I could make
[in Los Angeles],” says Paul Holman III, 55,
an Angeleno since histeenswhosslipped into
homelessness in 2015 before cycling out to
Slab City a year later. Holman says he can
survive on “five or six bucks” a month (aug-
mented by food stamps and donated grocer-
ies) in the Slabs, and everyone I spoke to
there claimsto spend less than $200 monthly.

Upon my first visit last August, Slab City
left a troubling impression of inhuman
conditions and admirable, if almost incom-
prehensible, survivalism. During summer’s
lingering triple-digit days, the maybe 100 to
150 year-round “Slabbers” move minimally,
and then only in furtive zigzags dictated by
precarious patches of shade. Like a perpetual
hair dryer to the face, temperatures that can
top 120 degrees are hard not to take person-
ally, and most in Slab City have only fans to
stir the soupy air of their ovenlike accom-
modations. Those seeking an alternative
lifestyle endure this willingly, while others
are reluctantly fleeing from something, be
it sheer poverty, even more primitive living
on city streets or their own inner demons.

“I would say half of Slab City, this in the
only place they can live,” said the dread-
locked Gram, at 37 one of the community’s
youngest year-rounders and (though briefly
homeless on Venice Beach priorto arriving)
very much a Slabber by choice.

Returning this month on a balmy, 69-de-
gree day, I discovered an entirely different
Slab City. In winter, thousands of RV-ing
“snowbirds” flock in from colder regions for
the Slabs’ milder weather and fee-free park-
ing. There’s much more movement, color

i R

and sound: kids chattering, music playing,
first-time visitors exclaiming. Stalls selling
everything from tie-dyed Slab City shirts
to model UFOs spring up along the dusty
main drag, where the late-model cars of snap-
happy tourists stand out in what is largely a
vehicular graveyard.

The Slabs has hosted white-haired military
veterans and stereotypical hippies, former
professionals and craftsmen, burnouts and
meth heads, and many — like Kidd, who ar-

town technically doesn’t exist, there are no
propertytaxes. Many of mainstream society’s
regulations and restrictions, on everything
from noise and nudity to building codes and
speed limits, are only loosely recognized.

“My $50 phoneisthe onlybill T have,” dead-
pans Gram, who lives alone in a crippled
30-foot pull-behind equipped with limited
solar power and a propane stove. “And that’s
just a luxury.”

Back in her native Long Beach, where she

“THERE’S AN HONESTY THAT RUNS
THROUGH HERE THAT DOESN’T IN THE
CITY. THERE'S A TRUENESS TO WHAT
PEOPLE ARE SAYING OR WHAT THEY'RE

ivately owned
ny and sculpture garden
in Slab City

rived with a male travel partner in October,
and Gram — who previously worked unre-
markable 9-to-5s and rented urban apart-
ments. It’s at once a rendezvous point for
open-minded backpackers, a safety valve for
Imperial Valley’s transient populationand a
haven for all manner of artists and musicians.

Whatbinds these eclectic, unlikely neigh-
bors is the desire for somewhere free to be
— literally and/or figuratively. Slab City’s
theoretical landlord, the state of California,
doesn’t bother collecting rent and, as the

—PAUL HOLMAN III, SLAB CITY RESIDENT

-

’fl;'

worked for a résumé-writing service, Kidd
paid $750 a month to share an apartment
with a roommate, while having her wages
garnished torepay student loans forwhat she
says was an unfinished education.

“Almost everybody I know that works ...
still struggle(s) to pay rent and keep jobs,”
shelaments, flowing clothes and hairlending
avagabond air to her distant stare.

But Slab City is rent-free for good reason:
No one else wants it. Originally a World
War II Marine Corps barracks called Camp

Dunlap, of which only the eponymous con-
crete-slab foundations remain, it hugs the
still-very-active Chocolate Mountain Aerial
Gunnery Range, from where jarring explo-
sions provide what some locals dub “Slab
City fireworks” Other neighbors include a
landfill and the Brawley Seismic Zone, where
the San Andreas and Imperial faults collide
to produce terrifying earthquake “swarms”
(hundreds of small quakes in rapid succes-
sion), the most recent of which was just last

year. Skulking 150 feet below sealevel, it's not
so much a place as a space between places.

Camp Dunlap was dismantled in 1956,
and within a decade squatters appeared.
Stories of Slab City’s genesis are many, but
an enduring version is that workers sent by
an Oakland company to harvest creosote
leaves nearby in the mid-"60s set up tempo-
rary homes in trailers parked on the base’s
remaining slabs. Soon, homeless people
evicted from camps elsewhere in the region
began establishing a more permanent com-
munity.

Other than spotty cell service, Slab City is
entirely off-grid, without official water and
electricity supplies or sanitation. For per-
sonal hygiene, there are nearby natural hot
springs, acommunal cold shower and (tech-
nically off-limits) irrigation canals. Potable
water hastobebrought in from Niland. Most
year-round residentsrely on solar panels for
afewhours of TV, fans or even air condition-
ing each day. Some run generators, while pro-
pane facilitates cooking and refrigeration.
Sprinkles of battery-powered LED Christmas
lights twinkle across the Slabs by night.

“I learned about powering my own solar
and composting and jarring,” says Kidd, 32,
who moved on froma friend’s Slab City Win-
nebago for a more nomadic lifestyle earlier
this month. “That part of it was really sat-

isfying”

It's hard to ascertain how many Angelenos
(or how many people) occupy Slab City at
any one time. Some Slabbers won’t speak
to journalists (a printed sign in one trailer’s
window announces “Absolutely No Media”),
and my credentials and intentions were re-
peatedly questioned. Asit’snotan organized
commune, there’s no one to check in with.
Anybody can simply show up and pitch
camp. But given L.As relative proximity to
Slab City, it’s reasonable to assume (17 »



9 ‘Sajafiuy 07 any asoulaN z/1 ¥L2. ZIIN 80v0-46-€CE L103°00}3e}91.98(8fpog

.,345

1N e

J
[

19 - Ty A

‘ 04
QLT [
Nl

sy~
]

o I
B

W
=il

b it
ST 4 )

d

b

o

7 <El TENET
[ &>

auaaf hpog

SEREEERNRYE aTdoMm



Protocol ERC-242
Poster and/or newspaper announcement template

—h
[(— )

Are you a
Postmenopausal()m

concerned about low libido?

If so, you could be eligible to participate in a clinical trial to evaluate
an investigational medication consisting of a daily intravaginal
insert for 28 weeks. You will have to undergo different tests at each
visit and complete various questionnaires throughout the study.

To be eligible, you must:

1. Be a postmenopausal woman aged between 40 and 80 years;
2. Meet the other criteria of the clinical study.

A financial compensation up to $350.00 may be provided upon completion
of the study.

For more information or to see if you qualify, please communicate
with CalNeuro Research Group at 310-208-7144.

www.laweekly.com // January 26 - February 1, 2018 // LA WEEKLY |

This trial is sponsored by EndoceuticsTM and has been reviewed by
an independent Ethics Committee.

Behavioral Research Specialists, LLC

Paid Participation Available

Depression - Anxiety - Bipolar - Schizophrenia - Pain - Alzheimer’s
Opiate Addiction - Diabetes - Insomnia - Asthma - ADHD - Hypertension
High Cholesterol - Inpatient- Phase I-1V - Pediatrics - PTSD - Restless Leg

230 N. Maryland Ave. 8 8 8 - 2 5 5 - 5 7 g 8 Ext . 1 www.brstrials.com

Suite 207, Glendale, info@brstrials.com

ERC-242 Poster and/or newspaper announcement 26Sep2017
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You may be eligible to participate
in a study with an investigational
medication that would be added
onto your current treatment.

To learn more, please cor&act
CalNeuro Research Group
10850 Wilshire Blvd Ste 1260
“*Los Angeles CA 90024
°310-208-7144

[EIWEEKLY ciinical Trials ) @ @ @ @ @ To advertise, call 310-574-7303

Will 2018 be the Year You Quit?

Seeking smokers who drink
between the ages of 21-65
for UCLA Study

Free Treatment with Effective
Smoking Cessation Medication
and Compensation

Call: 310-206-6756 |)C| 5

Visit: www.UCLAQuitSmoking.com Universiy o Clfori, Lis Angeles

satisfied taklng an SSRI: 4




» 14 ) thatthousandsof Angelenoshave
at least passed through.

First impressions of the Slabs tend to be
atypical, because the majority of visitors
enter and park, usually just to take photos,
at Salvation Mountain. Started by late, leg-
endary Slabber Leonard Knight in the mid-
1980s, the childlike murals and inspirational
Christian slogans of this paint-slathered
adobe-and-straw edifice offer small comfort
in such forbidding surroundings. Since the
demise of the Salton Sea, “the Mountain” has
become Imperial County’s top tourist attrac-
tion. It has appeared inmusic videos from the
likes of Coldplay and Kesha, any number of
photo shoots and documentaries and, most
famously, in the 2007 Sean Penn—directed
film Into the Wild (after which Slab City’s
winter population spiked dramatically, ac-
cording to old-timers).

The relatively few visitors who venture
deeper into Slab City discovera gently undu-
lating labyrinth of dirt roads and crumbling
asphalt streets, into which some scores of
eccentric, sometimes inexplicable structures
have apparently been haphazardly tossed.
There are hovels cobbled together from
scavenged pallets, wood and windows; im-
mobilized buses, augmented with awnings,
sinking into the dirt; tents of various vin-
tages; and ambitious homes created from
found objects with incredible ingenuity. A
two-story masterpiece, complete with bal-
cony, is covered entirely in palm fronds, while
agiant A-frame appears fashioned from dis-
carded plywood. Short-term Slabbers may
live in their cars or vans, with new arrivals
sometimes just sleeping rough on the bare
ground.

But motor homes and travel trailers are
Slab City’s signature accommodations.It'sa
living museum of these ungainly behemoths,
which include state-of-the-art wonders at
the heart of well-established compounds
(some occupied by retirees who sold brick-
and-mortar homes elsewhere to establish
theselow-overhead retreats); endless 1980s
and ’90s models in various stages of decay;
and borderline shells enjoying unlikely last
gasps of life (I was invited into one swelter-
ing, almost gutted trailer that previously sat
abandoned in a nearby field).

Regardless of their nature, Slab City’s
dwellings enjoy the kind of space and privacy
associated with seven-figure homes back in
L.A.It’s a place where it’s easy to be yourself
orjusttobeleft alone —aspirations common
among long-term Slabbers.

“I feel more free here,” says South Pasa-
dena-raised Holman, a tanned and tattooed
former punk rocker who previously worked
inset carpentry and for the Renaissance Plea-
sure Faire. “I figured I could fitin here, and I
had the skills”

The Slabsis atopsy-turvy world confusing
to mainstream sensibilities, where machines
made to be mobilewill never move again,and
items made for indoor use — such as sofas
and even cinema seating —sit out in the ele-
ments. Wild-looking people, extravagantly
decorated vehicles and gaggles of “slabra-
dor” dogs roam among outlandish artinstal-
lations. It’s at once an optimistic antithesis of
hectic, materialistic L.A. and a depressingly
dystopian disgrace in wealthy, 21st-century
California. (Inlast year’shitindie thriller The
Bad Batch, Slab City portrayed a barely hab-
itable, cannibal-infested future wasteland,

with Slabbers employed as extras.)

In the 40-acre East Jesus art collective,
Slab City’s best-known feature after Salva-
tion Mountain, all manner of discarded items
—bottles, vehicles, televisions, kitchen appli-
ances, mannequins and more —re-emergeas
thought-provoking sculptures and installa-
tions. Born out of a single shipping container
in2007, East Jesus boasts solar power stored
in expired telecom batteries and a music
room completewith grand piano. Residential
staffhost free tours, $15-per-night overnight

-

Grarh athis Slab City campsite .

£

Tallulah Kidd, left, with travel
partner Trystin Nomade

residents with street-legal vehicles may
offer informal taxi or water-collection ser-
vices. A few sneak into the gunnery range to
scavenge spent shell casingsto sell as scrap.
Barter — a bicycle for a sleeping bag, food
for a ride into town — also is commonplace.

Slab City’s early inhabitants, before solar
panels and smartphones, must have been
hardy indeed, but today’s equivalents enjoy
many of the conveniences of contemporary
“Babylon” (Slabbers’ term for the outside
world). Anyone who can acquire a phone

PHOTO BY BRADLEY ROMANO

INLAST YEAR’S HIT INDIE THRILLER THE
BAD BATCH, SLAB CITY PORTRAYED

A BARELY HABITABLE, CANNIBAL-
INFESTED FUTURE WASTELAND, WITH
SLABBERS EMPLOYED AS EXTRAS.

guests and visiting artists, but with strict
conditions (“If we find one single [cigarette]
butt on the ground we will fucking kill you,”
states East Jesus’ online “Survival Guide”).

For Slabbers on fixed incomes, life can be
comfortable, without rent, mortgage pay-
ments or utility bills eating into pensions or
government checks. Others rely on doing
cash-in-hand odd jobs for neighbors. And
there’s considerable entrepreneurship:
“Solar Mike” has been selling solar panels
from his Slab City home since 1985, while

(many in Slab City qualify for a free “Obama
phone”) can, evenwithout paying for service,
tap into free Wi-Fiat the community’s decid-
edly rustic internet cafe.

While Slabbers exist largely out of soci-
ety’s sight, they are, thanks to the internet, far
from out of touch. The disarmingly laid-back
Gram imparts an encyclopedic familiarity
withthelatest filmsand metalbands. He says
he catches about half a dozen concerts and
the same number of movies in L.A. during
monthly summer visits to the city— probably

morethan manylate-30s Angelenos manage.

Downloaded movies and TV shows fill
many long hours in the Slabs, where groups
even gather for Game of Thrones nights.
Slabbers are asup onthe news as they choose
to be, but it’s also much easier to shut out
worldly woes and political intrigues in a mi-
crosociety largely unaffected by them (“We
don't really have anything to do with what
goes on out there,” Gram says).

On paper, Slab City has many of the fa-
cilities that define a regular town. There’s a
church, a library, a coffee shop, a nightclub,
two Airbnbs, a skate park and aradio station.
And while there’s no school, there is school
bus service. The reality of these, however,
might surprise outsiders.

The Range nightclub (which also appeared
inInto the Wild) comprises an outdoor stage
between two old buses, while the skate park
is Camp Dunlap’s long-drained swimming
pool. Theradio station is a short-wave pirate
affairthat mostly plays music, and Slab City’s
Airbnbs, while ultra-affordable, are rudimen-
tary. The internet cafe consists of a wireless
router in a tattered shack, and an attempt at
an outdoor gym soon foundered.

“It got very monotonous, draining,” says
Kidd, a musician and writer. “There’s a few
little events and stuff, but it does get boring.”

Some Slabbers have redefined or even
embraced boredom, especially in relation
to their pre-Slab City experiences.

“There’s nothing wrong with beingbored,”
insists Gram, who grew up with hard-party-
ing biker parents in Baltimore. “Boredom is
way better than crazy drama.”

Finding pleasure in small things appears
keyto,and a product of, survival in Slab City’s
harsh environs.

“You find ice cream or pizza in the desert,
and happy days!” laughs the lanky Holman,
who sometimes sports a voluminous gray
beard. “Dance around; make a song!”

Forthose with the funds, such foods canbe
purchased in Niland or, more affordably, in
thelargerbut more distant towns of Brawley
and Calipatria. Population 1,000 (and shrink-
ing), Niland also offers a health clinic and,
during extreme high temperatures, an air-
conditioned, open-to-all cooling center.

While Slab City can appear unfamiliar
and even intimidating to newcomers, many
residents report crime levels and a sense of
safetylittle different from those they experi-
enced living in L.A. or other cities.

“I would definitely feel a lot more safe in
Slab City walking around at night than I
would in MacArthur Park,” says Brandon
Hunsinger, a 28-year-old multimedia artist
who punctuated four years of living in L.A.
with frequent Slab City stays.

A dispatch supervisor at Imperial County
sheriff’s office says the calls they receive
from Slab City are very similar to those
from other communities they serve: mostly
medical emergencies, disturbances or theft.
But crime may go under-reported in a com-
munity where some, having had negative
experiences with law enforcement while
homeless or backpacking, are reluctant to
contact the police.

“I'wouldn’t say I felt safe in Slab City. I re-
ally didn’t walk around a lot without accom-
paniment,” Kidd says. “In Long Beach, I felt
like I could maybe do that”

While there are certainly hard drugs
being used and sold in the Slabs (19 »
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Looking for Treatment for

Alcohol Problems?

The UCLA Psychology Clinic is offering
a new treatment program for alcohol use

e |Low-cost outpatient treatment for alcohol use disorder

e T-hour intake session plus 1-hour weekly visits over
12 weeks, including 1 hour of research participation
or interview at each visit f

i)«

e Therapy session and brief questionnaires

For more information, please call:

310-825-2305

| PARTICIPATE IN AN ADDICTION RESEARCH STUDY AT NO COST |

Investigational medications
compared with placebo (sugar pills)
with outpatient counseling available

in research treatment study for:

COGAINE

users

Compensation may be provided
for time and travel.

For more information, please call:

323-938-8184

Matrix Institute on Addictions, Los Angeles

Research Investigators:
Dan George, MPH, MBA , Jeremy Martinez, M.D.
& Tasnim Shamiji, M.D.

This research project is sponsored by the National Institute on Dru Abuse.

TO ADVERTISE IN
CLINICAL TRIALS

e 310.574.7314

Weight Loss Program Study

Wanted:

Overweight volunteers
for 16 week study.

« Males/Females
* Ages 18-65
« Supplements at no cost to you
« Medical exam at no cost to you
« Van Nuys, CA
+ Financial Compensation

for participation

Call TODAY at

818.256.169/

Meth Treatment Study

Are you looking to reduce or quit?

[EIWEEKLY ciinical Trials ) @ @ @ @ @ To advertise, call 310-574-7303

We are studying a medication-based
freatment that may help.

For more information or fo inquire on how to paricipate, please contact us at:

(RIWEEKLY

Phone number: 310.709.1594
Email: ctrsm@mednet.ucla.edu

Website:
www.uclabam.org/research/active-studies/

ARE YOU
RECEIVING
TREATMENT FOR
DEPRESSION?

For more information,
please contact us toll
free at +1 888 CC TRIAL
or +1 888 228 7425
(Monday to Friday
between 7:00 a.m.

and 5:00 p.m.).

The PAREXEL Early Phase Unit located
in Glendale, CA is looking for people with
depression to participate in a research
study that will evaluate the efficacy of a
new investigational medication for the
treatment of depression.

TO QUALIFY YOU MUST:
« Be 18-65 years of age
« Have depression

« Be taking one antidepressant for at least 6 weeks

PAREXEL.

YOUR JOURNEY. OUR MiSSION.®

The study may involve 1 screening visit, 1 screening phone
call, 5 outpatient visits, 1 phone call and 1 follow up
visit. If you qualify and complete the study you may be
compensated up to $3,500.00 for time and participation.

Local office

1560 E. Chevy Chase Drive

Suite 140

Glendale, CA 91206

www.PAREXEL.com/LosAngeles

study.losangeles@PAREXEL.com
17 PAREXEL Internationsl Cormoration Al rishte

Please reference study #232270.




» 17 ) (“alotless”thanincitieshe’slived
in, Gram says), those involved tend tokeepto
themselves in well-defined “tweaker camps.”
Their disputes seldom spill into the wider
community, residents say.

But while Slab City is free, it’s certainly not
a free-for-all. Reports of lawlessness (Vice
titled its 2012 Slab City documentary Living
Without Laws) appear to be exaggerated.
The dirt roads are graded by the county and
regularly patrolled by both sheriff’s deputies
and Border Patrol agents (Mexico is just 50
miles south). “Nothing illegal in Imperial
County, the state of California or the United
States of America becomes magically legal
here in Slab City,” reminds East Jesus’ web-
site. While there’s no formal “government”
orhierarchy,common senseand decent man-
ners are generally expected and adhered to,
such as checking with nearby residents be-
fore pitching camp.

While some longtime Slabbers complain
ofyoungsters lately showing up with nothing
to offer the community but an outstretched
hand, many newbiesbring resources (such as
tools or a serviceable vehicle) oruseful skills
(like construction or auto repair) from their
formerlives. But for thosewho are truly down
and out, help is athand. When recent arrival
Ben Owens, who once lived on L.A’s Skid
Row, posted “I need food” on the internet
cafe’s Facebook page last month, two of his

The sun sets on the entrance
to Slab City.

neighbors immediately offered sustenance.

Some Slabbers rave about a community
where, often in contrast to their experiences
of city life, they know their neighbors and
always have somewhere to go and someone
toturnto for help (“It’s definitely the Ameri-
candream,” Gram enthuses). Others find the
social fabric underwhelming.

“The community getstogetherabit, butit’s
really more like solo artists,” Holman says.
“They’ll let you flounder”

All agree that Slab City isn’t for everyone.

“You have to recognize the humility of the
place and go with the flow of it,” says Hun-
singer, who first discovered Slab City while
in high school, in a book called Weird Cali-
fornia. “You don’t want to be an obnoxious
observer — that won’t be taken kindly.”

“A lot of people show up here and they’re
instantly lonely for their old life,” Holman
explains, a trio of kids playing at his feet in
theinternet cafe. “It takes a certain mettle to
stay here. ... You've got to have something in-
side of you that can sit through a windstorm
for three days.”

Having endured shortages of so many
modern staples in Slab City, everyone I in-
terviewed says they’ve learned to exist more
simply, frugally and eco-responsibly during
their time there — traits they’d bring back
with them to urban life, should they return.

“I would be worlds different,” says Gram,
an old-school rapper who performs in both
Slab City and nearby towns. “My electric
bill would be one-tenth of what it would be
before, and my water bill. And just things I
really don’t need, [like] cable.”

Some Slabberstell of selling or giving away
most of their possessions prior to abandon-
ing the mainstream, and how this positively
affected their mindset (“The less you have,
the more clarity you will have,” Kidd says).

“I used to be stressed and I would think
about negative stuff allthe time,” Gram says.
“Oncelgotrid of everything and everything
I owned was in a backpack, I lost all of that.”

Despite a 2015 state proposal to partition
and sell the land Slab City occupies, there’s
little sign that it will disappear or radically
change anytime soon. The nonprofit, resi-
dent-run Salvation Mountain Inc. hopes to
purchase the 160 acres around its charge,
and a group of Slabbers called the Slab City
Community Group is interested in much of
the remainder. However, according to the
California State Lands Commission, both
these prospective sales are stalled.

For some of its residents, an end to Slab
City would leave them with few options. Oth-
ers say they could easily transition elsewhere
— even back into “Babylon.”

“I'd just end up getting a shitty job in L.A.
and living in a shitty apartment again,” says
Gram, wholeft hislongtime position atama-
jor retail chain in 2010 to travel the country.

Many intend to stay at the Slabs indefinite-
ly, enamored equally with its low overhead
and less tangible, subjective charms.

“There’sanhonesty that runs through here
that doesn’t in the city,” says Holman, who
sleepsin atiny, ramshackle hut built around
hisbicycletrailer. “There’s atrueness towhat
people are saying or what they’re doing.”

As my SUV bounces out of the Slabs and
back toward suburbia, my thoughts turn to
looming deadlines, my stepdaughters’ col-
lege fees and repairs required to their cars.
With the wilting winter sun turning the dark
folds of the Chocolate Mountains intoreach-
ing fingers in my rearview, graffiti daubed
across an old concrete guard post bids me
“Good Luck Out There!”

Look Sexier
...because you can
A;SIMOSTEC &

7251 OF PASADENS
2017 -0

ERIENDLY um@@ﬁm@

10- ‘!R ANNIVERSARY CEI.EBRATIOI\I

-JANUARY 25™ - JANUARY 315", 2018 -

iy &
. Borox
WITH PURCHASE OF ANY JUVEDERM FILLER
*AS LOW AS $6.87 BASED ON 24 UNITS. 24 UNIT MINIMUM.

REFLECTS INSTANT $50 REBATE.

OR CALL FOR MINIMAL RESTRICTIONS

-

{ Juvéderm

$20*

in loyalty

« ST
per unit

FAMILY OF FILLERS
LOYALTY POINTS EARNED

ULTRA XC..$420* $20"
ULTRA+ XC .. .$420* $20°
VOLUMA XC..$645* $30"
VOLBELLA XC.. $395* $25"

VOLLURE XC.. $495* $10°

VISIT OUBEAUTY.COM

+ Earn

points

Dysport..&

PURCHASE 60+ UNITS OF DYSPORT AT

2.95"
u 5 PER UNIT

*3 DYSPORT UNITS EQUIVALENT IN STRENGTH T0 1 BOTOX UNIT
VISIT QUBEAUTY.COM OR CALL FOR MINIMAL RESTRICTIONS

d
27‘7%:0 gy
FAMILY OF FILLERS REG PRICE 15t SYRINGE y;:;:::{smss
Restylane-L .o $380 $280 $230
Restylane Lyft ..o $395  $295  $245
Restylane SilK 10«0 $395 $295 $245
NEW! Defyne ¢.oco $495 $395 $345
NEW! Refyne .ocy $495  $395 $345

*GOOD TOWARDS YOUR NEXT PURCHASE OF RESTYLANE

PURCHASE 24+ UNITS OF

XEOMIN’

Botulinum neurotoxin type A

FOR JUST $ 7&5 Unit* FOR JUST $350

*GOOD TOWARDS YOUR NEXT PURCHASE OF JUVEDERM

AND GET }Q\DIESSER

1.5 CC OF
1 e@:ﬂmﬂﬂ

*REFLECTS $100. INSTANT REBATE

TMENT ‘Recommended 1-3 vials
for first treatment and
1-2 for second.

s.coolsculpting

> PERMANENTLY

INEW LowPrices]
¢ CoolSculpting

University Certified
¢ All the New
CoolSculpting Handles

2.119] O SURGERY « NO NEEDLES
NO DOWNTIME

more specials at www.oubeauty.com -

QUBEALY

9% 818.551.1682 1
/1213.617.1682 1

Oh You Beauty, Inc. Dr. Kojian

No Double Chin. No Surgery. No Klddmg

kKybella
$495 *

< FREEZE THE FAT AWAY

Introductory offer

PER VIAL |REMO\IE FAT PERMANENTI.Y'

VIPEEL

$195

+ FREE AFTER-CARE KIT

PHENTERMINE WEIGHT
LOSS PROGRAM

FDA Approved
Appetite Suppressant.

$89

30-day Supply

JANUARY SPECIALS “**Feomovs

60% OFF

UNTIL 1/31/18

The Industry Gold Standard for
Laser Hair Removal

5mi BOTTLE $139
PLUS $15 LOYALTY POINTS"
1 MONTH BOTTLE $89

“Loyalty points on next Botox, Juvederm
tment or Latisse, while supplies last.

Botox Diamond Award

NAMED BEST MEDISPA

9 YEARS IN A ROW 2009-2017
NOW 2 GREAT LOCATIONS ©r Kojion, Owner

\7

30 N. Brand Blvd., Glendale, CA

25 S. San Pedro St., Los Angeles, CA
Open 7 Days a Week “til 8pm

—
[e=]

wod'Apjeamemmm // 8TOT ‘T Atenaged - 9 Adenuer // ATNIIM V1 |



y |
VRCOE / BEER / C